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Death of David Russell, 

former Bishop of 

Grahamstown 

David Russell, who was Bishop of 

Grahamstown from 1987 to 2003, 

died on 17 August at the age of 75. 

For obituary see page 3. 

By Bill Gould 

On Saturday, 20 September 2014, 

Bishop Ebenezer Ntlali ordained 

Lindelwa Buyiswa Kunene, No-

buntu Jennifer Mageza and Mxoli 

Sizani to the sacred order of Dea-

cons at a celebratory Eucharist ser-

vice at St Saviour’s in East London. 

Lindelwa hails from St Philip’s 

Gompo, while Nobuntu and Mxoli 

are both from St Augustine’s, Gra-

hamstown, Mxoli also doubling as 

the Bishop’s chauffeur while No-

buntu was formerly the Bishop’s 

Secretary in the Diocesan Office. 

 In his sermon, Dean Andrew 

Hunter focussed on the reading 

from Isaiah 6, emphasising today’s 

echo of Isaiah’s calling when the 

Lord said to him “Whom shall I 

send?” and he replied, “Here am I; 

send me”. He recalled that the di-

aconate is an ancient order formed 

when the 12 apostles resolved that 

several disciples, the first deacons, 

should attend to certain adminis-

trative challenges facing the Greek- 

and Hebrew-speaking followers. 
See also pages 4 & 8 

Three Deacons ordained in 

St Saviour’s East London 

Deacons in the sunshine: From left to right: Lindelwa Kunene, Nobuntu Mageza and 

Mxoli Sizani with Bishop Ebenezer after the ordination service at St Saviour’s East 

London on 20 September.  
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 Bishop Ebenezer writes…. 

 The Holy Spirit is at work in us! 

By Wendy Mfazwe 

The Diocese of Grahamstown Moth-

ers’ Union is celebrating 110 years 

of its existence. In celebrating the 

event the MU President, Mandisa 

Mhlwatika, and the Executive, de-

cided to commemorate Mary Sum-

ner Day in a very different but 

equipping manner. On 9 August 

2014 the MU hosted a Seminar in 

East London with Family Relation-

ships as the focal point. The key-

note speaker was well-known 

SABC1 News Editor, Noxolo Groot-

boom. She empowered all types of 

families: Married; Widowed; Di-

vorced and Single parents. The ad-

dress was followed by a Question 

and Answer time, which was 

guided by Panel Speakers aligned 

to Youth issues; Men’s Sector; 

Women’s Issues and Pastoral Care. 

 The occasion was blessed by the 

presence of our Bishop Ebenezer 

Ntlali. He summed up the proceed-

ings of the day by putting an em-

phasis on strengthening stable fam-

ily relationships, one of the priori-

ties of the Diocese. 

 The Programme Director for this 

memorable day was Lulu Harmans, 

a presenter from our local Radio 

Station, Umhlobo Wenene whose 

programme focuses on stable family 

relationships. 

Family Relationships focus for Diocesan MU Seminar 

Precious burden: This file photo of a 

baptism demonstrates the emphasis 

Archbishop Thabo places on family. 

Dear brothers and sisters in our 

Master’s vineyard, 

 

As we approach the last quarter of 

2014, we need to identify the origin 

of the Church’s power. What is this?  

The answer is to be found in the 

words of our liturgy, which the wor-

shippers so often take for granted!  

 Towards the end of the Eucharist 

service, we pray: “Father almighty, 

we offer ourselves to you as a living 

sacrifice in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Send us out into the world in the 

power of the Holy Spirit to live and 

work to your praise and glory” (APB 

p. 129). We surrender ourselves to 

the Holy Spirit to employ us in 

ways that glorify God.  

 The Holy Spirit is the Enabler, 

who empowers the baptized to 

think, say and act in ways that hon-

our God. At baptism, the priest in-

vokes God: “Send your Holy Spirit 

upon (the baptized) to bring them to 

new birth in the family of your 

Church, and raise them with Christ 

to full and eternal life…” (APB p. 

