
The Bishop reminded 

the Diocese that God is 

still calling us to do his 

work: 

Economic challenges 

In his appeal, the 

Bishop emphasised the 

economic challenges of 

this part of the Eastern 

Cape, and noted that 

aftermath of the two 

World Wars, as well as 

the multiplication of 

the Diocese which re-

sulted in the founding 

of the Dioceses of 

Mthatha, Port Eliza-

beth and Khahlamba, 

inevitably had a nega-

tive impact on the hu-

man and property capi-

tal of the Diocese of 

Grahamstown. 

Food security 

This Diocese still owns  

considerable tracts of 

land suitable for farm-

ing, on which a mean-

ingful contribution 

could be made to food 

security in this area, 

but this cannot be 

achieved without fund-

ing. 

Youth Training 
The youth are particu-

larly hard hit by poverty, 

and in great need of skills 

training. Those young 

people fortunate enough 

to benefit from the good 

schools and colleges in 

the Eastern Cape too of-

ten leave after completing 

their training, to seek 

employment elsewhere. 

As a result it is mostly 

the elderly who remain to 

support the work and 

ministry of the Church 

financially. Strategies 

need to be found to keep 

the young people in the 

Eastern Cape, a region 

which has produced more 

leaders of the South Afri-

can democracy than any 

other. 

Training of Clergy 

Training for ministries 

remains a key priority 

for the Diocese. Clergy 

need to be trained for 

full-time and non-

stipendiary ministries, 

as well as lay ministers 

and the leaders and 

members of the various 

Guilds. 

 

Clergy Housing 

A further priority is 

the provision of hous-

ing for junior clergy. 
 

See Page 3 for details of 

how to support this Ap-

peal. 

 

 Umbuliso 

 

     The Greeting  

 
 Newsletter of the Diocese of Grahamstown                        Lent 2015. Vol 38 No. 1 

 

 Inside this issue: 

Alice MU news  

Bishop’s letter  

Diocesan Youth Guild news  

East London Churches host  
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Obituary: Mbulelo Ngqoza 
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to the homeless   

RSCM Summer School   

16 December Ordination of Priests 

Hallelujah! The Bishop of Grahamstown, Ebenezer Ntlali, 

ordained nine priests on 16 December 2014 in the Cathedral. 

Seen above giving thanks after the service are: Back row: 

Nobuntu Mageza (to be seconded to the Provincial Office of 

the ACSA in Cape Town) and Tyronne Boucher (St Peter East 

London); Front row: Lindelwa Kunene (St Philip Gompo), 

Philda Njoli (Dimbaza), Bishop Ebenezer and Feliciano 

Janneker (St Mark East London).  

  

Archdeacon Penrose Mpumlwana was the preacher, and his 

words were nimbly and wittily interpreted by Archdeacon 

Peter Mtuze. The singing was led by the choirs of St 

Augustine’s and St Philip’s Grahamstown. 

More pictures on page 5.  

Bishop appeals for R10 m  
In December 2014 the Bishop of Grahamstown, Ebene-

zer Ntlali, issued an appeal on behalf of the Diocese. 

He wrote:  

Bishop Ebenezer Ntlali 

4 

2,4 

7 

 

7 

 

2 

8 

 

6 

3 

 

 

This is an appeal for  

financial support and donations  

to revitalize the capital resources  

of the Diocese with a long-term 

strategic plan of sustaining this 

capital, so that ministry and service 

to the people can be achieved in  

the maintaining of property and 

sustainable growth of the  

Church of God. 
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 Bishop Ebenezer writes…. 
 Focus on Family and Education from Lent to Pentecost 

New Churches—wonderfully 

telling the old, old, story! 

The Church of St Mark Cambridge has planted two new 

churches, in Reeston, and one in Garcia Flats, Cambridge. 

 

Children from Reeston Outreach Sunday School are seen here 

in this charming enactment of the Nativity scene. 

Dear People of God 

 

It is a privilege to write to you at 

the beginning of 2015. Once again, 

a happy New Year to you all. 

