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Press Release 

Delegates to the 67th Session of Synod of 

the Diocese of Grahamstown emanating 

from the length and breadth of the 

extensions of the diocese comprising 57 

parishes (churches) converged on St 

Albans Anglican Church, Vincent in East 

London: in response to citations from the 

Diocesan Bishop the Right Revd 

Ebenezer St Mark Ntlali.  

 This is the triennial assembly of 

both clerics and laity where at issues of 

Church Governance, Spiritual Life and 

Societal Challenges are reviewed with 

the view of bringing about recitative 

measures for the church to focus on the 

Mission from our Lord Jesus Christ “Go 

therefore and make disciples of all the 

nations baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 

the things I’ve commanded you.”  

As is customary the business of Synod 

tees off with the Bishop’s Charge – State 

of the Diocese Address (SODA) for the  

three years period from the last Synod 

and a visionary charting of the way 

forward by the Bishop. In his Charge at 

this Synod the Bishop emerged from the 

theme GOD'S MISSION IN A 

MISSIONARY MODEL and launched 

The Decade of Mission and 

Evangelism 

The kernel of his message was the call 

for the Church to be the Church as 

envisaged by the Lord of the Church – 

He who has universal authority in 

heaven and earth. 

 Drawing from the foundational 

legacy left by of the first Bishop of the 

Diocese John Armstrong and his 

successors, the Bishop elucidated his 

vision for the Diocese namely the 

reincarnation of the missionary model 

that benefits the people of God in all 

spheres of their lives such as Education, 

Health, Food Security, Economic 

stability over and above spiritual 

fulfilment – what he characterises as 

bringing on board the horizontal 

dimension as well over and above the 

vertical dimension. To give practical 

effect to this vision the Synod was graced 

with an array of eminent leaders from 

various spheres of society and speakers 

amongst whom were  

Bishop Patrick Matholengwe: Retreat 

conductor  

Chief Ngangomhlaba Matanzima: 

chairperson of the House of Traditional 

Leaders, Eastern Cape. 

Ms Gaga: Executive Mayor of Makana 

Municipality. Revd Dr Henry Mbaya: 

Department of Missiology – Unversity of 

Stellenbosch. Prof Dr Nomfundo 

Luswazi: integrated Sustained 

Developmental Projects. Mr Simpiwe 

Somdyla: CEO of Masisizane Fund – 

Old Mutual. 

 The Synod Motion line-up was 

heavily packed with a diverse menu 

covering issues at the core of challenges 

faced by the people of God within their 

communities. 

Members of the Synod embraced the 

Bishop’s Charge for the next 3 years of 

developing God’s Mission in a Missionary 

Model and committed themselves by 

rising at the final service in support and 

solidarity of his vision. 

To the motion tabled “Status of the same 

sex relationships in the life of the 

Church” Synod concurred with the 

pastoral guidelines for those in civil 

unions adopted by the bishops in 

February 2016 and endorsed the need to 

consider exploring inclusivity. 

 The motion on the Environment 

alerted us to the urgency of responding to 

the challenges brought on by climate 

change and the Church’s stewardship 

responsibility over all of God’s creation. 

The motion tabled “Standing by the 

Truth” affirmed the Church’s prophetic 

role and voice in civil society.  

The collegiality of the members of Synod 

being challenged by God’s Holy Spirit to 

be obedient and follow the call of the 

Gospel. 
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 Bishop Ebenezer’s Charge 
  

God’s Mission in a Missionary Model.  

We have asked Archdeacon Cynthia 

Webbstock to review my Diocesan 

Synod’s charge of the last Synod 04-

07 May 2016 to serve as our pastoral 

letter of June-July Issue. 

 

Archdeacon Cynthia writes 

At the beginning and end of his Charge 

Bishop Ebenezer acknowledged his 

family, the Eastern Cape government’s 

leadership, the Diocesan leadership and 

all those who have touched the life, 

work and ministry of the Diocese of 

Grahamstown.  

 

He considered his vocation and calling a 

privilege and joy by the grace and peace 

of God through Jesus Christ and 

pronounced from Ephesians 1:2 “Grace 

and peace to you from God our Creator 

and from the Lord Jesus Christ”. 

 

Bishop Ebenezer, a historian and 

theologian based his thoughts and 

reflections firmly within the context of 

the establishment of the Diocese in 

1854 and the achievements over more 

than 100 years however based firmly in 

the theology of Christ’s Great 

Commission: “Go into all the world and 

preach the good news to all creation. 

Whoever believes and is baptized with 

be saved, but whoever does not believe 

will be condemned and these signs will 

accompany those who believe. In my 

name they will drive out demons; they 

will speak in new tongues; they will 

pick up snakes with their hands; and 

when they drink deadly poison it will 

not hurt them at all; they will place 

their hands on sick people and they will 

get well.” (Mark 16:15-18 NIV) 

 

Bishop Ebenezer took theological 

concepts from Gutierrez’s book “A 

Theology of Liberation” where Gutierrez 

offers a credible concept that there is 

only one human destiny, irreversibly 

assumed by Christ, the Lord of history 

and Christ’s redemptive work embraces 

all dimensions of existence and brings 

them to fullness. Gutierrez argues and 

believes that human history cannot be 

separated from the salvation action of 

God that underlies all human existence. 