383). 

 At confirmation, the Bishop 

prays: “Almighty and everliving 

God… Let your Holy Spirit rest 

upon them: the Spirit of wisdom 

and understanding; the Spirit of 

discernment and inner strength; the 

Spirit of knowledge and true godli-

ness…” (APB p. 393). As Christians 

we are constantly under construc-

tion by the Holy Spirit. God’s power 

is at work within and around us, 

transforming us into the image of 

God.  

 The Holy Spirit is busy at work 

within the altar-party and those in 

the pews. This makes me joyful be-

cause as your bishop I rely on you, 

who are being transformed and en-

abled individually and as priests, 

deacons, youth, guilds etc to carry 

out different duties for the growth 

of the Church which Christ re-

deemed. I see the priest and the 

parish council as inspired by the 

Holy Spirit to co-ordinate and syn-

chronize the different gifts of the 

Spirit bestowed upon the congrega-

tion, for the betterment of all. 

 When we are challenged as a 

Church (Anglican Communion, 

Province, Diocese, archdeaconry, 

parish and local congregation), we 

need to pray, as the Bishop prays 

over the candidates at confirmation, 

calling on the Holy Spirit for wis-

dom, understanding, discernment, 

inner strength, knowledge and true 

godliness. And when all those are 

granted, we can smile over our 

problems because “nothing can 

separate from the love of 

God” (Romans 8:31 ff).   

 The Holy Spirit’s absence impov-

erishes the children of God, because 

instead of being enabled to do 

mighty things, we end up acting in 

ways that do not honour God. Read 

the Acts of Apostles to appreciate 

the power of the Holy Spirit in the 

infant stages of the Church. The 

power of the Church is the Holy 

Spirit, and being Spirit–filled  

makes us say with St Paul: “I can 

do everything through him who 

gives me strength” (Phil 4:13). No 

more negativity! Because at bap-

tism, at the time of being given the 

symbol of the Holy Spirit, the can-

dle, we were commanded to “Shine 

as a light to the world to the glory of 

God the Father” (APB p. 385). 

 Our earnest prayer as we enter 

this last quarter of 2014, is that as 

a Diocesan family we may live 

afresh and be ignited by a new love 

for God and all His creation. 

(IsiXhosa: tyhila kwiphepha lesi-4) 



Umbuliso Oct-Nov 2014, page 3 

By Maggy Clarke 

David Russell (1938-2014) was born 

into a life of comfort in Cape Town, 

but in following his vocation did not 

hesitate to identify with the poor 

and oppressed, and challenge the 

powerful.   

 After studying at UCT, and Mir-

field theological college in the UK, 

he began his ministry in the Diocese 

of Grahamstown with curacies at St 

Matthew’s Mission and Zwelitsha. 

He learned Xhosa, and became re-

markably fluent. He attracted the 

attention of the Nationalist govern-

ment, and the world, while in the 

Eastern Cape, by attempting to live 

on the meagre R5 per month which 

was all a widow in Dimbaza would 

have received from the government 

at the time, and writing regular 

open letters to the Minister in 

charge describing his condition.  

 Returning to Cape Town, he 

served as a chaplain to migrant 

workers, and worked in Crossroads 

and Nyanga which at that stage 

were informal settlements. There he 

was among a group who coura-

geously lay down in the path of the 

bulldozers which were about to de-

molish shacks. The Government 

responded by banning him from 

1977 to 1982. 

 Crossroads brought David Rus-

sell joy as well as pain, for it was 

there that he met Dorothea, a Ro-

man Catholic nun. They married in 

1980. 

 In 1986 the Diocese of St John’s 

(now Mthatha) elected David Rus-

sell as Suffragan Bishop, and barely 

a year later he was elected Bishop 

of Grahams-

town. 
 

