
The Diocese of Gra-

hamstown celebrated 

its 160th anniversary 

in Grahamstown over 

the weekend of 22-23 

November 2014, with 

thought -provoking 

lectures, a Procession 

of Witness and a glori-

ous Eucharist service. 

 Proceedings began 

on the Saturday morn-

ing with the first 

David Russell Memo-

rial Lecture. Prof 

Barney Pityana, retir-

ing Rector of the Col-

lege of the Transfigu-

ration, reminded his 

audience of the role 

the Anglican Church 

had played in South 

Africa, and how many 

Anglicans had, like 

Bishop David Russell, 

been prominent in the 

struggle against apart-

heid. In a challenge to 

present-day Anglicans, 

he regretted that our 

Church was becoming 

“less and less visible 

in public life”. 

 Prof Chris Mann 

and his artist wife 

Julia Skeen enthralled 

the afternoon’s audi-

ence with their pres-

entation “The blessed 

company of all faithful 

people” which, Chris 

thought, was a more 

helpful translation 

than the way the 

phrase is rendered in 

the Apostles’ Creed: 

“The communion of 

the Saints”. Saints are 

too often assumed to 

be specially holy, 

whereas the “faithful 

people” can be under-

stood as all those who 

have gone before: the 

ancestors or the 

shades. The  assump-

tion made by mission-

aries that indigenous 

p e o p l e  w e r e 

“worshipping” their 

ancestors when they 

honoured them, was 

unhelpful. The speak-

ers were pleased to 

note that the 1989 

Prayer Book includes 

a liturgy for the un-

veiling of a tombstone. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Th e  ne w ly -

appointed Dioce-

san Financial 

Manager, Nceba 

January, is a 

Grahamstown 

man, and wor-

ships at the Ca-

thedral. 

 He took over 

from Cynthia de Beer at the begin-

ning of November 2014, having 

worked alongside her for a month. 

 His previous experience includes 

working as Finance Manager for 

Masifunde in Grahamstown, and 

teaching accountancy. He was re-

cently elected Treasurer of the Gra-

hamstown Diocesan Youth, but has 

resigned this position to avoid a 

conflict of interest. 
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Diocese of Grahamstown celebrates 

A visible witness: servers, Lay Ministers and Guilds, 
clergy and people arrive at the Cathedral for the 
thanksgiving service on 23 November. 

Warm thanks from the 
Bishop: Prof Barney 
Pityana receives a blanket 
after delivering the 
inaugural David Russell 
Memorial Lecture. 
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 The Word is made Flesh 

(IsiXhosa: tyhila kwiphepha lesi-4) 

Farewell to Cynthia de Beer, Diocesan Financial Manager 
At the end of October 2014 

Cynthia de Beer left the Dioce-

san Office, where she had been 

Financial Manager since Sep-

tember 2011. 

 At a farewell ceremony for 

her on 22 October attended by 

the Bishop of Grahamstown, 

Ebenezer Ntlali, the Diocesan 

Office staff, members of Chap-

ter and local clergy, tributes 

were paid to her for her devo-

tion and efficiency.  

 Cynthia de Beer was highly 

qualified for the post of Finan-

cial Manager, having previ-

ously been Diocesan Secretary 

of the Diocese of Kimberley 

and Kuruman. In tributes of-

fered at her farewell it was 

pointed out that within a year 

of Cynthia arriving in Gra-

hamstown the diocesan assess-

ment revenue had increased 

by 56%, improving the situa-

tion from a disastrous deficit 

to one of breaking even. This 

was attributed to her insis-

tence on discipline and her 

energetic visiting of every par-

ish to teach and train parish 

leadership how to manage 

their finances. 

 During 2015 Cynthia de 

Beer will be furthering her 

studies in Pretoria, and wait-

ing to see where the Lord will 

lead her next. 

Appreciation from the Mothers: Not only parishes, but also 
the MU, benefitted from being trained by Cynthia de Beer. 
MU President Mandisa Mhlwatika made a presentation at 
the farewell ceremony. 

We greet everybody in our diocese of 

Grahamstown and beyond, in the 

name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ. We say to all of you a 

“happy Christmas and a prosperous 

New Year”. 

 

In reading the Gospel of John 1:1-14 

one can understand that the Logos 

(Word) could not have been the life 

and the light of human beings from 

the beginning, if in the fullness of 

time he had not been “born of God” 

and “become flesh”. 