The historic destiny of humanity must 

be placed definitively in a salvic horizon 

and that there is only one history – a 

“Christo-finalized” history. 

 

Bishop Ebenezer highlighted firmly 

based on the Great Commission the 

achievements of the early missionaries 

in this region emphasizing that all both 

lay and ordained were called to be 

missionaries in a holistic sense. Not 

only preaching the Gospel on a Sunday 

but ministering to all the needs of 

humankind! 

 

He gave a comprehensive historic 

overview of the areas that Bishop John 

Armstrong and subsequent Bishops 

worked on that still today need 

attention and effective and positive re-

enforcement.  

Education; Theological and Civic; Food 

Security; Skills Development and 

Healing – Health – Hospitals! 

 

In the Way Forward Bishop Ebenezer 

said we are called both lay and ordained 

to re-discover what it means to be 

missionaries in God’s Mission in the 21st 

Century and to model and live out the 

full mandate given that addresses the 

whole person in his/her spiritual and 

physical life.  He emphasized that we as 

a Diocese cannot continue being victims 

of Governments and politicians and 

neglect God’s mandate.  

 

He reiterated that the Diocese has the 

organs with which to follow Christ’s 

mandate that will and can assist in the 

way forward: The Department of Social 

Responsibility (DSR), Section 21 

Company Development Agency; 

Diocesan Development Trust; Diocesan 

departments such as HIV/AIDS, OVC’S 

with the Guilds, Deacons Priests 

Archdeacons that are able to assist with 

many of the issues the region faces.  

 

In facing instabilities in families (high 

divorce rates, Court interdicts, suicide 

etc) poverty, low self-esteem, the loss of 

moral, cultural and spiritual values, the 

lack of housing, drugs, excessive 

drinking, xenophobia, laziness and 

murders Bishop Ebenezer forcefully 

believes that at this point in South 

Africa and in the Eastern Cape we have 

no other option but to follow God’s 

mission in a missionary model informed 

by the Kingdom of God values and the 

good that we can learn from different 

c u l t u r e s .  T h i s  w i l l  b r i n g  a 

transformation to God’s people through 

our dear, lovely Diocese upholding our 

vision, mission and strategic goals. 

 

In conclusion before mentioning the 

areas where the Diocese is moving 

forward with God’s Mission Bishop 

Ebenezer ended with this quote form 

Gutierrez; “In Christ  the all-

comprehensiveness of the liberating 

process reaches its fullest sense his 

work encompasses the three levels of 

meaning; all the dynamism of the 

cosmos and of human history, the 

movement towards the creation of a 

more just and fraternal world, the 

overcoming of social inequalities among 

people, the efforts, so urgently needed 

on our continent, to liberate human 

beings from all that depersonalizes 

them – physical and moral misery, 

ignorance and hunger – as well as the 

awareness of human dignity. All these 

originate, and transformed, and reach 

their perfection in the saving work of 

Christ. In him and through him, 

salvation is present at the heart of 

man’s history, and there is no human 

act which, in the last instance is not 

defined in terms of it”. 

 

Finally, Bishop Ebenezer quoted his 

mantra: “Christ has no body on earth 

but ours, no hands but ours, no feet but 

ours. Ours are the eyes through which 

Christ’s compassion for the world is to 

look out; ours are the feet with which he 

is to go about doing good; and ours are 

the hands with which he is to bless us 

now.” (St Teresa de Avila) 

 

We +Ebenezer thank Archdeacon 

Cynthia about this work and hope 

that this review will be of value to 

you akk the people of the Diocese 

and others. 

 

Grace and Peace  

(IsiXhosa: tyhila kwiphepha lesi-4) 
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By Siki Wababa-Pu�ni 

“Every child has a right to live and be 

guided by God”, says Mrs Badikazi 

Cynthia Mnyande who has a vision that 

the Junior Church (Sunday school) in our 

parishes are not really recognised 

because they do not have banners. 

Mrs Mnyande has noticed that all other 

guilds have banners that they carry and 

not the children. She visited and handed 

a Junior Church banner at St 

Katherine’s parish in Berlin on the 12 

June 2016, in the presence of  the Rector 

the Ven. BTM Mfenyana. 

Mrs Mnyande a parishioner at Holy 

Trinity in King Williams Town under the 

Rector Reverend Gareth Jones 

approached and shared her vision with 

the Mothers’ Union President Mrs 

Mandisa Mhlwatika and the past 

President Mrs Noncedo Ntlali and they 

were excited about it and they have 

encouraged her to take it up. 

 This is about God’s instruction in 

the Bible (Matt 19:13-14, Proverbs 10:27. 

The aim is to promote the lives of 

children in a clean and religious 

environment. Six parishes from the 

Diocese have been handed the Junior 

Church banners which are:- Holy 

Trinity, King Williams Town, St John 

&amp; St Chads, Zwelitsha, St 

Katherine’s, Berlin, St Andrews, 

Ginsberg, St Cyprians, Komga and St 

John the Evangelist in East London. 