 As you can read on Page 1 of this 

issue, we have appealed to you for 

operational capital through the 

Grahamstown Diocese Development 

Trust, our fundraising instrument, 

to augment the parishes in meeting 

the needs of God’s mission in 

Christ. For further details, contact 

the Archdeacon to the Ordinary 

BTM Mfenyana 072 036 3232 or 

Canon Cynthia Webbstock 043 642 

1330/ 073 180 0311. 

 In the early church, Lent was a 

time of preparation for baptism on 

Easter Day. Alongside fasting, 

almsgiving and prayer, education 

into a new way of life was a funda-

mental focus. Ash Wednesday forces 

us to face our mortality and chal-

lenges us to re-think our lives in re-

lation to God and our neighbours. 

The Sundays of Lent successively 

show us God’s great gift of salva-

tion. This Lent we will be introduc-

ing related secondary themes, con-

centrating on the attributes of 

healthy Christian families.  

 Eastertide in early times had a 

slightly different focus. Having been 

baptised, new Christians were in-

troduced into the mysteries of the 

symbols of baptism and the Eucha-

rist. In essence, they were being 

educated within the Christian faith. 

To resonate with this, our focus dur-

ing Eastertide will be on education 

within our local communities: spiri-

tual education, secular schooling, 

vocational teaching, societal educa-

tion (e.g. voter training and an in-

troduction to democracy and the 

way it works) etc. At the culmina-

tion of Eastertide at Pentecost (mid-

June) we will focus on those prepar-

ing for examinations, particularly 

matrics and university students. 

Pentecost introduces themes of 

blessings, communication, multilin-

gualism, and public speaking. These 

resonate with the situation of stu-

dents in a multicultural society. 

Their education needs to equip 

them for this exciting, but daunting 

world. 

 Trinity Sunday offers us an op-

portunity to consider the Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit in relationship, 

and challenges us to build relation-

ships of strength and integrity 

within our own families, and within 

the local and wider family of the 

church. Corpus Christi celebrates 

the bonds of affection within the 

Body of Christ. We celebrate the gift 

of the Eucharist on this day, and 

have an opportunity to consider the 

gift of the community of faith, and 

its role within the community at 

large.  

 In 2014 from Ash Wednesday up 

to Corpus Christi, we gave you 

themes to fit the Lectionary read-

ings. Now, in 2015, themes have 

been chosen to mirror the liturgical 

themes as set in the lectionary for 

Lent, Eastertide and Trinity, hop-

ing that they will enable God in 

Christ to deepen the spiritual life of 

families within our diocese and be-

yond. In particular, the bonds of 

love and self-sacrifice within the 

family feature strongly during Lent, 

as we consider how God through Je-

sus Christ offered himself in love for 

us. Humility and simplicity are 

characteristics which foster trust. It 

is imperative to see Jesus as a role 

model for our own behaviour both 

as parents and children.  

 We as the diocesan family need 

to focus on family and education. In 

our past history as the Eastern 

Cape community, families and edu-

cation were affected by the migra-

tory labour system, the seven Xhosa 

Wars, and the imposition of a suc-

cession of education systems and 

regulations. Among negative results 

were an increase in the divorce 

rates, domestic violence, child 

abuse, rape and other factors that 

affected the family. This resulted to 

unhealthy marriages, unbalanced 

families and an unbalanced society. 

As a church we are called to lead in 

the restoration of family life and 

education. 

 

Grace and peace 

(IsiXhosa: tyhila kwiphepha lesi-4) 
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P O Box 6013  

Grahamstown 6141  

Tel. 046 622 8111 

Fax 046 622 6424 

E-mail:  

guesthouse@umaria.co.za; 

www.umaria.co.za 

The Guesthouse at 
Mariya uMama weThemba  

Monastery 

As part of the Benedictine ministry of hospitality, 

the monks of Mariya uMama weThemba Monas-

tery offer a 25 bed, fully equipped guesthouse for 

those seeking a quiet place of prayer and retreat 

and for meetings. The Guesthouse is open from 

Tuesday morning until Sunday afternoon.  

By Aphiwe Mame and Anninge 

Kreft 

Last year in December 

church musicians and cho-

risters gathered in the 

mother city, Cape Town, for 

the 51st Summer School of 

the Royal School of Church 

Music (RSCM). This took 

place from 29 December to 

5 January, and included a 

variety of choir activity and 

vocal training. 