 St John met the Word of God 

made flesh in the person of Jesus 

Christ, and testified: “we beheld his 

Glory as of the only-begotten from 

the Father, full of grace and 

truth.” (Lenski, Interpretation of St 

John’s Gospel, 1943, p. 70-71.)  

 The concept “the Word is made 

flesh” is shown in a simple way in 

the Nicene Creed: “who for us hu-

man beings, and for our Salvation, 

came down from heaven, was incar-

nate of the Holy Spirit and the Vir-

gin Mary and was made man.” 

 This means that God has taken 

our manhood into himself. Thus we 

have the privilege of being one with 

God. As the soul and flesh are one 

in a human being, so are God and 

man one in Christ. By “flesh” we 

understand the whole person, body 

and soul. (Lenski, p. 70-74). 

 St Paul writes to Timothy 

“beyond all question, the mystery of 

godliness is great: He appeared in a 

body, was vindicated by the spirit, 

was seen by angels, was preached 

among the nations, was believed on 

in the world was taken up in 

glory.” (I Tim 3:16) 

 The Christ event, the Word made 

flesh, is always preceded by four 

Sundays in Advent. In this season 

of Advent, as disciples of Christ we 

are called to prepare ourselves, 

through prayer and study of scrip-

tures, for the coming of Christ into 

our hearts. 

 We are called that the Word 

made flesh in us may transform us 

to think as Jesus Christ does; to 

open our lives to being shaped by 

the Word made flesh in us, to see 

Jesus Christ as our role model. He 

shows us how to live and gives us 

the power to live that way (1 Peter 

2: 21). 

 Through our repentance and 

faith in Jesus, he cleanses us by his 

blood and sets us free from sin 

through his death and resurrection, 

and we become the children of God 

in him. When Jesus the Living 

Word was made flesh and born, peo-

ple could see in him the expression 

of God in human form. Therefore, 

we need not to minimize either the 

humanity or the divinity of Christ; 

he is both God and human being. 

Through the mystery of the incar-

nation God has demonstrated how 

he loves us, by stooping down to us 

on earth to initiate redemption. 

This is fully expressed by St John: 

“For God so loved the world that he 

gave his one and only son, that who-

ever believes in him shall not perish 

but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 

God used a different approach to 

saving his humanity to that of the 

Jews, who believed salvation could 

be obtained by keeping the Law. 

 The reality of the incarnate 

Word is not simply that Christ had 

a real body of flesh and blood, but 

that his body was the tent of the 

eternal God amongst us.  

 May God in Christ continue to 

reveal himself through the Church, 

so that human beings in South Af-

rica may become a new creation 

through the Word made flesh 

(incarnation) and may become 

agents of change, that through 

them South Africa may become an 

environment of safety for all.  
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Fax 046 622 6424 
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guesthouse@umaria.co.za; 
www.umaria.co.za 

The Guesthouse at 
Mariya uMama weThemba  

Monastery 

As part of the Benedictine ministry of hospitality, 
the monks of Mariya uMama weThemba Monas-
tery offer a 25 bed, fully equipped guesthouse for 
those seeking a quiet place of prayer and retreat 
and for meetings. The Guesthouse is open from 
Tuesday morning until Sunday afternoon.  

By Andrew-John Bethke,  
Cathedral Director of Music 

The Cathedral Choir held its first 

training camp for young choristers 

in Hogsback over the weekend of 3-

5 October. Most of the choir juniors 

were able to attend, 30 school pupils 

aged 10-18, accompanied by four 

adults. The weekend was full of 

singing, laughter, walking and hik-

ing and, of course, eating.  

 The first focus of the camp was to 

learn new music for the last quarter 

of the year, and this was a success-

ful exercise. One of the pieces was a 

rather tricky carol by Francis 

Poulenc, probably the most har-

monically daring piece the choir has 

attempted in recent years.  

 The second was for the Choir Di-

rector to work with the boys whose 

voices had broken in the last 18 

months. The intention here was 

help them develop vocal control and 

dexterity, especially with the new 

range of their broken voices. This 

was well received and should help 

them develop into strong tenors and 

basses. 