 All these banners have been 

accompanied by an undisclosed amount 

to encourage the children that they grow 

knowing that pledging goes about and 

that God will bless them with gifts of 

wisdom.   

 Again children should become 

independent of themselves with respect 

for church and to acquire accountability 

and responsibility skills accordingly 

through the guidance of their parents 

and Jesus Christ the saviour. 

  

May the Lord guide her with this vision 

which is important in the lives of our 

children. 

The Guesthouse at 
Mariya uMama weThemba  

Monastery 

As part of the Benedic0ne ministry of hospitality, 

the monks of Mariya uMama weThemba Monas-

tery offer a 19 bed, fully equipped guesthouse for 

those seeking a quiet place of prayer and retreat 

and for mee0ngs. The Guesthouse is open from 

Tuesday morning un0l Sunday a8ernoon.  

By Lukhanyo Nameka 

On the weekend of 17-19 June 2016 members of DYG attended 

their yearly event to mark June 16, this event was hosted by  

East London East Archdeaconry. Members came from all 

corners of the Diocese. This was an event with a difference; it 

started on a high spiritual point on Friday. Saturday morning 

the was an outreach were members visited a one of our DYG 

members family (Athenkosi Matinise) at Duncan Village to 

donate groceries, blankets, school uniform and stationery for 

family children who are still at school.  

 After that there were games played at St Phillips 

grounds. Saturday was closed off with Masquerade Ball (theme 

WEAR OF THE MASK AND BE COMFORTABLE BEING 

YOU)  

The guest speaker Mrs Bathandwa Kwatsha, she addressed the 

challenges facing young people of today, and she aligned these 

challenges with the way of Gods plan for human kind our guest 

MC was Pastor Simgobelwana.  On this ball there were sports 

awards to those who did well during the games in the morning 

session.  

On Sunday Bishop Ebenezer St Mark Ntlali concluded by the 

Celebration of the Holy Eucharist.  

Special thanks goes to the Chaplain Venerable Dlanjwa, the 

Presents of our Diocesan Marketing Officer Rev Madiba and 

His spouse, All the Clergy, donors, diocesan guilds, sponsors 

and the East London East Archdeaconry team (youth members 

and catering team) enkosini ngenxaso nangobukhona benu. To 

the DYG family “Lord Jesus Come Lizalise idinga lakho” 

DYG CELEBRATES JUNE 16 IN STYLE 

Remove a Mask and be yourself  

Revd Dlanjwa (Chaplain), Execu0ve members of DYG and the 

guests  

VISION FOR CHILDREN IN CHURCH 

Archdeacon to the Ordinary Revd 

Mfenyana and Kids 
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Yenziwa nguAtshdikin Cynthia 

Webbstock 

U Atshdikini Cynthia Ubhala uthi 

Ekuqaleni nasekupheleni kweNtetho 

yakhe uBhishopu Ebenezer ubulele 

usapho lwakhe, iinkokeli 

zikaRhulumente weMpuma Koloni,  

iinkokeli zeDayosisi nabo bonke abo 

bathe bachaphazela ubomi, umsebenzi 

nezinto ejonge kuzifeza iDayosisi 

yaseRhini. 

Uwujonge umsebenzi nobizo lwakhe 

njengento elubabalo noxolo oluvela 

kuThixo ngoYesu Krestu  njengoko 

kuvakaliswa kwabase-Efese 1:2: 

“Makube lubabalo kuni noxolo oluvela 

kuThixo uMdali wethu neNkosi yethu 

uYesu Krestu.” 

UBhishopu Ebenezer, usozimbali 

nengcali kwiziBhalo uzibeke iingcinga 

nezicamngco zakhe ngokuqinisekileyo 

kumxholo wokusekwa kweDayosisi 

ngowe-1854 nezinto eziye zenziwa 

kwisithuba esingaphezu kwe-100 

leminyaka. Oko kusekelwe phezu 

kwezakwalizwi ezingoMyalelo oMkhulu 

kaYesu Krestu: “Hambani niye kulo 

lonke ihlabathi, nizivakalise iindaba 

ezilungileyo kuyo yonke indalo.Lowo 

ukholiweyo wabhaptizwa, wosindiswa; 

ke yena ongakholwanga, wogwetywa. 

Imiqondiso ke eya kulandelana nabo 

bakholiweyo nantsi: egameni lam baya 

kukhupha iidemon; baya kuthetha 

ngeelwimi ezintsha; baya kuphatha 

iinyoka; nokuba bathe basela into 

ebulalayo , ayikukha ibenzakalise bona; 

baya kubeka izandla phezu kwemilwelwe 

iphile.” (Marko 16: 15-16). 