Turbulent years 
The years of 

Bishop David’s 

episcopate were 

among the most 

turbulent in 

South Africa’s 

h is tory .  He 

chaired the na-

tional Depend-

ants’ Conference 

of the SACC, 

which looked 

after the fami-

lies of those de-

tained without 

trial. Describing 

himself as being 

l i k e  t h e 

“ i m p o r t u n a t e 

widow” of the 

Gospels, he be-

lieved in never 

giving up ask-

ing, as the Na-

tionalist cabinet 

ministers who 

were on the re-

ceiving end of his faxes discovered. 

He was often at the front of the his-

toric marches which took place in 

the late 1980s, and on a number of 

occasions fasted and prayed for 

peace, including in Grahamstown 

Cathedral on the eve of the 1994 

elections. After the dawn of democ-

racy he continued to draw attention 

to the need for good governance and 

accountability. 
 

Ordination of women 
Bishop David believed passionately 

that women as well as men could be 

called by God to the ordained minis-

try. He showed the way in 1991 by 

obtaining permission from the 

Archbishop of Cape Town for a 

woman priest from the USA, Suz-

anne Peterson, to minister in the 

Diocese of Grahamstown. When 

Provincial Synod in 1992 passed the 

resolution allowing the ordination of 

women to the priesthood, it was 

Bishop David who conducted the 

first such ordinations, of Nancy 

Charton among others.  

 After he and Dorothea retired to 

Cape Town in 2003, Bishop David 

repeatedly challenged his Church 

on the issue of blessing of same-sex 

unions. 

 We give thanks for the contribu-

tion of Bishop David Russell to the 

life of this Diocese, the Anglican 

Church in Southern Africa, and the 

nation, and pray for Dorothea and 

their sons Matthew and Andrew. 

P O Box 6013  

Grahamstown 6141  

Tel. 046 622 8111 

Fax 046 622 6424 

E-mail:  

guesthouse@umaria.co.za; 

www.umaria.co.za 

The Guesthouse at 
Mariya uMama weThemba  

Monastery 

As part of the Benedictine ministry of hospitality, 

the monks of Mariya uMama weThemba Monas-

tery offer a 25 bed, fully equipped guesthouse for 

those seeking a quiet place of prayer and retreat 

and for meetings. The Guesthouse is open from 

Tuesday morning until Sunday afternoon.  

OBITUARY 

David Russell: Bishop of Grahamstown, advocate for the poor  

On the march:  In 

2000 Bishop 

David undertook 

a week-long walk 

of witness from 

Grahamstown to 

King William’s 

Town with the 

Dean at the time, 

John Stubbs 

(right). 

In retirement: Dorothea Russell and 

Bishop David at home in Cape Town in 

2008. 
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Bazalwana nooDade abathandekayo 

kwisidiliya seNkosi, 

 

Njengokuba sisondela kwikota yo-

kugqibela yonyaka 2014, simele ukukhe 

salathe imvelaphi yamandla eTyalike. 

Yintoni le?  Impendulo inokufumaneka 

kumazwi enkqubo yethu yenkonzo, 

athathwa nje njengento eseyiqhelekile 

ngamarhamente! 

   Ekuyeni esiphelweni senkonzo yo-

Mthendeleko siye sithandaze sithi, 

“Bawo ongamandla onke, sizinikela 

kuwe sibe lidini eliphilileyo sikuye 

uYesu Krestu iNkosi yethu. Sithume 

kulo ihlabathi ngamandla oMoya oy-

iNgcwele ukuba siphilele sisebenzele 

ukukubonga nokukuzukisa.” (APB. 

P129) Sizinikela kuMoya oyiNgcwele 

ukuba asiqeshe ngeendlela ezizukisa 

uThixo. 

   UMoya nguMfezekisi owenza ukuba 

ababhaptiziweyo ukuba bacinge, 

bathethe benze izinto ezizukisa uThixo. 