 The third was to experience some 

of the beauty of Hogsback. On Sat-

urday morning there was a trek to 

the majestic waterfall “Madonna 

and Child” with a brief detour to 

“Big Tree” (a 600-year-old yellow-

wood which towers above all the 

other trees in the vicinity). The sur-

rounding forest was lush and green 

after the recent rains, and it was a 

pleasure to be under the protective 

canopy of the forest in the warmth 

of the mid-spring weather. A 

smaller group of children and adults 

embarked on a moonlight hike to 

the 39 Steps wa-

t e r f a l l .  T h e 

brightness of the 

moon was incredi-

ble and illumi-

nated the path 

most of the way.  

 On the final 

Sunday morning, 

after a very early 

start to pack up, 

the group went to 

St Patrick’s-on-

the-Hill (the local 

e c u m e n i c a l 

church) .  The 

church can only 

a c c o m m o d a t e 

about 70 people, and the choir to-

gether with the normal congrega-

tion filled the space to capacity. The 

choir sang a number of songs during 

the service, including two of their 

own compositions: the Gloria and 

Agnus Dei from the Choristers’ 

Mass. They also sang “Ukuthula” 

and two of their favourite hymns: 

“Broken for me” and “I, the Lord, of 

sea and sky”. 

 This first choir camp was a great 

success. Grateful thanks go to Peter 

Breetzke who organised the bus and 

drove it; Sally Terry who acted as 

cook and general choir mom; Jessica 

Smith who helped organise children 

into singing groups and kept every-

one in check; Marian Jayes who 

helped cater and buy food (as well 

as a host of other logistical techni-

calities); Graeme College for the 

loan of the bus; and the Cook/

Bethke/Webster family for allowing 

the use of  their property 

“Komkhulu” for the weekend. Spe-

cial acknowledgement must also go 

to the Donaldson Trust, whose fund-

ing helped pay for the transport and 

training aspects of the camp. 

Singing, laughter, hiking and eating at Cathedral choir’s Hogsback camp 

The hills were alive with the sound of music when the Cathe-
dral Choir juniors visited Hogsback for the weekend. Here they 
gather round the “Big Tree”. 

Thy rod and staff…  Sixolile Lamani  
equipped himself with a stout pole for 
serious walking. 

Diocesan 160th Anniversary Celebrations 

 On the following 

morning the Diocese was 

well represented at a 

thanksgiving Eucharist 

in the Cathedral, which 

was preceded by a proces-

sion of witness from the 

Drostdy Arch down the 

High Street .  The 

preacher was Canon Prof 

Barney Pityana and the 

Choir of Holy Cross 

Mdantsane led the sing-

ing. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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(For English, see page 2) 

Sibulela wonke umntu kwidayosisi 

yethu yaseRhini nangaphaya kwayo, 

egameni leNkosi noMsindisi wethu 

uYesu Krestu. Sithi kuni nonke 

“iKrismesi emnandi noNyaka omtsha 

oqhelezela okuhle.” 

 

Xa sifunda iVangeli kaYohane 1: 1-14 

ubani uye aqonde ukuba uLizwi 

ngewayengakhange abe bubomi 

n o k h a n y i s o  l o l u n t u  u k u b a 

wayengathanga kwasekuqaleni “azalwe 

nguThixo” “abe yinyama”. 

 UYohane oNgcwele wadibana 

noLizwi kaThixo kubuqu bukaYesu 

Krestu, wangqina esithi “sabubona 

ubuQaqawuli bakhe, ubuqaqawuli 

kanye bowokuphela kwamzeleyo uYise, 

ezele lubabalo nayinyaniso (Lenski, 

Interpretation of St John’s Gospel, 

1943, p. 70-71). 

 Le ngcinga ithi “ULizwi waba 

yinyama” ibonakaliswa ngendlela elula 

kwiSivumo soKholo saseNikheya: 

“Ngenxa yethu thina bantu nangenxa 

yosindiso lwethu wehla ezulwini 

ngamandla oMoya oyiNgcwele wazalwa 

yintombi uMariya, waba ngumntu.” 

 Loo nto ithetha ukuba uThixo 

uthabathele kuye ubuntu bethu. Ngoko 

ke sinenyhweba yokuba sibe banye 

noThixo.  Ngenxa yokuba umoya 

nenyama ziyinto enye emntwini, 

ngokunjalo uThixo nomntu banye 

kuKrestu. Xa sithetha “ngenyama” 

s i t h e t h a  n g o m n t u  e w o n k e , 

k u b a n d a k a n y w a  u m z i m b a 

nomphefumlo. (Lenski, p.70-74). 