UBhshopu Ebenezer uxovule imibandela 

yezakwalizwi  eshukuxwa kwincwadi 

kaGutierrez ethi A Theology of 

Liberation apho uGutierrez aneka umba 

obalulekileyo othi sinye kuphela isiphelo 

somntu asithathele kuye uKrestu 

n g o k u n g e n a k u g u q u l w a ,  y e n a 

njengeNkosi yeMbali, yaye umsebenzi 

wosindiso kaKrestu  ubandakanya yonke 

imingxilo yokuhlala kwethu yaye 

uyayigqibelelisa.  UGutierrez uxoxa 

ekholelwa ekubeni  imbali yoluntu  

ayinakho ukwahlulwa kwisenzo 

sosindiso sikaThixo esihambisana 

nobukho babo bonke abantu.  Isiphelo 

e s i y i mb a l i  s o l u n t u  k u f u ne ka 

sibandakanywe ngokuqinisekileyo 

nomba wosindiso nokuthi inye kuphela 

imbali – yileyo kuphela “Igqityeleliswe 

nguKrestu.” 

UBhishopu Ebenezer uqaqambise 

ngokumandla eqamele ngoMyalelo 

oMkhulu imisebenzi eyathi yenziwa 

ngempumelelo ngabahambisi belizwi 

bokuqalakule ngingqi egxininisa ekubeni 

b o n k e  a b a n t u ,  a b a b e k i w e y o 

nabangabekwanga ebufundis in i 

babizelwe ekubeni babe ngabefundisi 

nabahambisi belizwi ngendlela 

ebandakanyayo. Oko akuthethi 

ukushumayela iVangeli ngeeCawe 

kuphela koko kuthetha ukujongana 

nokusingatha iimfuno zoluntu! 

Wandlale ngokufutshane imiba 

abasebenza  ngayo  ooBhishopu 

Armstrong nooBhishopu abalandelayo 

ukuza kuthi ga ngoku esafuna 

ingqwalasela nokugxiniswa ngendlela 

enolutho -  imfundo; eyezakwaLizwi 

n e y o l u n t u ;  U k u d l a  k o l u n t u ; 

ukuphuhliswa kwezakhono noPhiliso – 

iMpilo – neziBhedlele. 

Enika umkhomba-ndlela uBhishopu uthe 

s iyabi zwa sonke  ababekiweyo 

nabangamiselwanga ukuba sifumanise 

ngokutsha ukuba kuthetha ukuthini na 

ukuba ngabahambisi lizwi boMsebenzi 

kaThixo kule nkulungwane yama-21, 

nokuqingqa nokuphila isigunyaziso 

esisinikiweyo esijongene nomntu xa 

ewonke kubomi bakhe basemoyeni 

nasemzimbeni. Uyibethelele into yokuba 

thina njengeDayosisi asinakuqhubela 

phambili ukuba zizisulu zikaRhulumente 

nabezopolitiko sityeshele isigunyaziso 

sikaThixo. 

Utshilo kwakhona ukuthi iDayosisi inazo 

izixhobiso namaziko enokuthi ngawo 

isilandele isigunyaziso sikaKrestu 

ancede kwimbeka-phambili anjengala: 

ISebe loLungiselelo loLuntu (DSR), 

iSection 21 Company Development 

Agency (iArhente yeCandelo 21 

yoPhuhliso), iDiocesan Development 

Trust (iTrasti yeDayosisi yoPhuhliso; 

amaSebe eDayosisi afana neleHIV/AIDS, 

eleOVC leenkedama kunye nemiButho, 

abaPriste neeAtshdikin zeDayosisi 

abanokunceda kwezinye  izinto ejongene 

nazo inqila. 

Ukujongana nokungazinzi kwiintsapho 

(isantya esiphezulu soqhawulo-mitshato, 

izithintelo zzeenkundla, ukuzibulala njl), 

ubuhlwempu ukuzijongela phantsi, 

ukulahlekelwa ziindlela zokuziphatha 

kwezenkcubeko nangokwasemoyeni, 

ukungabi nazindlu, iziyobisi, ukusela 

n g o k u g q i t h i s i l e y o ,  u k u b u k u l a 

a b a s e m z i n i ,  u k u n q e n a 

nobugwinta.UBhishopu uEbenezer 

ukholelwe ngokungqongqo ukuba ngeli 

xesha kuMzantsi Afrika nakwiMpuma 

Koloni asinandlela yimbi ngaphandle 

kokulandela oko kufunwa nguThixo 

kuthi phantsi kwendlela yobuhambisi 

belizwi enefuthe leendlela zokuziphatha 

zobuKumkani bukaThixo nokulungileyo 

e s i n o k u k u f u n d a  k w i i n k c u b e k o 

ezahlukileyo. Loo nto iya kuzisa 

inguqulelo kubantu  bakaThixo 

ngeDayosisi yethu ethandekayo ngokuthi  

sibeke phambili iinjongo zethu neendlela 

esijonge ukufikelela ngazo kuzo. 

Xa siqukumbela, phambi kokuchaza 

imingxilo etyekele ngakuyo iDayosisi 

ngalo Msebenzi wokuthunywa nguThixo. 

