
 

 Umbuliso 

 

     The Greeting  
 Newsletter of the Diocese of Grahamstown                      Lent 2016. Vol 39 No. 1 

 

 Inside this issue: 

AWF News  6 

Bishop’s le�er  2, 4 

Confirma on at King 

 William’s Town  2 

From the Department 

 of Spirituality  5  

Holy Cross Patronal  3 

RSCM Summer School  5 

Outreach Programme at 

St Augus ne Grahamstown 4 

Umbuliso’s new Editor  3 

Youth Weekend at St 

 Saviour’s  7 

By Archdeacon Cynthia  Webbstock 

Archbishop Thabo Makgoba 

endorsed and gave his blessing to 

the idea of holding a Provincial 

Deacons’ Conference and planning 

began – spearheaded by the 

Deacons of the Highveld and Bishop 

Ebenezer allowing Grahamstown to 

be the host. 

  

At the end of November 23 deacons 

from around the Province gathered 

for three days culminating with 

attending the Cathedral Sunday 

Eucharist. Highveld, Kimberley, 

Cape Town and Grahamstown 

Dioceses were represented with 

Grahamstown having a strong 

representation of 16 deacons from 

around the Diocese. 

 

Three priests also representing the 

different Dioceses attended. 

  

The programme was full with 

papers delivered around: “What is a 

Deacon?”; The Role of the Deacon; 

The Diaconal Ministries and the 

Restoration of the Diaconate in the 

Province. 

  

C a n o n  R a c h e l  M a s h , 

Environmental Co-ordinator for 

ACSA ,  gave  an  i nsp i r ing 

presentation on the environment 

and how part of the Mission of the 

Church must include conservation 

of God’s creation and humankind’s 

impact on climate change, and the 

conscious action of conserving our 

resources. 

  

Bishop Ebenezer welcomed the 

group, and Dean Hunter visited 

with the Rector of the  College of 

the Transfiguration Dr Vicentia  

Kgabe and they contributed to the 

discussion of training of deacons. 

  

The group agreed this must be the 

first of many ACSA Deacons 

Conferences to come – the next 

hopefully to be held in Kimberley 

this year. 

 

Deacons from various Dioceses of the Province (ACSA) gathered for three days  at 

Mariya uMama weThemba Monastery.  

Deacons gather from around ACSA Diocese of Grahamstown 

to host Synod of Bishops  
In a statement, Bishop 

Ebenezer Ntlali wrote: 

We are excited as the Anglican 

Diocese of Grahamstown to host the 

Most Revd Dr Cecil Thabo 

Makgoba, and all the Bishops of the 

Anglican Church of Southern 

Africa, in our Synod of Bishops in 

the Gonubie Hotel, East London 

from the 13th to the 19thFebruary 

2016. The Archbishop has been 

generous to invite all Diocesan 

choirs in the Eastern Cape cluster, 

the Dioceses of Free State, 

Kimberley-Kuruman and Lesotho 

to be part of the March to the grave

-site of the Bhisho massacre, to say 

prayers for the deceased and their 

families, to lay a wreath, and to be 

part of the Moral Regeneration 

programme and the Thanksgiving 

Eucharist for the Eastern Cape 

people, the church, God’s people in 

Southern Africa and the world. We 

pray for God's grace and success. 
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(IsiXhosa: tyhila kwiphepha lesi-4) 

        

 Bishop Ebenezer writes…. 
  

 Journey from Epiphany, Lent, to Easter  

Confirma on at King William's Town  
By Herbert H. Walton  

The Bishop did a Confirmation 

Service at Holy Trinity, King 

William’s Town on the 

24th  October 2015. 

 

In the picture are  the newly 

confirmed with the Bishop and 

Revd. Warren Bada, Assistant 

Priest at Holy Trinity.  

  

Dear Brothers and Sisters 

  

Epiphany, and Lent to Easter are a 

period of spiritual upliftment and 

enrichment in our lives and in our 

souls as Anglican Christians.  

 At Christmas we learned that 

God revealed himself to the Jewish 

Shepherds what he is bringing to us 

in our world. In Jesus Christ he 

brings the gift of salvation so that 

we may glorify the Holy Trinity, and 

be enabled to be reconciled to God 

and to one another and to live a life 

of forgiveness. (Luke 2: 15-20).  