 UPawulos oNgcwele ubhalela 

u T i m o t i  a t h i ,  “ K a n a n j a l o , 

ngokuvunyiweyo, inkulu imfihlelo yona 

leyo yokuhlonela uThixo: lowo 

w a b o n a ka l a l i s w a  e s e n y a m e n i , 

wagwetyelwa esemoyeni, wabonakala 

kwizithunywa zezulu, wavakaliswa  

phakathi kweentlanga, kwakholelwa 

kuye ehlabathini, wenyuswa waba 

sebuqaqawulini.” (1Tim 3:16). 

 Esi siganeko sikaKrestu, ulizwi 

enziwe inyama, sisoloko sisandulelwa 

ziiCawe ezine zeAdventi. Ngeli xesha 

leAdventi, njengabalandeli bakaKrestu 

sibizelwa ekubeni sizilungiselele, 

ngomthandazo nangokufunda izibhalo, 

silungiselele ukuza kukaKrestu 

ezintliziyweni zethu. 

 Sibizelwe ukuba uLizwi owenziwe 

waba yinyama kuthi asiguqule ukuba 

sicinge njengoYesu Krestu; sivule 

ubomi bethu ukuba sibunjwe nguLizwi 

owenziwe waba yinyama okuthi, ukuba 

s i m b o n e  u Y e s u  e n g u m z e k e l o 

emasiwulandele. Usibonisa indlela 

emasiphile ngayo asinike amandla 

okuba siphile ngaloo ndlela (1 Pet 2:21). 

 Ngenguquko yethu nangokukholwa 

kwethu kuKrestu, uyasihlambulula 

ngegazi lakhe asikhulule esonweni 

ngokufa kwakhe nokuvuka kwakhe, 

sibe ngabantwana bakaThixo sikuye. 

Xa uYesu uLizwi oPhilayo wenziwa 

inyama wazalwa, abantu baya banakho 

ukubona kuye ukuvakaliswa kukaThixo 

ekwimo yomntu. Ke ngoko akufuneki 

sibucuthe ubuntu  okanye ubuThixo 

bukaKrestu; kuba unguThixo yaye 

ukwangumntu.  Ngommangal i so 

wokwenziwa kukaKrestu abe yinyama 

uThixo uyibonakalisi le  indlela 

asithanda ngayo, ngokuthi ehle eze 

emhlabeni aqalise ngosindiso. Loo nto 

ichazwa ngokupheleleyo nguYohane 

oNgcwele:  “Kuba wenjenje uThixo 

ukulithanda kwakhe ihlabathi, ude 

wancama unyana wakhe ekuphela 

kwamzeleyo, ukuze bonke abakholwayo 

kuye bangatshabalali, koko babe 

nobomi obungunaphakade” (Yoh 3:16). 

U T h i x o  w a s e b e n z i s a  i n d l e l a 

eyahlukileyo yokusindisa uluntu 

lwakhe kuleyo yamaYuda wona 

awayekholelwa ekubeni  usindiso 

lunokufumaneka ngokugcina umthetho.  

 Inyaniso ngoLizwi obe yinyama 

asikokuba uKrestu waba nomzimba 

wokwenene oyinyama negazi kuphela, 

kodwa  umzimba  wakhe  waba 

ngumnquba kaThixo wamaphakade 

phakathi kwethu. 

 W a n g a  u T h i x o  k u K r e s t u 

angaqhubela phambili ezibonakalisa 

ngeTyalike yakhe, ukuze uluntu 

kuMzantsi Afrika lube nokuba 

zizidalwa ezitsha ngoLizwi obe yinyama 

lube ziiarhente zenguqulelo, ukuze 

n g a b o  i b e  n o k u b a  y i n d a w o 

ekhuselekileyo kubantu bonke. 
 

 

 

 

 

ULizwi waba yiNyama 

by Sinetemba Siwisa 
On 24 September 2014, the youth of St 

Saviour’s, East London celebrated Heri-

tage Day by remembering the cultural 

heritage of the different cultures that 

are found within South Africa. Their 

main focus was to celebrate cultural 

diversity, and to embrace the diverse 

traditions and values that contribute to 

our beautiful rainbow nation. 