UBhishopu uphethe ngesi sicatshulwa 

esiphuma kuGutierrez: “KuKrestu 

kubandakanywa bonke  ubume 

obahlukeneyo behlabathi liphela nembali 

yoluntu, iintshukumo ezibhekisele 

ekudalweni  kwelizwe elinobulungisa 

nobudlelane obuthe chatha, ukupheliswa 

kokungalingani kwezentlalo phakathi 

kwabantu, imigudu efuneka kangaka 

kwilizwekazi lethu ukukhulula abantu 

kuko konke okubenza babengathi 

a b a n g o b a n t u -  u k u d a n d a t h e k a 

emzimbeni nasesimeni,  ukungazi  

nendlala – ndawonye nokuqondwa 

kwesidima somntu. Zonke ezo zinto 

zivela yaye ziguqulwa, zifikelele 

kwingqibelelo yazo kumsebenzi 

wosindiso kaKrestu.  Kuye nangaye 

kukho usindiso entliziyweni yembali 

yomntu, yaye akukho senzo somntu, 

esinokuthi, ekugqibeleni, singachazwa 

ngokwemigqalisela yalo.” 

Ekugqibeleni uBhishopu uEbenezer 

ucaphule kwintandane yakhe isithi: 

U K r e s t u  a k a n a w o  u m z i m b a , 

akanazandla ngaphandle kwezethu, 

akanazinyawo zingezizo ezethu. 

Ngawethu amehlo ethi inceba kaKrestu 

ehlabathini ibonakaliswe; zezethu 

iinyawo ahamba ngazo esenza 

okulungileyo,  zezethu izandla 

azisebenzisayo ukusisikelela ngoku.” (St 

Teresa de Avila). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(For English, see page 2) 

 Umxholo kaBhishopu Ebenezer  
  UmSebenzi kaThixo kwihlabathi laboHambiso lwelizwi.  
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FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF SPIRITUALITY 

Fearful giving or cheerful 

giving 
By Randall Gallant      

2 Corinthians 9: 6-11 (NRSV) 

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also 

reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will 

also reap bountifully. Each of us must give as you have 

made up your mind; not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is 

able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so 

that by always having enough of everything, you may 

share abundantly in every good work.  

As it is written: 

 

He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his 

righteousness endures forever. 

He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food 

will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and 

increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be 

enriched in every way for your great generosity, which 

will produce thanksgiving to God through us. 

The question is “Are we cheerful givers or 

fearful givers?” 

It’s not that we are greedy or opposed to 

Gods work; we are just concerned that if 

we don’t look out for our own interest, 

they might not get looked out for after 

all. 

But such fear is irrational. 

It’s like a farmer who, out of fear of losing his s e e d , 

refuses to plant his fields. Don’t hoard the seed God 

intends to be sown for the harvest He wants us to have. 

Gods promise to us is, “if we sow generously we will reap 

generously.” When we make giving to God our first 

priority, we don’t have to fear.  

 

Jesus said: But strive first for the kingdom of God and 

his righteousness, and all these things will be given to 

you as well. When we partner with God, He rewards us 

abundantly. When we start to view our giving from Gods 

perspective, the thing to fear is not giving away too 

much, but sowing too little. 

 

May God Bless you. 

 

By Avuziwe Belani and Siya Mkiva 

To God be the Glory, great things He has 

done. What an awesome and joyful 

conference. God does wonders to His 

people and that is why we are Made 

alive in Christ  (theme) 

On the 27-29 of May 2016 , St. Vincent 

Guild held an exceptional Diocesan 

Conference at LekkerOod Christian 

Campsite. This was attended by more 

than 140 Servers from the following 

parishes:- 

 Holy Cross Mdantsane, Holy 

Name Cumakala, Christ Church 

Amalinda , St. Phillips Gompo , St. 

Phillips Grahamstown , St. Augustine 

Grahamstown, St. Lukes Nxarhuni, 

Holy Trinity Dimbaza, St Katherine 

Berlin and St. Albans East London. 

 

They had activities such as motivational 

talks from 

Archdeacon N. Matshaya opened the 

Conference 

Rev Skweyiya – on Who is a Server? 

Canon N Gixana – Unpacked the theme 

MADE ALIVE IN CHRIST 

Archdeacon to the Ordinary, Ven. 

Mfenyana gave a motivational homily 

and a moving prayer 

S u b - D e a n  an d  A r c h de a co n  o f 

Grahamstown the Ven M Dyantyi  gave 

an address on Holy Trinity, Holy Spirit 

and purity.  

 Mrs Beja - The life of a Server in 

the Eucharist – Are you called to be a 

Server? 

 Rev. Biko - Words of Encouragement 

St. Albans Team – a moving video 

guided Praise and Worship leading to a 

Revival 

They launched a Diocesan Servers 

Book  , whose Authors are Aviwe Belani 

and Xhanti Marubelela, from Holy 

Trinity Dimbaza, as well as a uniform 

contest  thereafter. 

Holy Cross Servers sang the Angelus. 

 

On the day of departure, the Bishop of 

Grahamstown, Bishop Ebenezer St. 

Marks Ntlali presided. He delivered a 

message from the book of Revelation 

chapter 4 vs 1-11 as words of wisdom. 

He rightly divided the word of truth 

about the Heavenly Sanctuary which is 

foreshadowed by our earthly sanctuary 

He took the mission of being a 

Server to a higher level .   