 The wise men of the Epiphany were 

from the East, astronomers. Some 

traditions identify them as kings 

from India, Egypt and Greece, 

known for their monotheistic faith. 

They were led to God’s revelation of 

Christ Jesus through their study of 

the stars and their faith in the one 

true living God, who revealed to 

them that the new King of the Jews 

had been born. (Matt 2: 1-12). 

  The disappearance of the star 

happened when they entered 

Jerusalem and Herod’s palace. They 

found themselves in the darkness of 

King Herod’s suspicion and lust for 

power. The city of Jerusalem was 

also aroused by the presence of these 

strange travellers (Matthew 2: 1-12; 

Hendriksen: Gospel of Matthew pp 

149-176).  

 In his fear, King Herod called the 

chief priests and scribes of the 

people, to answer the question of 

these strangers: “Where is the new-

born King of the Jews?” They 

confirmed that it was prophesied 

that the Messianic King would be 

born in Bethlehem. Herod pretended 

to the strange travellers that he 

would like to worship the new-born 

King of the Jews. He would be 

grateful if they could come back to 

report to him.  

 When the wise men went out of 

King Herod’s palace, out of the city 

of Jerusalem, the star of Jesus 

appeared again and led them to 

Bethlehem, until they reached the 

new-born King of the Jews (Matthew 

2: 1-12). We learn how the wise men 

worshipped Christ Jesus through 

their warm-heartedness, love, 

generosity, good stewardship, and 

gave the Baby Jesus as follows: Gold 

(for one who is eternally royal); 

Myrrh (for one who was mortal); 

Incense (for the Divine). They were 

genuine givers, giving to the King of 

Kings, the Lord of Lords, the one 

who is destined to be the Lamb that 

takes away the sins of the world who 

will prepare all people to find rest in 

God (Matthew 2: 1-12: Hendriksen: 

Gospel of Matthew pp 149-176).  

 Lent is a time when God in Christ 

calls us as Christians to prepare 

ourselves by observing a period of 

fasting, repentance, moderation and 

spiritual discipline. The purpose is 

to set aside time for reflection as 

follows: 

• On Jesus Christ’s sufferings, 

sacrifice his life, death, burial and 

resurrection; 

• Reading and reflecting on the word 

of God, sermons, meditations, 

observing and praying for oneself, 

for all people, for the church of 

God and for the world; 

• To look and evaluate all the social 

ills of God’s people in Southern 

Africa and present to Jesus 

Christ who says “come to me all 

who carry heavy loads and you 

will find rest ...”  

  

We call upon all God’s people to pray 

the Litany (AAPB pp. 73-77), which 

includes humanity and the whole of 

creation, especially as we are faced 

by various kinds of challenges such 

as the drought and global warming - 

the list is long. 

 

 Grace and peace 
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The Guesthouse at 
Mariya uMama weThemba  

Monastery 

As part of the Benedic%ne ministry of hospitali-

ty, the monks of Mariya uMama weThemba 

Monastery offer a 25 bed, fully equipped guest-

house for those seeking a quiet place of prayer 

and retreat and for mee%ngs. The Guesthouse is 

open from Tuesday morning un%l Sunday a.er-

noon.  

P O Box 6013  

Grahamstown 6141  

Tel. 046 622 8111 

Fax 046 622 6424 

E-mail:  

guesthouse@umaria.co.za; 

www.umaria.co.za 

By Nokwanda Tambodala  

It has become a tradition that the 

commemoration of the Patronal 

Day in Holy Cross parish, 

Mdantsane, is taken as an annual 

festival where parishioners invite 

relatives and friends for worship. 

The visitors are asked to introduce 

themselves, and thereafter are 

w e l c o m ed  b y  t h e  R e c t o r , 

Archdeacon Thami Mhlana.  The 

choir would then sing a specially 

crafted melodious piece with the 

intention of luring them to join the 

Holy Cross family. The 2015 service 

was no different as people came 

from different corners to celebrate 

the day.  

 O n e  o f  t h e  R e c t o r ’ s 

announcements for the day was 

informing the congregation about 

the dates for visiting two schools 

adopted by the church, namely 

Mzomhle SSS and Phakamile JPS 

in Mdantsane. The main focus for 

the  v i s i t  w a s  co nduc t ing 

examination prayer services for the 

learners, specifically the Grade 12 

class in preparation for the final 

examinations.  