 Wearing various traditional 

dresses, they enjoyed music, dance and 

food from several different cultures.  In 

doing so, they were not only celebrating 

their differences but also remembering 

their origins, where they come from 

and the things that make them who 

they are, as together they form their 

cultural and traditional identity. 

 The youth were reminded that, as 

Christ died for all nations, it is vital to 

celebrate our heritage because it is how 

God ordained us to be. We should al-

ways remember that we have a new 

heritage and identity in Christ as we 

are fortunate to be called his children.  

Heritage remains what a person ac-

quires throughout their lives which has 

been passed from one generation to the 

next. 

 Christianity is also a heritage it-

self, as Christ brought this relationship 

with Him to be the new way of living 

for those who believe. We are his in-

heritors as we do not inherit only the 

things of this world but the heavenly 

things as well. 

The Rainbow People of God was what 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu called South 
Africans. The Youth of St Saviour’s East 
London wore their brightest traditional 
dress for heritage Day. 
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By Nandi Mazinyo 

On the 7th of September 2014 the 

Holy Name parish in Stutterheim 

had the privilege to receive a dele-

gation of worshippers from their 

sister parish the Church of Ascen-

sion, Silver Spring, Maryland, in 

the United States.  

 The delegation was led by Bob 

Brown and his wife Anne, and was 

accompanied by Canon Ntshingwa 

of St Martin, East London. The rela-

tionship which the parish is now 

enjoying and nurturing with the 

Church of Ascension was forged 

during the difficult days of apart-

heid when Father Ntshingwa was 

still Rector of the Holy Name Parish 

in Stutterheim. 

 It was indeed a signal honour for 

the Holy Name parishioners to wor-

ship on that day with their guests 

from the States. The Americans, 

very much to their delight, wit-

nessed Canon Ntshingwa and the 

current Rector of the Holy Name 

Parish Father Mnukiso officiate at 

the admission as full members of 

two young recruits into the Holy 

Name Youth Guild fold.  

 After the service the guests were 

dined sumptuously by the parish 

council and during this time ideas, 

experiences and lessons were ex-

changed. 

FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF SPIRITUALITY 

 
 

Christmas poems 

By Margaret Fourie 

An inconvenient census from a foreign power 
drew Joseph and his Mary – 
inconveniently pregnant –  
to Bethlehem. 
 
No convenient place to stay 
meant taking their frustration  
to an inconveniently rustic place 
where Jesus was born. 
 
Not what you’d plan. 
 
And ever since then 
his coming has been 
at inconvenient times  
in inconvenient ways  
to frustrate us out of a familiar rut, 
shake up every prejudice, 
till something new is born 
 
and Christmas breaks again.  
                                                     2013 

A special link: Parish Council members of Holy Name Stutterheim welcoming their 
visitors from the Church of the Ascension, Silver Spring in the USA, together with 
Canon Lulama Ntshingwa and Simphiwe Mnukiso, Rector of Holy Name. 

In an inexorable pattern of moves 
we plot our Christmas course, 
lurching from confession to carol 
to midnight and mass, 
with hardly a break between; 
and no time to pause in wonder 
on the grimy floor of an unswept cave 
where a teenager bleeds in birth 
and God weakly cries for milk. 
And I wonder what you are doing, 
if it’s the same for you – 
a Christian for others 
and very little for yourself. 
I pray that your battered soul 
may know his peace this year; 
that he will make for you 
your own star to guide 
to your own secret place 
where God waits.  For you.  
      1994 

Holy Name Stutterheim hosts visitors from USA link parish 
Link forged in struggle days has stood the test of time 
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Speakers and Events 
By Cyril Nonjobe  
The speaker of the day, Mr Mlandeli Vazi, talked about the 

behaviour of a man in and around his home, at work and at 

church. The panellists were Bro Khuselo Mhambi and a mem-

ber of the royal family, King Ncamashe. The Revd Myeko from 

the Diocese of Mbhashe gave a powerful address on the theme 

“Jesus for Africa”. The Revd Myeko holds the Provincial portfo-

lio of Social Responsibility.  

 Afterwards the Amadodana visited the home of a severely 

disadvantaged family, the Bazelas, and made donations of a 

bed, groceries, R600 and all the food remaining from the con-

ference. 