 

Order of St. Vincent Diocesan Conference  

Servers welcomed Revd Dyantyi (Sub-

dean), Revd Canon Mfenyana 

(Archdeacon in Ordinary) and 

Revd ,Mvula  

Xhan0 Marubelela one of the Authors, 

Presented their Book Bishop Ebenezer and his Servers a8er 

the SRVICE  
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By Dean Andrew Hunter 

In 1990, during the time while I was the 

rector of the parish of Kaya Mandi, and 

living in Mbekweni (just outside Paarl), 

I was involved in organising a big 

community march to the Paarl police 

station. It was an exciting and 

significant moment for me personally, 

and for us as the local church as part of 

the community. That march, and others, 

were often led by clergy in cassocks, and 

w e  w e r e  t h e  v o i c e  a n d  t h e 

spokespersons of the community in the 

many issues of the day. Political 

organisations such as the ANC and the 

UDF were banned and were operating 

underground; during most of my years 

in Mbekweni, community meetings or 

gatherings were not permitted, apart 

from church services; and so funerals 

became political rallies, a chance for 

people to speak and sing and proclaim 

their faith, their outrage and pain and 

sorrow, their hopes for the future. I 

remember so well the huge Cape Town 

marches at that time, led by Archbishop 

Desmond Tutu, and supported by many 

of us as the clergy of the diocese – which 

included for me and others being 

arrested and spending some hours in 

prison. We were marching for freedom, 

we were marching for truth, we were 

marching as a sign of the good news of 

the love of God for a nation in turmoil.  

Were we involved in politics? Most 

certainly, yes. Were we stepping over 

the boundaries of the church to do so? I 

don’t think so – although it was a 

matter of hot debate with some of the 

more conservative churches. Was it 

right that we were there on the streets, 

clearly representing the church, in 

cassocks? I believe it was. Where were 

we called to be and what was God 

calling us to do? This is an ongoing 

question. 

Were we showing bias and favouritism 

when army chaplains were with the 

SADF “boys on the border” or when 

Anglican clergy ministered to the ANC 

in exile, or to political prisoners on 

Robben Island? Or when we were part of 

marches that had the banners of the 

various banned political parties – the 

ANC, the SACP, the PAC, the UDF, etc, 

And, once political freedom had been 

obtained, once the first democratic 

elections had been held and the new 

government, elected by the people, was 

in power, what was our new role as the 

church?  

We continue to ask these and other 

questions in South Africa today, and 

particularly given the events in our 

country over the past months: the 

findings of the Public Protector on 

N k a n d l a ;  t h e  r u l i n g  o f  t h e 

Constitutional Court that the President, 

and Parliament, had failed to “uphold, 

defend and respect” the Constitution as 

the supreme law of the land.  

Church and Politics  

Con�nues on page7 

By Maggy Clarke 

Every year when the National Arts 

Festival takes place in Grahamstown, 

local Christians invite all comers to join 

them in a celebration of the arts in the 

context of their faith. This is Spiritfest, 

which began at the Cathedral, but now 

involves a number of Grahamstown 

c o n g r e g a t i o n s  o f  d i f f e r e n t 

denominations. 

This year, from 30 June to 10 July, 

Spiritfest will include inspiring worship 

in the Cathedral, Commemoration 

Methodist and St Patrick’s Roman 

Catholic churches, and lectures at St 

Patrick’s on a variety of subjects. Among 

these will be an examination of the 

topical subject of the Church and same-

gender relationships, and the launch of 

Dr Andrew-John Bethke’s book 

“Celebrating the Seasons”. The well-

known husband and wife team of poet 

Chris Mann and artist Julia Skeen will 

present a programme entitled “Anxiety 

and Grace”. 

 The Cory Room at St George’s Hall 

will host an exhibition of works by 

Eastern Cape Christian artists. 

Volunteers from the evangelical churches 

of Grahamstown will be on hand to 

discuss the works with visitors. For the 

first time members of the public will be 

invited to sign up for sessions of one-to-

one guided prayer at St Patrick’s. The 

“Open Mic” session which was so popular 

last year will be repeated in the Chapter 

House of the Cathedral, this time with 

local poet Harry Owen as MC. 

 Other popular favourites to return 

are the St Michael’s Marimbas, and 

demonstrations of how the Cathedral 

bells are rung. Music features strongly in 

the Spiritfest programme, ranging from 

Gospel concerts in the Presbyterian 

Church, to a recital by an award-winning 

Methodist choir in Commemoration 

Church. Two different organists are 

giving recitals this year, on two different 

organs: Dr A-J Bethke on the Cathedral 

organ and Prof Albert Trotsky on the 

Commemoration Church organ, a 

magnificent instrument which has just 

undergone extensive renovation. 

 Festival-goers who make the effort to 

find Wesley Methodist Church on the 

corner of Market and York Streets will 

be well repaid by the quality of the 

drama that is being presented by Fr 

Anthony Egan SJ. “Romero” portrays the 

moving story of the South American 

Martyr Archbishop Oscar Romero. 

  

For more details, visit the Spiritfest web 

page:  

ww w.grahamsto wncath e dra l . o rg /

spiritfest/2016/ 

and Facebook page: www.facebook.com/

est.grahamstown. 