 The announcement touched one 

of the visitors, Mr A. Tshaya from 

Ngcobo, currently a business man 

in Sandton, Johannesburg. After 

introducing himself he briefly 

addressed the congregation on his 

unwavering interest in development 

matters including the advancement 

of the quality of education and the 

betterment of the lives of children. 

In closing his short talk, he pledged 

a donation of R20 000 to be shared 

equally among the two schools. This 

was fulfilled on 15 October 2015 

when the two principals Mr Koltana 

from Mzomhle and Ms Skolpat from 

Phakamile, received cheques to the 

value of R10 000 each.   

The two principals, the Rector 

together with the Action and 

Outreach committee expressed a 

word of gratitude and appreciation 

to Mr A Tshaya and his family for 

the donation.  

Ms Skolpat receiving a dona%on of 

R10 000    from Mr A. Tshaya with Lay-

minister Ka%ya as a witness. 

Generous dona on for Holy Cross’ Adopted Schools  

By Maggy Clarke 

The new Editor of Umbuliso 

and Media Officer of the 

Diocese of Grahamstown is 

Luthando Madiba, who until 

the end of December was the 

Rector of Ascension Church 

Ncembu, in the Mthatha 

Diocese. 

 Luthando is no stranger to 

Grahamstown, having studied 

his Diploma in Theology from 

2010-12 at the College of the 

Transfiguration, where he also 

gained experience in media, 

serving as the College’s 

Communications Officer. Born 

in Umzimkulu, Kwa-Zulu 

Nata l ,  in  198 1 ,  a f ter 

matr i cu lat ing  Luthando 

Madiba studied Marketing 

Management and then worked 

in a variety of clerical positions, 

most recently with Old Mutual, 

before following his call to full-

time ministry.  

 The Revd Madiba is a 

stipendiary priest, attached to 

the Cathedral. His wife 

Lusanda works for Rhodes 

University at the Department 

o f  B i o c h e m i s t r y  a n d 

Microbiology as a Laboratory 

Technical Officer. They were 

married on 11 December 2015.  

 The position of Diocesan 

Media Officer involves not only 

editing Umbuliso but also 

keeping up the diocesan website 

and Facebook page, and 

producing a variety of booklets 

from service sheets to the Acts 

of the Diocese, as well as 

issuing press statements. 

  

Luthando Madiba is excited at 

the prospect of his new 

appointment, and happy to be 

exposed to a new kind of 

ministry. He looks forward to 

growing in the job. 
 

God bless the happy couple! The new 

Editor of Umbuliso, Luthando Madiba, 

with his beau%ful bride Lusanda. 

 
Introducing the new Editor of Umbuliso 
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        uBishophu uEbenezer ubhala athi…  

Bazalwana nooDade abathandekayo 

 

IEpifani, iLente nePasika lixesha 

lo kuvuse le le ka  kwemiphe fumlo 

n e l o k u t y e b i s a  u b o m i  b e t h u 

nemiphefumlo yethu njengamaTshetshi 

angamaKrestu. 

NjengamaKrestu  sifunde ukuba uThixo 

w a z i b o n a k a l i s a   k u b e L u s i 

abangamaYuda ukuba uzisa ntoni na 

kwihlabathi lethu. KuYesu Krestu uzisa 

i s i p ho  s o s i n d i s o ,  u ku z e  s i be 

nokumzukisa uMTriniti oNgcwele, 

nokuze sibe nakho ukuxolelaniswa 

noThixo kwakunye nabanye abantu, 

sibe nokuphila ubomi boxolelo. (Luka 2: 

15-20). 

 I z a z i  z e - E p i f a n i  z a z i v e l a 

n g a s e M p u ma l a n g a ,  z i z i i n g c a l i 

ngeenkwenkwezi. Ezinye iimbali 

zakudala zibachaza njengeekumkani 

e z a z i v e l a  e I n d i y a ,  e J i p h e t h e 

nakwelamaGrike, zisaziwa ngenkolo 

yazo yoThixo omnye.  Zakhokelelwa 

kwisityhilelo sikaKrestu uYesu 

ngokufunda kwazo ngeenkwenkwezi 

nangokholo lwazo kuThixo omnye 

ophilileyo, owathi  waveza kuzo ukuba  

lo Kumkani mtsha wamaYuda uzelwe 

(Mat. 2 : 1-12). 