 Four choristers from 

Grahamstown Cathedral, 

attended this event, which 

enhanced their music abili-

ties and understanding of 

church music.  

 They took part in won-

derful church services. One 

of the services that stood 

out was Compline, a can-

dlelit service with glorious 

plainsong in Diocesan Col-

lege (“Bishops”) chapel, 

where the acoustics are su-

perb. Rustenburg High 

School for Girls was an 

ideal venue for the Summer 

School, with its amazing 

view of Table Mountain.  

 The Director of this 

Summer School was Gar-

mon Ashby, who lived and 

worked in South Africa un-

til 2001 when he went to 

the United States of Amer-

ica to further his education 

in choral and church music.  

 The repertoire ranged 

from extremely technical 

and complicated music to 

pieces which were simple 

and easy to learn. Choris-

ters had to work hard in 

rehearsals, and the juniors 

had a button system where 

they were awarded buttons 

for paying attention and 

answering questions cor-

rectly. [There was keen 

competition for the buttons, 

which could be exchanged 

for sweets at the Tuck Shop! 

Ed.] 

 As a relief in the midst 

of all the hard work the 

choristers enjoyed a trip to 

Kirstenbosch National Bo-

tanical Garden,  nestled at 

the foot of Table Mountain. 

Walking on the centenary 

tree canopy walkway 

known as the “Boomslang” 

was rather scary for some 

of them. On New Year’s 

Eve there was a chance to 

learn ceilidh dancing which 

is similar to Scottish tradi-

tional dancing but slightly 

different. The last two ser-

vices, a sung Eucharist and 

a Solemn Evensong ended 

the Summer School on a 

high note.  

 Surely all those who at-

tended agree that this was 

an unforgettable experi-

ence. Anyone who can sing 

should definitely try to at-

tend the next RSCM Sum-

mer School. 

RSCM Summer School hits all the right notes 

Well directed: Garmon Ashby 

(left) was the Director of the 

Summer School, seen here 

with Barry Smith a South Afri-

can composer and former 

Cape Town Cathedral organ-

ist, who paid a surprise visit 

to the Summer School. 

In good voice: Four choristers from Grahamstown Cathedral, 

Aphiwe Mame, Sesona Bay,  Maggy Clarke and David 

Foulkes, attended the RSCM Summer School in Cape Town. 

Nerve-wracking: The “Boomslang” walkway in Kirstenbosch 

Gardens, erected for the Gardens’ centenary, gives visitors 

the chance to walk at tree-top level, which some found 

scary, especially when it swayed! 

Aphiwe Mame is a member of 

Grahamstown Cathedral Choir, 

and Anninge Kreft comes from 

St Philip’s Church Choir in 

Gordon’s Bay. 

Name:___________________________ 

 

Address:_________________________ 

 

________________________________ 

Contact Telephone Nos: 

________________________________ 

Email Address: 

________________________________ 

 

Donation Amount: R/$/£ 

_____________________ 

 

Method of Payment:   

EFT         Cheque Cash 

 

Signature:________________________ 

Target R10,000,000 

 
Diocesan Development Trust 

Standard Bank: 

Branch Code: 050419 

Account No:  081 066813 

Registration No: 131-645-NPO 

 

Ref. Code:  BA & your name 

RETURN OF SUPPORT FOR THE BISHOP’S APPEAL 
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Bantu abathandekayo bakaThixo 

 

Kuyinyhweba enkulu ukuba ndinib-

halele ekuqaleni kuka-2015. Ndi-

yaphinda ndithi Nyaka oMtsha kuni 

nonke. 

      Njengoko ninokufunda kwiPhepha 1 

lale ntetho, sibhenele kuni ukuba nisix-

hase ngemali yokuqhuba imisebenzi ye-

cawe nisebenzisa iGrahamstown Dioce-

san Development Trust (iTrasti yo-

Phuhliso yeDayosisi  yaseRhini), eyin-

galo yethu yophuhlisio, ukwandisa 

iipherishi  ukuhlangabezana neemfuno 

zomsebenzi kaThixo kuKrestu. Iinkcu-

kacha ngaloo nto zinokufumaneka  ngo-

kuthi niqhagamshelane  noArchdeacon 

to the Ordinary BTM Mfenyana kule 

nombolo 072-036-3232 okanye uCanon 

Cynthia Webbstock ku-043-642-

1330/073-180-0311. 