 The Diocesan Bishop and Provincial Chairman Bro M Tsika 

presented awards for long service, best performance and love 

and dedication. Thanks were expressed to the Revd Silwana, 

Bro T Mgatyelwa and Bro Tsika for their part in staging a 

unique and successful conference. 

Bishop’s moves: The Bishop dances with the amadodana be-
fore preaching. 

Bernard Mizeki Guild Diocesan Conference at Bernard Mizeki Church 
The Diocesan Conference of the Bernard Mizeki Men’s Guild 

was held from Friday, 3 October 2014 to Sunday, 5 October, 

appropriately at Bernard Mizeki Church in Scenery Park, East 

London. 

Concluding Eucharist 
By Bill Gould  
During a vibrant Eucharist service to 

conclude the Conference, in which the 

Amadodana actually outnumbered 

those present from the Mothers Union, 

the Bishop spoke impassionedly and 

thoroughly on Revelations 7:13-17, re-

vealing that Bernard Mizeki, who was 

a martyr, is one of those in the 144,000 

sealed as servants of God having been 

converted to be a missionary faithful 

even unto death. 

While there are many men in the 

Anglican Church of Southern Africa 

who regard Bernard Mizeki as their 

saint and claim to follow in his foot-

steps as they seek to follow Jesus 

Christ, the question is whether or not 

they have been converted as Mizeki 

was and are sharing his example.  Are 

they indeed thereby being better fa-

thers and sons within their families? 

Following his sermon, the Bishop 

inducted the new Diocesan Executive of 

the Guild. 

Also during the service was a sol-

emn a cappella performance by the Di-

ocesan Bernard Mizeki Choir prior to a 

very animated iculo lentshumelayo in 

which the Bishop joined, dancing as 

infrequently seen before. 

New Diocesan Office Bearers for 
St Bernard Mizeki Guild 
President: The Revd H L S Silwana 
Chairman: T Mgatyelwa 
Secretary: Nkoshlang Mkiva 
Treasurer: Mzwanele Kiviet 
Media: Cyril Nonjobe 
Training: Daniel Hashe 
Legal:  The Revd Arthur Wulana 
Social:  Zola Mkiva 

By Morgan Lands 

Sunday, October 26th was a very 

colourful, vibrant and auspicious 

occasion for St John’s Church.  The 

church was bedecked with many 

creative flower, fruit and vegetable 

arrangements to signify the 

church’s annual Harvest Day cele-

bration. 

 It was a joyous occasion with 

Bible readings in English, Afri-

kaans and Xhosa as well as beauti-

ful hymns which gave thanks to 

God for his bountiful mercies and 

for the beauty of the earth. Sacred 

symbols representing bread, coal, 

fish, fruit and vegetables, water 

and flowers were presented at the 

altar to honour God for his many 

blessings. 

 Parishioners generously donated 

their time, talents and money to 

glorify God; and by so doing they 

were obeying the instruction in 

Deuteronomy 26:1- 2, 10 – 11 

where God instructed: “place in a 

basket the first part of each crop 

that you harvest and you must take 

it with you to the one place of wor-

ship”. 

 Harvest Day donations of non-

perishable food, vegetables, fruit, 

clothing, shoes, books, toys, games 

and pet food were distributed 

amongst the Sunshine Children’s 

home, Salem Baby Centre as well 

as Pet Pals Animal Sanctuary. 

 Once more it was proven that if 

everyone offers just a little of what 

they have, together we are able to 

make up a lot, and by doing so, 

make a marked difference in the 

community by easing the suffering 

of those who are less fortunate and 

at the same time, bring glory to 

God. 

Harvest Festival at St John East London 

Praising God for all his good gifts: The 
altar steps at  St John East London piled 
high with Harvest offerings from the 
parishioners. 



Umbuliso Christmas 2014, page 7 

By Bill Gould 
Following freshening rain in 

previous days, the sun shone 

brightly on St Luke’s Mission 

Church as it marked its 160th 

anniversary of prayerful exis-

tence and spiritual growth 

with a weekend of celebra-

tions on 18-19 October 2014. 