Elubhaptizweni uMpriste umema 

uThixo athi, “Zithumelele uMoya wakho 

o y i N g c w e l e  p h e z u  k w a b o 

(ababhaptiziweyo) azifikise ekuzalweni 

okutsha kusapho lweKerike yakho azi-

vuse  noKrestu ebomini obupheleleyo 

obungunaphakade…” (APB p. 383) 

    Eluqinisweni uBhishopu uthandaza 

athi, “Thixo ongamandla onke ohlala 

ehleli... UMoya wakho oyiNgcwele 

makaphumle phezu kwabo: uMoya wo-

bulumko nengqondo; uMoya wokubona 

nzulu nowamandla  omphefumlo; 

uMoya wokwazi  nowogqobhoko 

lwenene...” APB 393).  NjengamaKrestu 

sisoloko sisakhiwa nguMoya oy-

iNgcwele. Amandla kaThixo asebenza 

ngaphathi kwethu nakoko kus-

ingqongileyo, esiguqula ukuba sibe 

ngumfanekiso kaThixo. 

    UMoya oyiNgcwele uxakekile use-

benza kwiqela lasesibingelelweni nak-

wabo bahleli ezitulweni. Loo nto in-

denza ndibe novuyo kuba njengob-

hishopu wenu ndithembele kuni, nina 

niguqulwayo nifezekiswe umntu ngam-

nye nanjengabapriste, abadikoni, ulut-

sha, imibutho njlalonjalo ukuba nenze 

imisebenzi eyahlukileyo yokukhulisa 

inkonzo eyahlangulwa nguKrestu. Ndi-

yambona umfundisi nebhunga letyalike 

benjengabantu abaphenjelelwe ngu-

Moya oyiNgcwele ukuba bangqamanise 

banxibelelanise kakuhle ezo zipho 

zahlukileyo zoMoya ezinikwe ir-

hamente, ukuze kuphuculwe bonke 

abantu. 

    Xa kukho izinto ezicela umngeni 

kuthi njengeTyalike (IMbumba ya-

maTshetshi ehlabathi, iPhondo, 

iDayosisi, iAtshdikinri, iPherishi ne-

bandla lendawo) simele ukuthadaza, 

ngeli xa ubhishopu athandazela aba-

bekwa izandla kuqiniso, ebiza uMoya 

oyiNgcwele athululele ubulumko, uku-

qonda, ukubona nzulu, amandla anga-

phakathi nogqobhoko. Xa zonke ezo 

zinto sizinikiwe, singazincumela 

iingxaki zethu kuba, “akukho nanye 

into enokusahlula eluthandweni lu-

kaThixo *Roma 8:31 nezil.) 

      Ukungabikho koMoya oyiNgcwele 

kwenza abantwana bakaThixo bahl-

wempuzeke kuba endaweni yokwenziwa 

babe nakho ukwenza imisebenzi emik-

hulu, siye siphethe sisenza izinto ezin-

gamhlonel iyo  uThixo .  Fundani 

kwiZenzo zabaPostile ukuze nibe noku-

qonda amandla oMoya oyiNgcwele 

ngexesha lobutsha bekerike. Amandla 

etyalike nguMoya oyiNgcwele, yaye 

ukuzalisewa nguMoya kwenza ukuba 

sithi kunye noPaulos uNgcwele, 

“Ndinokuzenza izinto zonke ndikulowo 

undomelezayo” (KwabaseFilipu 4:13) 

Akusekho kutenxa! Ngenxa yokuba 

elubhaptizweni, ngexa lokunikwa 

kwethu uphawu loMoya oyiNgcwele, 

ikhandlela, sayalelwa kwathiwa 

“Khanyani njengesibane sehlabathi 

ukuze kuzukiswe uThixo uBawo.” (APB 

p.385) 

    Umthandazo wethu onyanisekileyo 

njengoko singena kule kota yokugqibela 

kowe-2014, kukuba thina njengosapho 

lweDayosisi singa singaphila ngokutsha 

silunyekwe kukuthanda ngokutsha 

uThixo nendalo yakhe. 

(For English, see page 2) 

     uBishophu uEbenezer ubhala athi…  

 UMoya oNgcwele uyasebenza ngaphakathi kwethu! 