Grahamstown Chris�ans invite fes�val-goers to 

celebrate at Spiri)est 

 

Cathedral Marimba  
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What 

should our response be, as Christians, as 

the church of God? Should the church 

now be giving open support to opposition 

parties? Or to movements that seek to 

bring about radical political change? 

Should we challenge political leaders and 

remind them of their duty to the 

Constitution, and to us all? How do we 

balance our role as pastors to the entire 

community, regardless of political 

allegiance and belief; and our prophetic 

role, like John the Baptist, as we seek to 

speak truth to power?  

 

How does this work out in our everyday 

lives, as individual Christians, lay or 

ordained, or as clergy who represent the 

church when they speak or act? For 

example: should clergy be active 

members of political parties? Should 

clergy or lay ministers or churchwardens 

– all those who hold the Bishop’s licence 

– wear the insignia of a political party? Is 

it appropriate that we comment about 

current political developments on 

Facebook or other forms of social media, 

as many of us do? For us as Anglicans, it 

is the office of the Bishop or the 

Archbishop which speaks on behalf of the 

church. When is it appropriate for clergy 

- or others who hold church office - to say 

something in their personal capacity?  

  

And when the communities in which we 

live and minister are involved in protests 

against service delivery, or labour 

disputes, or when the community 

expresses its anger over local 

government issues – such as been 

happening in Limpopo province recently, 

when a number of schools have been 

burned down – what is our role as the 

church, as the people of God? What is the 

good news of the love of God during times 

of tension and strife, political turmoil, as 

we prepare for the local government 

elections? Knowing the immense impact 

that politics and the actions of politicians 

have on us all, do we remain uninvolved? 

Or do we try and influence the train of 

events?  

 The extent to which the church is 

involved in politics changes, depending 

on the context. Jesus was asked whether 

to pay taxes to the Roman authorities or 

not, and his answer was to find a coin, 

point to the image of Caesar, and say, 

“Pay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, 

and to God what belongs to God.” (Luke 

20:20-25). St Paul, writing to the church 

in Rome, instructed the Christians there 

that “Every person must submit to the 

authorities in power, for all authority 

comes from God, and the existing 

authorities are instituted by him. 

 

 It follows that anyone who rebels 

against authority is resisting a divine 

institution, and those who resist have 

themselves to thank for the punishment 

they will receive.” (Romans 13:1-2). Yet 

that same authority, in the person of the 

emperor Nero, was responsible for the 

brutal persecution of the early church, 

and in Revelation 13 we find the author 

referring to the authorities as “the beast 

with ten horns and seven heads, and on 

each head was a blasphemous 

name” (Rev 13:1). The church has at 

various times in its history been savagely 

persecuted by those in authority, for 

speaking a different word, for being the 

alternative society, for representing a 

challenge to the authority of the state.  

  

I came across a comment by Richard 

Rohr recently. Reflecting on the story of 

Moses and the burning bush in Exodus 3, 

he wrote: “Moses takes spirituality and 

social engagement together from the very 

beginning. As Moses hides his face from 

the burning bush, God commissions him 

to confront the pharaoh of Egypt and tell 

him to stop oppressing the enslaved 

Hebrews. This is the foundational text 

for teaching the essential relationship 

between spirituality and social 

engagement, prayer and politics, 

contemplation and action. It stands at 

the beginning of the Judeo-Christian 

tradition, but the connection is often 

forgotten or denied. It is the job of the 

prophets and Jesus to remake the 

connection.” 

 

We as Christians, as the church, are in 

relationship with the political realm and 

with the political leadership of our 

communities and our country. Sometimes 

people argue for the complete separation 

of church and state: that the church has 

its sphere of operation and spiritual 

influence, and the state another. There 

are even those in our current government 

who are using the same language as the 

apartheid government – that the church 

should keep its nose out of politics. I 

believe differently: I argue that God in 

Christ was born amongst us, that He 

was incarnate – made flesh – and 

became part of human life and 

existence; and therefore that there is no 

sphere of our lives that falls outside his 

lordship and domain and sovereignty. 

The actions and decisions of politicians 

have immense impact on us as 

communities and as a country.  

 

We as the church, as a community who 

acknowledge Christ as Lord, are 

therefore called to be both pastoral and 

prophetic in our response and 

engagement:  pastoral  in our 

relationships with political figures, 

reaching out and ministering to all, 

affirming and encouraging what is good; 

prophetic in our relationship with the 

political realm and with authority: 

speaking truth to power, doing what we 

can to support the democratic process, 

being a voice for human rights; and being 

the voice of the voiceless, those on the 

margins, the poor, the oppressed; 

standing against all forms of corruption, 

self-enrichment, the gravy train, calling 

our leaders and our country to be ethical 

and compassionate, wise and honest, fair 

and just, in how we shape our life 

together.  

 

And we are called to be salt and light! I 

am profoundly moved when I catch a 

glimpse of the immense impact of 

Anglicans, and others from different 

churches, as they make a difference in 

their local communities, places of work, 

in the various aspects of our society. We 

are making a positive difference and are 

contributing significantly to the well-

being and development of our 

communities and our country. 