 Kwicawa yangaphambili iLente yay-

ilixesha lokulungiselela ubhaptizo 

ngePasika. Ndawonye nokuzila, uku-

hambisa ebantwini amalizo nokuthan-

daza, imfundiso ngendlela yokuphila 

entsha yayiyinto eqwalaselwe nzulu.  

ULwesithathu wothuthu usinyanzela 

ukuba sijongane ngqo nokuba ngabatu 

abajongwe kukufa, ucela umngeni kuthi 

ukuba sicinge ngokutsha ngobomi bethu 

ngokungqamene nobudlelane bethu 

noThixo nabamelwane bethu. Iicawe 

zeLente ngokulandelelana kwazo  zisi-

bonisa isipho sikaThixo esikhulu sosin-

diso.  Le Lente iza kungenisa imixholo 

ezalana nalowo, kugxininiswe kwiim-

pawu zeentsapho zamaKrestu eziphili-

leyo. 

 Ithuba lePasika kumaxa akudala 

lalahlukile kancinci ngogxininiso. Njen-

gokuba ebhaptiziwe, amaKrestu amat-

sha  ayengeniswa esaziswa kwiimfihlelo 

ezintsha zemiqondiso yobhaptizo noM-

thendeleko. Singathi babefundiswa 

apha phakathi kwinkolo yobuKrestu. 

Ukuhambisana naloo nto, ugxininiso 

lwethu ngexesha lePasika luya kuba 

semfundweni kuluntu lwethu ngalunye: 

imfundo ngokwasemoyeni, ukufunda 

koluntu jikelele, ukufundisa imisebenzi 

ethile. Imfundo yoluntu (umz. Uku-

qeqeshwa kwabavoti nokuboniswa 

ngedemokhrasi nendlela esebenza 

ngayo), njl. Ekufikeleleni esiphelweni 

kwexesha lePasika, ngePentekosti 

(phakathi kuJuni) siza kugxininisa kwi-

intsikelelo, uqhagamshelwano, usetyen-

ziso lweelwimi ngeelwimi, nendlela yo-

kuthetha esidlangalaleni.  Ezi zinto zi-

hambisana nemeko yabafundi kuluntu 

oluneenkcubeko ezahlukileyo.  Imfundo 

yabo kufuneka ibaxhobise ukuba babe 

nokumelana neli hlabathi  linika umdla 

licela umngeni. 

 ICawa yoMTriniti isinika ithuba lo-

kumisa iingqondo zethu kuYise, uN-

yana noMoya oNgcwele kubudlelane, 

yaye icela umngeni kuthi ukuba sakhe 

ubudlelane obomeleleyo nobundilekileyo 

kwiintsapho zethu, kwiintsapho zokuh-

lala nakwiintsapho zetyalike ngoku-

banzi. ICorpus Christi ibhiyozela amak-

honkco othando ngaphakathi kuMzimba 

kaKrestu. Ngale mini sibhiyozela isipho 

soMthendeleko oNgcwele, sinikwe 

nethuba lokucinga ngesipho sobudle-

lane babangcwele nendima yabo ku-

luntu ngokubanzi. 

 Ngo-2014 ukusukela ngoLwe-

sithathu wothuthu ukuya kwiCorpus 

Christi saninika imixholo ehambelana 

nezifundo zelekshinari. Ngoku ku-2015 

kukhethwe imixholo ehambelana ne-

mixholo yenkqubo-nkonzo edweliswe 

kwilekshinari ngeli xesha leLente, 

ithuba lePasika noMTriniti sinethemba 

lokuba iya kwenza ukuba uThixo kuK-

restu  abenze bendele ngakumbi ubomi 

basemoyeni beentsapho apha kwiday-

sisi yethu nangaphaya kwayo. Ngoku-

kodwa amakhonkco othando nokuzenza 

idini elusatsheni zizinto ezibekwe 

phambili ngeli thuba leLente, njengoko 

sicinga ngendlela awathi ngayo uThixo 

ngoYesu Krestu  wazinikezela ngayo 

kkuthi ngothando. Ukuthobeka nokuba 

ngabantu abaphila ubomi obulula ziim-

pawu eziphuhlisa ukuthembana. Ku-

balulekile ukuba uYesu abonwe njen-

gomzekelo wendlela esimele kuziphatha 

ngayo singabazali nabantwana. 