 Ukunyamalala kwenkwenkwezi 

kwenzeka xa bengena eJerusalem  

nakwibhotwe likaHerode. Bazifumana 

b e s e b u m n y a m e n i   b e z i k r o k r o 

zikaKumkani uHerode nasekurhaleleni 

kwakhe igunya. Isixeko saseJerusalem 

sachukunyiswa kukufika kwaba 

bahambi bangaziwayo (Mat. 2: 1-12; 

Hendriksen: IVangeli kaMateyu, ph. 

149-176). 

 Kuloyiko lwakhe,  uKumkani 

uHerode wabiza ababingeleli bakhe 

abakhulu nababhali babantu, ukuze 

bazo kup he ndula  umbuzo  we z i 

ndwendwe: “Uphi na lo uzelweyo, 

uKumkani wamaYuda?” Baqinisekisa 

ukuba kwaprofetwa kwathiwa uMesiya 

u K u m k a n i  u y a  k u z a l e l w a  

eBhetelehem.  UHerod wenza ngathi 

kwezi ndwendwe naye unqwenela 

ukumnqula loo Kumkani wamaYuda 

uzelweyo. Wathi angavuya ukuba 

banokubuya bagqithe kuye bamazise. 

 Zithe izazi xa ziphuma kwibhotwe 

l ikaKumkani  uHerode, zisimka 

kwisixeko saseJerusalem, yabuya 

y a v e l a  i n k w e n k w e z i  k a Y e s u , 

yabakhokelela eBhetelehem,bada baya 

kufika kuKumkani ozelweyo wamaJuda  

(Mat. 2: 1-12).  Sifunda ngendlela ezathi 

ngayo ezo zazi zamnqula uYesu Krestu 

ngobushushu beentl iziyo  zazo , 

n g o t h a n d o ,  n g e s i s a ,  n g o k u b a 

ngamagosa akhe, zamnika uMntwana 

onguYesu oku kulandelayo: iGolide 

(kulowo uyiNkosi unaphakade); iMore 

(kulowo ungofayo); intlak’emhlophe 

(kulowo  uNgcwele).  Babengabantu 

abapha ngokunyanisekileyo, benikezela 

kwiKumkani yeeKumkani, iNkosi 

yeeNkosi, kulowo umiselwe ukuba abe 

yiMvana esusa sonke isono sehlabathi,  

neya kulungiselela bonke abantu ukuba 

bafumane ukuphumla  kuThixo (Mat. 2: 

1-12; Hendriksen: IVangeli kaMateyu, 

ph. 149-176). 

ILente lixesha ekuthi ngalo uThixo 

ekuKrestu asibongoze njengamaKrestu 

ukuba sizilungiselele ngokuthi singene 

kwithuba lenzila, elokuguquka, 

elokunciphisa kwizinto esizenzayo 

nokuziqeqesha ngokwezimo. Injongo 

kukubekela bucala ixesha lokukhe 

s i camngce  nzulu  ngo lu  hlo bo 

lulandelayo: 

Ngeembandezelo zikaYesu Krestu, 

ukwenza idini ngobomi bakhe, ukufa 

nokuvuka kwakhe. 

 Ukufunda nokucinga nzulu ngelizwi 

likaThixo, iintshumayelo, ukucamngca, 

ukuqaphela nokuthandazela iziqu 

zethu, ukuthandazela bonke abantu, 

iTyalike kaThixo, nehlabathi liphela. 

 Ukujonga nokuhlalutya zonke 

i ingxingongo  zent la lo  zabantu 

bakaThixo eMzantsi Afrika, zandlalwe 

phambi koYesu Krestu othi, “yizani 

kum nina nibulalekayo nisindwayo 

y i m i t h w a l o ,  n d i y a  k u n i n i k a 

ukuphumla...” 

 Sicela  bonke abantu bakaThixo 

bacule iLitani (AAPB  ph.73-77) ethi 

ibandakanye uluntu lonke nendalo 

yonke, ngakumbi ngeli xesha sijongne 

nemingeni  e yahluki leyo  e fana 

nembalela nobushushu obugqibe 

ihlabathi –ndibala ntoni? 