 One of the four church 

missions established in the 

Eastern Cape during the 19th 

century, St Luke’s came into 

existence in 1854 as a result 

of the grant by Chief Mhala 

of an extensive tract of fertile 

land on the banks of the Na-

hoon River as a result of, 

some say, his enthusiasm for 

the Anglican missionaries or, 

as others say, because of his 

concern that he and his peo-

ple might be dispossessed of 

their lands by the colonial 

governor of the day, Sir 

George Grey. 

 St Luke’s Anglican Mis-

sion became one of the four 

established church missions 

in the eastern cape region 

which were named after the 

biblical Gospel writers. It 

grew from strength to 

strength with the construc-

tion of a solid church building 

which remains today, a school 

which is no longer open and 

whose fabric has seen better 

days. The stone rectory next 

to the church was reportedly 

burnt down, and has been 

replaced by a modern house. 

 In recent years, started by 

Bishop David Russell in 1998 

and continued by Bishops 

Thabo Makgoba and Ebene-

zer Ntlali, St Luke’s has de-

veloped a comprehensive pro-

gramme involving agricul-

tural development (180 hec-

tares were donated to 45 

beneficiaries in 2008), resi-

dential development with a 

sub-division providing for 

over 200 houses, and commu-

nity facilities including a po-

lice station, medical clinic, 

post office, a sports-field and 

other services.  The fruits of 

this programme are visible 

for all to see. Some of these 

continue to face challenges of 

capacity and commitment 

within the external struc-

tures that must be engaged to 

drive these projects forward. 

 Bishop Ebenezer spoke 

about the need for computer 

literacy, but in the context 

that there must first be a 

primary school, starting with 

Grade R and growing to 

Grade 7.  He said that this 

must be done as the school 

founders had built the 

church, teaching in isiXhosa 

(including science) and that 

there must be skills develop-

ment.  He added that a com-

munity centre – which is also 

needed – must also emerge 

from the development of a 

school. 

St Luke’s celebrates 160 years of prayerful existence 

How far is it to the Promised Land? Dr Mongezi Guma, retired 
Dean of Gaborone, seen between St Luke’s Rector Vuyani 
Mnqathu and the Bishop, spoke powerfully about St Luke’s 
future, drawing on Moses’ journey during which he was fre-
quently asked this question. 

By Babalwa Bali 
Over the weekend of the 17th -19th Oc-

tober, the members of the Guild of St 

Agnes Council had their annual leader-

ship training at the tranquil St Pius 

Centre in East London. It was facili-

tated mainly by Ms Nkosazana 

Maqoma, with the assistance of the 

Guild executive members. 

 The running theme throughout the 

weekend was Christian leadership – 

servant leadership. Ms Maqoma focus-

sed on helping the attendees under-

stand that as leaders in the Anglican 

Church they must embrace our Angli-

can culture and explore biblical text in 

informing our individual leadership 

styles. The Bible gives a plethora of ex-

amples of leadership and how the 

church should be run efficiently. For the 

Christian, leadership must assume a 

servant’s role as demonstrated in the 

life and ministry of Christ. 

 Because the Guild of St 

Agnes is under the guardian-

ship of the Mothers’ Union, it 

has a unique kind of leadership 

structure. Its leadership takes 

the form of a youth-adult part-

nership. This kind of leadership 

can be especially challenging, 

simply because it is not the tra-

ditional way in which we relate 

to each other. Ways to overcome 

these challenges were demon-

strated with fun and interactive 

activities. Everyone participated 

wholeheartedly in all the activities and 

tasks. 

 The weekend was a success: every-

one left motivated, feeling "locked into" 

the Church for a specific mission, to 

make disciples who make disciples. Not 

only did they leave feeling intentional 

about mission, but also intentional 

about planning, excellence and spiritual 

enlightenment. We all know for sure  

that effective leaders do not just plan 

well; they execute well. They do this 

through hard work and effective delega-

tion. The discipline of prayer that a 

young Christian leader should live by 

should be rooted in consistent immer-

sion in Scripture and a passion to live 

out their faith authentically. 

Gathered to give thanks: Visiting clergy and servers prepare to 
process in for the St Luke’s anniversary service. 

Guild of St Agnes trains future women leaders 

Learning to be servant leaders: St Agnes Guild 
Council members at their training weekend. 



Gareth Jones, 

Rector of Holy 

Trinity King Wil-

liam’s Town, has 

been appointed 

acting Archdeacon 

of King William’s 

Town East. 