 Thina silusapho lwedayosisi kufu-

neka sigxile kusapho nakwimfundo. 

Kwimbali yethu yangaphambili silu-

luntu lweMpuma Koloni uluntu, iintsa-

pho  nemfundo zaya zachaphazeleka 

yinkqubo yokuya kuphangela kootata 

kude namakhaya abo, iimfazwe zamaX-

hosa ezisixhenxe, izinga loqhawulo-

m t s ha t o ,  u k u ph a t h wa  k a k u b i 

kweentsapho emakhaya, ukuphathwa 

kakubi kwabantwana, udlwengulo nez-

inye izinto ezichaphazela usapho. Loo 

nto yazala imitshato eheshe-heshe, 

iintsapho ezingazinzanga noluntu olun-

gazinzanga. Siyicawe sibizelwa ekubeni 

sikhokele kwiphulo lokubuyiselwa ko-

bomi bosapho nemfundo. 

 

Ubabalo noxolo  
 

 

 

 

 

 

(For English, see page 2) 

        uBishophu uEbenezer ubhala athi…  

 Ukujolisa kuSapho neMfundo ukusuka kwiLente  

 ukuya kwiPentekosti  

By Kholiwe Mkiva 

The Mothers’ Union from St Bartholomew’s Church 

Alice celebrated Christmas Day with the elders at St 

Augustine’s, Njwaxa Location, Middledrift.  

 

The Rector, Nomakorinte Biko, is in front, and at the 

back Mrs Nontsasa Tyali and Lungiswa Kenene who 

were handing out presents (warm slippers and toilet-

ries). Thanks were expressed to St Mark’s East Lon-

don and their Rector Barry Wittstock, for their assis-

tance with the toiletries. 

Alice MU members bring Christmas joy 

to Middledrift elders 
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FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF SPIRITUALITY 
 
 Redefining Blessedness 

By Mark Spyker 

 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  (Matthew 5:3-6) 

Irish rock star Bono has said, “Grace defies reason and logic. Love in-

terrupts, if you like, the consequences of your actions, which in my 

case is very good news indeed, because I’ve done a lot of stupid stuff.” 

 

Looking at the Beatitudes it is clear that through all the different cate-

gories of people Jesus blessed, everyone is welcomed into the king-

dom of God. Jesus’ fundamental message is that God’s rule and right-

eousness is now available to everyone through reliance on Jesus him-

self. Also, if this is an open invitation to the kingdom of God, then it 

follows that the Beatitudes are not rules or conditions for acceptance, 

approval, salvation, blessing, or employment in God’s Kingdom. All are 

welcome! Nothing disqualifies us from entering the Kingdom. 

 

This is the reverse of what we would expect in the world. Jesus takes 

those people we usually think of as unblessed and unblessable and 

shows that life in the Kingdom of God makes them blessed. Today that 

would include the fat, old, poor, illiterate, impotent, sick, disabled, 

drug addicted, crippled, divorced, grieving, bullied, gay, and many 

others we find out on the edge of society. In the kingdom of heaven all 

are welcome, and we can be blessed in spite of everything! 

 

The Beatitudes are a timeless invitation to everyone to enter the king-

dom of heaven, and nothing can keep you out, no matter how much of 

a sinner you have been. That’s Good News, because many of us have 

the same feelings of spiritual poverty that Jesus’ audience did: grief 

stricken & humiliated, but longing to live a godly life. “Come to me”, 

says Jesus in Matthew 11:28, “all you that are weary and are carrying 

heavy burdens, and I will give you rest”. 