 

UBabalo noXolo. 

 

 

 

 

 

By Mbulelo Sokanyile 

On the 10th December 2015 

Sinikithemba had a closing 

function. Sinikithemba (“We give 

hope”) is a social outreach 

programme at St Augustine Parish 

that helps children from the 

community who come from a 

disadvantaged background. The 

programme provides the children 

with food, and helps them with 

their homework every Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday. 

  

This year’s closing function was 

different. We started with a 

Eucharist service which was 

conducted by Canon Lawrence 

Nzwana. After the service, all 

children were given school shoes for 

next year, and gifts from Father 

Christmas. They  were also 

provided with lunch, and after 

lunch they were released to and 

play in the Jumping Castle. This 

was a enthusiastic way to begin 

December holidays to them. This 

was made effective by donations 

from the members of  St 

Augustine’s Mothers’ Union and the 

family that had adopted one of the 

children. The Diocesan Youth Guild 

(DYG) also supported us by their 

donation.  

 

We would like to thank  Miss 

Nquru, Mrs Mahambehlala, Mrs 

Ngxizele and Mrs Nombombo for 

giving hope to these children.   

Sinikithemba Outreach Programme cares for  the des tute  
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FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF SPIRITUALITY 

Hear what God says 
By Margaret Fourie 

There can be very few of us who have not been deeply touched 

by the plight of our farmers and even townspeople during this 

dreadful drought.  To turn on your tap and have no water come 

out; to be unable to wash, clean teeth, cook or even drink; to 

gaze day a.er day at a cloudless, burning sky, must be worse 

than anything we can imagine. 

 

At the same %me, those of us with computers and Facebook will have 

seen the many, many pictures of long lines of trucks taking fodder and 

water to farmers and townsfolk in the desperate areas.  There is our 

true Ubuntu: random South Africans helping compatriots in need, 

regardless of race or poli%cal affilia%on.  Praise God for this 

extraordinary experience of true unity in our na%on! 

 

But it is not only those poor people who will be paying the price of this 

long drought.  Coupled with the collapse of the value of our Rand and 

our staggering economy, the agricultural crisis is bringing in a year of 

poverty and hardship such as we have not known before. 

 

What are we to do? It seems to me that there are several powerful 

messages in our Scriptures for a %me like this.  Firstly, for example, 

there is St James, who reminds us that “faith without works is empty” – 

it is never enough just to believe.  If we do not express our love for God 

and our faith in him through our ac%ons hours by hour and day by day, 

we are fooling ourselves and trying to fool God 

 

Then as we read last month, St John Bap%st, when asked by the people 

what they should DO, replied, “Let him who has two cloaks give to him 

who has none ... “, going on to tell them to be sa%sfied with their pay 

(does this ring a bell for us?), to take no bribes, to deal honestly in 

business.  In other words, to act out our iden%ty as penitent sinners 

holding our resources in trust for God, and not promo%ng our selfish 

interests. 

 

What this means to us in South Africa in 2016 is probably that those of 

us who have a job should employ someone 

without one; if we have more clothing, 

furniture, food, resources of all kinds than we 

truly NEED, we should immediately share with 

those who have too liJle (whether we think 

they deserve it or not – grace is never 

deserved); those who have any income must 

employ helpers wherever possible and every 

last one of us must pay our full %the into the 

church so that our relief work can go 

ahead. 

 

If we, the body of Christ, the con%nuing Incarna%on, cannot do 

these most basic things to return hope and dignity to our fellows, 

then we must ask ourselves who we are and what we are about.  

Throughout the en%re corpus of Scripture, we learn that the 

poor are very close to God’s heart and we ignore them at our 

peril. 

 

But what if we come short ourselves?  Re-read Jesus in MaJhew 

and remember who it is who provides for us and sees that his 

own people will always have enough.  And re-read Malachi, 

remembering that God will “open the windows of heaven in 

blessing on our heads” when we trust God enough to share even 

our last liJle bits, like the widow of Zarepath. 

 

Take courage, trust God, live generously and discover the 

extraordinary provision and blessing of the Lord who promised, 

“I will be with you, even to the end of the age”. 

This will be the last column I write. 

 

  May God be with you through this year. 