 

Church and Politics  
Con�nues from page6 
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From the Bishop’s diary 

 

June 

16 Thurs White Wedding  

19  Sun  Tradi0onal Wedding 

26  Sun  St Paul Zeleni, change of 

 name 
30 Thurs St Agnes  Guild  Conference 

JULY 

01  Fri  to Sunday 3
rd

   St Agnes  

             Conference 

9 Sat  Mother’s Union Marriage                          

     Forum 

10 Sun St Mar0n’s Gonubie Parish visit 

13 Wed       Trust Board & DFC mee0ng 

16 Sat  Ordina0on Service, St Saviour’s 

    East London 

17 Sun St Paul Zeleni, Parish visit 

23 Sat  Holy Cross, Mdantsane Parish 

                       Council Mee0ng 

24 Sun Holy Cross, Parish Visit 

28 Thursday 28
th

 to Friday29
th

  Marriage 

                       prepara0on sessions 

30 Sat Youth Execu0ve Mee0ng 

31 Sun St MaIhew’s Keiskammahoek, 

 Parish visit and Parish Council 

 Mee0ng 

August 

14 Sun Confirma0on service, St Mark’s 

    East London 

16 Tue Chapter Mee0ng, St Paul’s Port 

  Alfred 

20 Sat  Archdeaconry Council Mee0ng, 

  Winterberg  Archdeaconry 

21 Sun Winterberg Archdeaconry Family 

    Service 

23 Tue CoTT Exec/Finance/HR mee0ng 

26  Friday to Sunday 28 Diocesan Family 

    Weekend 

By Nyameko Nqodi  

On The 24th April 2016 the Revd Canon 

Lawrence Nzwana was instituted as a 

Rector of St John and St Chad Church at 

Zwelitsha, King Williams Town. The 

parish was full to capacity when the 

Diocesan Bishop, the Rt Revd Ebenezer 

Ntlali inducted and licenced Revd Canon 

Lawrence Nzwana on 24 April 2016. 

 The service was graced by the 

presence of Venerable Gareth Jones, 

Archdeacon of King Williams Town East, 

who welcomed all present. The service 

was also attended by several clergy from 

the surrounding parishes. Amongst the 

congregants who witnessed the induction 

were families from both Canon Lawrence 

and Mrs Nzwana as well as parishioners 

from the Parish of St Augustine 

Grahamstown. 

 The sermon for the day by the 

Bishop was from Joshua 1:5 “njengoko 

ndandinoMoses, ndakuba nawe; andiyi 

kukuyekela, andiyi kukushiya”. The 

Bishop expressed admiration of the 

Incumbent Rector as a peaceful, 

committed preacher, who was 

admitted in the Sacred Theology of 

the Church, and who continues to 

i m p r o v e  h i s  t h e o l o g i c a l 

qualifications with UNISA, someone 

who has been an Archdeacon and a 

Rector in a number of parishes, and 

a Vicar General in the Diocese of 

Ukhahlamba. The choir was 

exceptional in their rendition of 

hymns, canticle and psalms and 

kept the congregation vibrant 

during the service.   

 The churchwarden, Mr 

Nyameko Nqodi, on behalf of the 

Church, expressed his sincere 

gratitude to everybody present for 

their support and further confirmed 

that indeed the Parish is ready to 

welcome and work prayerfully with 

Revd Canon Nzwana. 

INSTITUTION OF REVD CANON LAWRENCE NZWANA  

Revd Canon Nzwana is signing canonical 

obedience  

Bereavements and Prayers 
We pray for the families of Revd 

Mteteli Mhlauli passed on 19 April, 

Mrs Pauline Dike (Clergy widow) 18 

May, 

Revd Watson Zola’s son Sonwabile  24 

April and   

Revd Lungiswa’s mother 18 May 2016. 

May their souls Rest in Peace.  

By Zameka Matshaya  

On the 29
th

 May 2016 we were blessed by 

the presence of our M U President Mrs M 

Mhlwathika..She came to hand over a 50 

years award to Mrs B. Nonkwelo at Good 

Shepherd Church in East London. Mrs 

Mhlwathika was accompanied by the E L 

Central Presiding member Ms S Mvambo 

and her execu0ve and some of the M U 

members within our Archdeaconry.  

Mrs Mhlwathika read the indoor 

member’s prayer in our M U Service book. 

The awaard was handed over in the 

Eucharist service conducted by Arch 

Matshaya. 

 

  
Umbuliso is your  

diocesan newspaper!  

Contribu�ons welcome 
  

Please send news to:  

P O Box 181, Grahamstown 6140 

Tel: 046 636 1995; Fax 086 681 4677 

E-mail: 

umbuliso@grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

 

Umbuliso is published by the 

Diocese of Grahamstown, edited by 

Luthando Madiba and printed by 

Dupli-Print, Grahamstown. 
  

Dead-line for next issue:  

20 July 2016 
Read Umbuliso online at 

www.grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

50 years in a guild of Mothers’ Union 

Mrs B Nononkwelo & Mrs M 

Mhlwathika ( M U President)  