 

As John Newton put it in his famous hymn:  

“Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,  

That saved a wretch like me. 

I once was lost but now am found, 

Was blind, but now I see.” 

 

Many of us are waiting for that moment when we’ll ‘get it all to-

gether’, but Jesus does not want us to wait around to reach some 

imaginary standard of worthiness. Right now, as rough and rude and 

unpolished and sinful as we are, Jesus will take us; and not just us, but 

all those around us we find unacceptable too. 

 

“Enlighten the eyes of our hearts, O Lord, so we may not only see and 

receive your mercy but also notice the places in our world where you 

call us to extend mercy. Amen.” 

Reverend Father in God, we present these persons … The Dean presents the 

candidates. L-R: Tyronne Boucher, Pumzile Guzana (St Matthew’s Keiskammahoek), 

Feliciano Janneker, Lindelwa Kunene and Nokuzola Kota (St Gregory Mdantsane). 

Luvuyo Mpangeva (Dimbaza), Nobuntu 

Mageza and Thandi Mosothoane (St 

Saviour East London). 

Ordination on 16 December 
(Continued from page 1) 

More pictures can be seen on the Grahamstown Diocese Website, diocesegrahamstown.org.za. 

Photos taken at the Ordination by the Official Photographer, Chris Walwyn, may be viewed at Foto First, Pepper Grove, 

Grahamstown, who will take orders for prints.  
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One woman makes a difference:  
Giving Christmas joy to the less privileged 

By Bill Gould 

 

Effectively a one-man Good Sa-

maritan band, 77-year-old Mrs Iris 

Mqotsi, a former warden of St John 

the Evangelist Parish, East London 

arranged with the assistance of her 

Rector, Randall Gallant, once again 

to provide a Christmas hamper of 

basic foodstuffs including sugar, 

rice, cooking oil, samp and beans 

for up to 100 unemployed men and 

women whose only home is on the 

streets. 

 Calling on the assistance of the 

Rotary Club of East London which 

donated some R10,000 towards 

sourcing this food, Mrs Mqotsi 

brought her “extended family” to St 

John’s on 6 December 2014 where 

they were first fed with spiritual 

food, including words of wisdom 

from Archdeacon Mpumlwana, be-

fore enjoying a small party and de-

parting delighted, each having re-

ceived their Christmas hamper. 

  

By Ntshukumo Zantsi 

Mbulelo Kenneth Ngqoza 

died at his mother’s home in 

Somerset East on 19 January 

2015. 

 Born in 1953 in Somerset 

East, he was the only child of 

Gugulethu Reginald Ngqoza 

uKhwalo and Nokhaya Geor-

gina Ngqoza uMamcethe.  

 He did his Primary and 

High Schooling in Somerset 

East where he matriculated, 

and then studied Education 

at Lovedale Training College, 

returning to Somerset East 

afterwards to teach. It was at 

this stage that he felt the 

calling towards full-time sti-

pendiary ordained ministry.  

 In 1981 he achieved his 

Diploma in Theology at the 

Federal Theological Semi-

nary. He was ordained Dea-

con in 1982 and Priest in 

1983. He served as a Deacon 

at St Peter’s Anglican 

Church under the late Revd 

Ngcangca and continued as a 

priest in the same parish 

under Canon Welile Kani. He 

then went on to serve at St 

Cyprian’s before being sent 

to St Michael and All Angels’ 

under the Revd Ben Botha. 

 He left the Diocese of Port 

Elizabeth in 1994, and went 

back to teaching in Cape 

Town from 1995-2001. Be-

cause of the passion he had 

for the ministry, he came 

back in 2005 and joined the 

Diocese of Grahamstown. He 

served in many parishes in-

cluding St Francis NU8 

Mdantsane (under the Revd 

Ndungane); St Andrew’s NU 

13 Mdantsane (with Arch-

deacon Ntlola); St. Katherine 

Berlin (with the Revd Tiso); 

St John and St Chad Zwelit-

sha (with then Archdeacon 

Ntlali); St Luke Mdolomba 

(under then Archdeacon 

Doda) and St Gregory NU2 

Mdantsane (at the time un-

der the Revd Zantsi), where 

he was given a General Li-

cence. His second wife On-

wabise Nontsokolo Jane 

Ngqoza, passed away in 

2013. Soon after her death 

his health deteriorated dras-

tically and he was in and out 

of hospital. He subsequently 

passed away on 19 January 

2015 after suffering a second 

stroke. 