 

Church musicians enjoy Summer School 
By Maggy Clarke 

Hermannsburg School, set amid lovely rolling 

farmland not far from Greytown in the Kwa-Zulu 

Natal Midlands, was the setting for this year’s 

Royal School of Church Music Summer School 

from 2-9 January. Some fifty choristers attended, 

aged from under seven years to pensioners, 

drawn from church choirs around South Africa, 

or as “personal members”, unable to sing in a 

church choir, all united by a love of singing 

music to the Lord. 

 During the week, music learned and sung 

ranged from Haydn to Mathias, and from 

plainsong to rousing favourite hymns like 

“Shine, Jesus, shine”. Also included were a 

congregational setting of the Communion 

service, and an anthem, by the course organist 

Christopher Cockburn, a former Director of 

Music at Grahamstown Cathedral. 

 All the participants learned new skills and 

went home inspired and enthused to their home 
parishes. 

The hills were alive with the sound 

of music. Margaret Foulkes is a 

member of the St Paul’s Port Alfred 

choir. Her husband David sings with 

her at St Paul’s, and some%mes with 

the Cathedral choir. Maggy Clarke 

(Cathedral Choir) also aJended. 

Inspired and inspiring, the 

Director of the Summer School 

was Nöel Tredinnick. He has 

served as Music Director at All 

Souls’ Langham Place in London 

for many years and regards his 

musical career as a Chris%an 

voca%on and mission.  

The next RSCM Summer School will take place from 2-9 January 2017 at 

St Mar n’s School in Johannesburg.  
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Schools helped by AWF in 2015 
Ntsonkotha SSS: The AWF Chaplain, 

Magxwalisa and AWF members visited 

Ntsonkotha Senior Secondary School 

twice in 2015, beginning of the academ-

ic year and before the learners wrote 

their final examina%on for prayers and 

mo%va%onal talks. These were touching 

moments as the Principal was excited 

because of the interven%ons (Prayer 

and Mo%va%onal talks) at the school by 

the Anglican Women’s Fellowship. The 

interven%ons had a posi%ve impact on 

the behaviour and discipline of the 

Ntsonkotha learners.  The Principal said 

that there has been an increase in the 

learners’ academic performance as 

learners’ average marks moved up from 

34% to 79.9% in 2014 for grade 12. 

 The Diocesan AWF supported two 

learners who were adopted from 

Ntsonkotha Senior Secondary School 

due to different socio economic issues. 

One of the learners got sick and ul%-

mately passed away. AWF members 

assisted the family of a deceased learn-

er through prayers and funeral contri-

bu%ons.  

 

Sinomonde: AWF adopted Sinomonde 

Primary School in 2012, andsupported 

leaners of Sinomonde SPS by providing 

clothing, toiletry and school uniform. 

Prayer support visits for educators and 

leaners were also done at the beginning 

of the academic year and before learn-

ers sat for their end of the year exami-

na%ons. 

 

M za High School: Mthiza Senior Sec-

ondary School takes learners from Sino-

monde Senior Primary School as its 

feeder school. The learners at M%za 

Senior Secondary School are faced with 

different social ills and or behavioural 

issues. AWF conducted prayers for lean-

ers and educators at Mthiza High 

School. Plans are in place to mobilise for 

relevant expert support for Mthiza Sen-

ior Secondary School learners. 

 

St. Ma�hew’s High School: AWF has 

adopted the child of the late Ms Rataza-

yo of St. Luke’s Nxarhuni, who was an 

AWF member. The support started a.er 

the mother passed away, three years 

ago, and has been con%nued ever since. 

AWF members are paying for tui%on, 

books and uniform for the learners. 

AWF NEWS  

SEPTEMBER 2015 Conference  

By Kokela Siqendu  

The Conference, with the Theme 

“Women destined for God’s Pur-

pose”, was well attended and Di-

ocesan Guilds were all represent-

ed together with our sister Dioces-

es.  All speakers’ presentations 

motivated members .  Rev. 

Magxwalisa set the scene and re-

minded AWF members that as 

Women of God we are created for 

specific and important purposes of 

nurturing and building their fami-

lies.  Resolutions of the Provincial 

Conference and Synod were dealt 

with, and action plans with time 

frames were drafted.  AWF con-

tributed towards the implementa-

tion of Diocesan Synod resolutions 

on Violence against Women and 

Children,  Role of the Church in 

Education, and Communication. 