Tim Fisher was 

re-licensed as Assistant Priest at St 

Peter Sidbury, St Barnabas Alice-

dale and St Cyprian Highlands on 

16 November. 

Mziwoxolo Doda has moved from 

St John and St Chad Zwelitsha, to 

be Rector of St Luke Mdolomba.  

The following priests who were 

priests-in-charge of their parishes, 

have been appointed Rectors of the 

same parishes: Temba Skweyiya 

(St John Gwaba and St Peter Zozo), 

Bukhosi Mabandla (St Paul Ze-

leni), and Pumza Tiso (St Paul 

with St Cyprian Qumrha). 

Siyabonga Ndyoki has been ap-

pointed Priest-in-Charge of St 

James Peddie. 

Simphiwe Silwana will be the 

new Rector of St Gregory Mdant-

sane with effect 1 January 2015. 

Kazeka Somhlahlo will be acting 

Rector of St Barnabas Tsholomnqa 

and St David Ncerha, also from 1 

January. 

Philip Dixie, retired priest and his 

wife Winnie have moved from Port 

Alfred to Clarens, in the Free State 

Diocese, because of Winnie’s health.  

 

 

From the Bishop’s Diary 

December 
16 Tue Ordination, Cathedral 
24 Wed Midnight Mass, Cathedral 
 
January 
6 Mon Diocesan Office opens 
24 Sat St Agnes Commemoration 
 
February 
2-6 Mon-Fri Synod of Bishops,  
8 Sun Installation of new Headmaster, 

St Andrew’s College 
10 Tue Chapter meeting 
11 Wed Diocesan Executive 
  Good Shepherd Trust 
14 Sat Deacons’ Workshop 
15 Sun St Philip Gompo 
18 Wed Ash Wednesday 
 
For further details see the Diocesan website  
www.grahamstowndiocese.org.za 
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Elizabeth Hunter, mother of An-

drew Hunter, Dean of Grahams-

town, died on 18 October at St 

Luke’s, the Community of the Res-

urrection home, where she had 

been living for some months. The 

Bishop conducted a Requiem Mass 

for her in the Cathedral. 

Margaret Fourie, Priest at Hogs-

back, has had a knee replacement 

in Cape Town but is now out of hos-

pital and doing well. 

Umbuliso greets those to be ordained 

p r i e s t  b y  t h e  B i s h o p  o f 

Grahamstown, Ebenezer Ntlali, on 

Tuesday 16 December: 

Tyronne Boucher, 
St Peter West 
Bank, East London;  
Pumzile Guzana, St 
Matthew’s Mission 
Keiskammahoek; 
Feliciano Janneker, 
St Mark 
Cambridge; 
Lindelwa Kunene, 
St Philip Gompo; 
Nokuzola Kota, St Gregory Mdantsane; 
Luvuyo Mpangeva, Holy Trinity, Dimbaza; 
Nobuntu Mageza, to be on loan to the 
Provincial Office of the ACSA for five 
years; 
Thandiwe Mosothoane, St Saviour East 
London; 
Nontsikelelo Njoli, Holy Trinity Dimbaza. 

Feliciano Janneker 

Gareth Jones 

A tapestry of an Afri-

can Madonna by the 

Keiskamma Art Pro-

ject, based in Ham-

burg near East Lon-

don, was hung above  

the Lady Chapel altar 

in the Cathedral in 

November. It has been 

given in memory of the 

late Canon Doctor Bob 

Clarke, who for many 

years used to celebrate 

the Eucharist every 

Friday morning at 

that altar. The tapes-

try will be dedicated in 

2015, at a date to be 

set. 

 The Keiskamma 

Project has built up a 

world-wide reputation 

for their art works, 

one of which hangs in 

the Houses of Parlia-

ment in Cape Town. 

Another, which was 

dedicated in a service 

in Grahamstown Ca-

thedral, went on tour 

to Canada and the 

USA. The skills and 

dedication to excel-

lence of the women of 

Hamburg enable them 

to lift their families 

out of poverty.  

“Our Lady of Makanaskop”? The tapestry, like many 
ancient European works of art, includes contemporary 
scenes as background to the events of Christ’s life, to 
emphasise the Incarnation. 

Clergy Moves 
For Prayer 

Ordinations 