 He loved sport so much, 

particularly rugby and ka-

rate. Wherever he went, he 

was affectionately referred to 

as Sensei T. O.    

 He leaves behind his 

mother Nokhaya, his chil-

dren by his first marriage, 

Mawande, Mandilakhe and 

Melumzi.; and the extended 

family of aMazangwa and 

aMacethe.  

 Give thanks for his life 

and please pray for his fam-

ily.       

OBITUARY 

Mbulelo Ngqoza, Priest, teacher and karate Sensei 

A rare treat: These homeless men and women sit 

down to enjoy a Christmas party thanks to the gen-

erosity of Iris Mqotsi and her helpers. 

Mbulelo Ngqoza 

As part of her ongoing 

social ministry, Iris 

Mqotsi meets most of 

these homeless folk 

weekly, giving them food 

she is able to receive as 

generous donations from 

several East London su-

permarkets.  The people 

are widespread, living in 

Nahoon, near the East 

London Magistrate’s 

Court, and also close to 

the centre of East Lon-

don. 

With love and good 

wishes: Mrs Mqotsi 

hands over Christmas 

food parcels. 
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Surprise! At the end of the party, Santa surprised the children 

with gift packs, provided by First City Baptist Church and 

friends. 

East London churches join to host kids’ Christmas party 
By Faith Kabaale 

On 16 December 2014, National Reconciliation Day, Pat 

Govender, a trainer from Bible Centred Ministry, to-

gether with St Mark’s Church Cambridge, led by the 

Children’s Ministry team, organised a children’s Christ-

mas party at First City Baptist Church, Oxford Street, 

East London, from 10 am to 3 pm. 

 It was a fun-filled day, with various activities like 

singing, story-telling and games. 310 children, from Gar-

cia Flats, Reeston, St Mark’s, and Holy Cross Mdant-

sane, arrived at First City Baptist Church by buses and 

combis, along with their leaders (a leader per 12 chil-

dren). They were given a snack and lunch. 

 It was a very successful day, judging from the com-

ments of both the children and adults who attended. 

 Thanks were expressed for the efforts of various peo-

ple, on the stage, in the kitchen, in the grounds and be-

hind the camera, who made the day a success, and spe-

cial thanks to Barry Wittstock, Rector of St Mark’s. 

By Sinethemba Gayiza 

The Diocesan Youth Guild (DYG) 

closed off the year 2014 in style, and 

kickstarted 2015 on a highly spiri-

tual note, as the Guild held an 

Opening Service in King William’s 

Town East Archdeaconry. 

 The DYGs of Grahamstown and 

Khahlamba Dioceses held a joint 

Year-End function on the weekend 

of December 6th 2014 in Queens-

town. The celebrations were hosted 

at St Michael and All Angels Cathe-

dral. Bishop Nopece of Port Eliza-

beth happened to be officiating at a 

wedding at the cathedral and 

wished DYG members a happy 

weekend. 

 On 17 January the Parish of Holy 

Trinity in King William’s Town East 

Archdeaconry hosted the Opening 

Service of the DYG for 2015. The 

service focussed on a reading from I 

Corinthians 12:9, with youth mem-

bers affirming that indeed, the Lord 

God is with us during our weak-

nesses, with his sufficient grace. 

 This service set a unifying tone 

for the rest of the year as the Guild 

will in October hold its Bi-Annual 

Elective Conference in Grahams-

town Archdeaconry. A Constitu-

tional Summit was held on 7 Febru-

ary at St Andrew’s parish Ginsberg, 

and a Leadership Workshop will be 

hosted on the weekend of 20 March 

by East London South Archdea-

conry. 

 The Executive of the Guild to-

gether with Chaplain Archdeacon 

Dlanjwa are pleased that the year 

was started off on a strong spiritual 

note. 