 Provincial Deputy Pre-

sent, Lucille Henniker, was a 

guest speaker and motivated 

AWF members under the 

Theme “Banners of Victory”. 

She said that we must join 

hands and create opportuni-

ties, and also stressed that 

we are God’s creation. To 

sum up the conference on 

Sunday, Bishop Ebenezer 

Ntlali, in his message, re-

minded us that we need to 

spend time, getting to know and 

listen to Jesus, like Mary.  Like 

Martha we can get distracted with 

much serving, but we must re-

member that only one thing is 

needed “listen to Jesus”. The 

Bishop inducted the new office 

bearers. 

 

Appreciation: The executive of 

AWF appreciate the Diocesan 

Council of the AWF for their tire-

less support for all Diocesan activ-

ities. No appreciation can be com-

plete without mentioning our en-

ergetic Chaplain, Rev. Magxwa-

lisa for his love for AWF and who 

always goes an extra mile in en-

suring that AWF ministry is rele-

vant in today’s challenging world. 

Members of the AWF dancing 

at their Conference 

Zola Dabula gives the 

gi. to Lucille Henniker 

the Deputy Provincial 

President of AWF. 
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By Sinetemba Siwisa 

The weekend commenced 

with an evening service 

conducted by young people 

who were to be inducted as 

members of the Diocesan 

Youth Guild. We were graced 

by the presence of DYG 

members from St Philip’s 

Gompo. The scripture for the 

evening was from Ephesians 

6:10, “Finally, be strong in 

the Lord, and in the strength 

of his might”. Being hearty 

and zealous was emphasized, 

which means young people 

need to have a strong desire 

to please God and advance 

His glory in the world in 

every possible way. It was 

stated that spiritual 

strength is vital for our 

spiritual warfare and 

suffering. Young people 

should always put on the 

armour of God which he 

prepared for all those who 

choose to follow Jesus, and to  

be Christ-like. This armour 

is never taken off because it 

is prayer accompanied by 

faith. The service was closed 

with a word of prayer from 

everybody who was there. 

 Day Two was the day of 

the Retreat, conducted by 

the youth parish chaplain 

going through the theme 

‘Remember your first love’.   

In the letter to the seven 

churches Jesus zeroes in the 

first love the people had for 

God and for his church. He 

says, “You have abandoned 

the love you had at first, the 

love that caused you to drop 

everything and follow me 

into the house.”  Young 

people were reminded of the 

great love of God and how 

people run away from God’s 

love and how he always has 

arms wide open for his 

children. They need this kind 

of love in their DNA in order 

to get through life’s 

challenges. This love is best 

described in 1Corinthians 13 

and in canticle 14 of the 

Anglican prayer book. Young 

people were challenged to 

look back from where they 

have gone wrong so they can 

return to Jesus our first deed 

and life which they were 

called in Christ. It was 

indicated that in order to be 

able to know why you are 

joining the youth guild, you 

need to know where you 

stand with God and know 

what he wants you to do 

with your life and be 

sustained by the word of God 

and all this requires patience 

and prayer.  

 Sunday, the third day of 

the youth weekend was the 

day of the induction, a 

beautiful Sunday morning 

full of God’s Spirit. Fifteeen 

members were to be inducted 

as Diocesan Youth Guild 

members. It was a Spirit-led 

service. We were blessed by 

the presence of the parents 

of those who were getting 

inducted from different 

dioceses and from other 

denominations. The sermon 

was around the gospel of the 

day where servanthood was 

emphasized. Christians 

should not try to be more 

important than one another, 

instead they should help 

each other. The newly 

inducted and the old were 

reminded not to be served 

but rather to be like 

servants, and not just 

servants but servants to a 

child. Young people were 

taught to put more practical 

attention to God’s word. The 

o f f i c i a t o r  c h a l l e n g e d 

everybody to go back to that 

moment where one met 

Jesus, to remember the love 

stirring in one’s heart, the 

adoration one had for the 

Saviour because for sure one 

was grateful for the 

forgiveness of sin and 

nothing else mattered and 

one should rekindle that love 

for our Saviour. 

Youth weekend of Recharge and induc on at St Saviour’s 

Diocesan Youth Guild members at the induc%on and retreat 

weekend at St Saviour’s. 