Happy new year! Joyful young faces surround Archdeacon Zamile Dlanjwa in King 

William’s Town, where they held the DYG Opening Service of 2015. 

Right: Dressed to impress, DYG 

members taking part in the Traditional 

Dress contest at the End-of-Year 

Function in Queenstown. 

DIOCESAN YOUTH GUILD NEWS 

Joint Year-End function in Queenstown; 

Opening Service in King William’s Town  
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From the Bishop’s diary 

 

February 

10 Tue Chapter 

12  Thurs Diocesan Executive 

   Good Shepherd Trust 

15  Sun St Philip Gompo 

25  Wed Trusts Board, Diocesan 

   Finance Committee 

March 

11  Wed Clergy School 

15  Sun St Clement Grahamstown 

18  Wed COTT Council, Graduation 

   & installation of new Rector 

26  Thurs Diocesan Council 

28  Sat DSG Council 

 

April 

2  Thurs Maundy Thursday 

3  Fri Good Friday 

5  Sun Easter Day 

   

   
Umbuliso is your  

diocesan newspaper!  

Contributions welcome 
   

Please send news  to:  

P O Box 181, Grahamstown 6140 

Tel: 046 622 7803;  Fax 086 681 4677 

E-mail: 
umbuliso@grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

 

Umbuliso is published by the Diocese 

of Grahamstown, edited by Maggy 

Clarke, and printed by Dupli-Print, 

Grahamstown. 
   

Dead-line for next issue:  

20 March 2015 
Read Umbuliso online at 

www.grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

For Prayer 

Please pray for Archdeacon James 

Rusch, Rector of Kidd’s Beach, who 

has been having treatment for can-

cer. 

 

Please pray for the family of Canon 

Mcebisi Xundu of Port Elizabeth 

Diocese, who died recently. 

 

Prayers are asked for Philip Maka-

lima, a retired priest at St Philip 

Gompo. He has recently had to 

have amputations due to diabetes, 

and is undergoing physiotherapy at 

St Dominic’s Hospital in order to 

restore his mobility. Pray also for 

his children, and for St Philip’s Par-

ish. 

Archbishop Thabo Makgoba issued this 

statement on 23 January 2015. 

Taking part in the World Economic 

Forum in Davos, I have been 

shocked at the shooting, looting and 

killing that has been happening in 

parts of Soweto, the place where I 

grew up and regard as home. 

 We cannot allow the current ten-

sions to run at such high levels, 

even less to flare up into violence 

and the targeting of residents from 

elsewhere in Africa. I condemn the 

killing and destruction of property, 

and deeply regret that a law en-

forcement officer is said to have 

been involved. 

 I appeal to the authorities to get 

to the root of the crisis, to act 

speedily to stop these attacks from 

spreading and to bring perpetrators 

to book. 

 We all belong together and no 

one should be excluded from town-

ship life or be chased out. Revenge 

will not solve problems, only a dis-

play of our innate goodness and 

generous forgiveness will take us 

forward. 

 On behalf of the Anglican 

Church, I convey our condolences to 

all who have lost family members. 

School at the Monastery celebrates 5th birthday, first Grade 3 class graduates 

Archbishop speaks out against attacks on migrants Team Ministry Incumbent  

instituted at St Saviour’s 

By Bill Gould 

On 27 July 2014, Bishop Ebenezer 

instituted the Revd Godfrey Walton 

as Team Ministry Incumbent at St 

Saviour’s Parish, East London.  The 

style of Team Ministry Incumbent, 

which is not the same as Rector, 

reflects the Bishop’s decision, in 

Chapter, to form a Diocesan School 

of Ministry at St Saviour’s, the 

fruits of which are increasingly 

becoming evident. 

Umbuliso congratulates the first 

class of Grade 3 children who 

graduated from Holy Cross School 

at the end of 2014. The monks of 

Mariya uMama weThemba Monas-

tery are very proud of them and of 

the teachers, staff and volunteers 

who have made it possible.  

  

Holy Cross School is celebrating its 

fifth birthday in 2015. 

Proud Grade Threes of 

Holy Cross School, seen 

with teachers and 

volunteers. 