Floral fare: Members of the St Paul’s congrega%on siSng at 

tables tastefully decorated with bougainvillea blossoms. 

Patronal Brunch at St Paul Port Alfred  

By Maggy Clarke 

The parish of St Paul Port Alfred welcomed 

the Archdeacon of Albany, Cynthia Webbstock, 

as their preacher on the occasion of their 

Patronal Festival on Sunday 24 January 2016. 

the service took place at 08:30 after which the 

parishioners enjoyed a bring-and-share brunch 

in the church hall. 
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February 

7 Sat Revival Service, Bernard     

  Mizeki  Men’s Guild 

10 Wed Ash Wednesday 

13 -19 Sat-Fri  Synod of Bishops 

24 Tue Trusts Board, Diocesan     

  Finance  CommiJee 

25 Wed COTT Execu%ve, Finance and   

  HR Mee%ngs  

 

 

March 

3  Thurs Good Shepherd Trust      

   Mee%ng 

6  Sun Licencing of Monwabisi     

   Peter, St Andrews’s Prep 

8   Tue    COTT Council Mee%ng     

   and Gradua%on 

20   Sun   St Mark’s (Reeston      

   Community), East London 

24   Thurs  Renewal of Vows service St  John East 

London 

25 Fri  Good Friday 

27 Sun  Easter Day  St Michael and St George 

Cathedral, Grahamstown   

 

April 

9 Sat Mothers’ Union Lady Day 

10 Sun St Saviour’s Confirma%on 

26 Tue Chapter mee%ng Fort     

   Beaufort   

   
Umbuliso is your  

diocesan newspaper!  

Contribu ons welcome 
   

Please send news  to:  

P O Box 181, Grahamstown 6140 

Tel: 046 636 1995  

Fax 046 622 5231 

E-mail: 

umbuliso@grahamstowndiocese.org.za 
 

Umbuliso is published by the Diocese 

of Grahamstown, edited by 

Luthando  Madiba, and printed by 

Dupli-Print, Grahamstown. 
   

Dead-line for next issue:  

20 March 2016 
Read Umbuliso online at 

www.grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

Bereavement  
Please pray for Ven. Prof P. T. 

Mtuze on the death of his sister 

Ethel Mtuze, who was an MU 

member at St John and St Chad’s 

Zwelitsha.  

 
 

 

Dear Friend, 

Happy New Year! 

And thank you. 

The monas%c 

community here 

at Mariya 

uMama 

weThemba is 

grateful to you 

and to God for 

the rela%onship 

we have had 

with you during the past year, whether 

through your physical presence here or 

through your prayerful support of our 

presence here. May you be blessed 

generously by our gracious God as you 

journey into the coming year. 

From Br Daniel, Prior of Mariya 

Gree ngs from the Prior 

The 2016 school year was blessed 

at the annual “Back to School” 

service on 31 January, at which 

the Cathedral was packed with 

pupils from local schools 

including Nombulelo, VG, VP, 

Graeme, St Andrew’s, Kingswood 

and DSG, together with teachers 

and parents. Different schools 

and the Cathedral Choir 

contributed musical items, and 

the Vice-Chancellor of Rhodes, 

Dr Sizwe Mabizela, gave an 

inspiring address. We pray that 

the commitment of all present, to 

ensure quality education for all, 

will bear fruit in the year ahead.  

Bishop new Patron of Child 

Welfare Grahamstown  
The Bishop of Grahamstown, 

Ebenezer Ntlali, accepted the 

position of Patron to the Child 

Welfare branch in the city at a 

ceremony in January. He urged 

the church, families and the 

nation to take seriously the first 

1000 days in a child’s life, and 

stated that he was humbled to be 

part of this organisation, which 

celebrates its centenary this year. 

Chaplain appointed at St 

Andrew’s Prep 
The Revd Monwabisi Peter has 

been appointed 

Chaplain at St 

A n d r e w ’ s 

P r e p a r a t o r y 

S c h o o l , 

Grahamstown, 

where he will 

a l s o  b e 

t e a c h i n g 

Xhosa. He was 

previously on 

the staff of Rhodes University. He 

continues to be attached to the 

Cathedral. 

Back to School Service 

at the Cathedral 

Dr Sizwe Mabizela 