By Bill Gould 

On Saturday 20 September during the 

Ordination service at St Saviour’s East 

London, three clergy were licensed as 

Canons (Honoris Causae) in recognition 

of their long and devoted service within 

the Diocese. They are (left to right): 

Canon Charles Lagan who continues to 

assist at Holy Trinity, King William’s Town 

and to be the Bishop’s Spiritual Director, 

Canon Louis Flint who is Rector of St 

Martin’s by the Sea, Gonubie, and Canon 

Wilson Ntlola who is Rector of Christ 

Church, Amalinda. 

Honorary Canons Licensed 
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FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF SPIRITUALITY 
 
 Positioning ourselves for Intercession 

By Lindelwa Kunene 

Intercession has more to do with position than it does with prayer. It may involve prayer 

or petition as an expression of intercession. The etymology of the term itself speaks of 

position, from Latin origins: intercedere, meaning inter: "between" and cedere: "go." In 

other words, to intercede means to take the position of "going between." Intercession is 

therefore about taking the position between two conflicting forces, e.g. between light and darkness, 

between despair and hope, between sickness and wholeness, between life and death, between chaos 

and order; and thus bringing heaven and earth together, standing “in the gap”.  

 I sought for anyone among them who would build up the 

wall and stand before me in  the gap on behalf of the land so I 

would not have to destroy it, but I found no one (Ez. 22:30). 

Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted watchmen; all day 

and all night they shall never be silent. You, who remind the 

Lord, take no rest and give Him no rest until He establishes Jeru-

salem... (Isa. 62: 6–7). 

 We also see Moses taking his position when nego-

tiating and interceding on behalf of the Israelites 

from the wrath of God. (Num 14:11-20; 16:20-22; Ex 

34: 8-9). 

 Intercession, then, is about taking our position, 

according to the authority we have as believers, in 

the places He assigns to us. Therefore, fundamen-

tally intercession is first of all about positioning.   

 Throughout the scriptures, we find several exam-

ples of men and women of God taking the position 

of intercession on behalf of the land, or the nation, a 

city, or an individual. However, the ultimate example 

of intercession is that of Jesus Christ.  

 Christians believe in the continued intercession of 

Jesus and his advocacy on behalf of humanity, even 

after He ascended to heaven. He took His stand be-

tween us and our sin and remains the Chief Interces-

sor who stands between us and our arch enemy, Sa-

tan, the liar and father of lies, when he accuses the 

brethren. 

 Christ Jesus died, and was raised again from the 

dead, and is now sitting at the right hand of our Fa-

ther, making intercession for us. He now wants you 

and me to join Him there in the Father’s Presence. 

The world is dying and crying out for our intercessory 

prayers – to take our position as intercessors on 

earth and to open the gates of heaven over our 

country, over our communities, over our businesses, 

our families, our government, our cities, and over 

our nation. God is looking for an army of intercessors 

as foot soldiers. By so doing, we, as the Church both 

appeal to, and seek to embody, God's love for the 

world. This is a high and holy calling. 

PRAYER 
Father Almighty, forgive us for not being there when You desire 

us to be partners with you in Your Kingdom. Help us to embrace 

the honour of being your representatives on earth. Position us 

as world-changers, liberators, intercessors who know how to 

pray and make a difference. Help us see those that are broken, 

hurting and the lost through Your eyes that are full of compas-

sion. This we ask in the name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus.  

A concert, the making of a CD, and the admission of 

three new choirboys were recent highlights for the 

Grahamstown Cathedral Choir. 

 On 19 September an enthusiastic audience enjoyed 

a concert in the Cathedral “My soul magnifies the 

Lord”, conducted by the choir director, Andrew-John 

Bethke. The following day the choir recorded a CD in-

corporating the same material, which will be available 

by the end of October. 

 The Cathedral Choir in recent years has experi-

enced steady growth in numbers and standards of mu-

sicianship. There are now about 25 boys and girls 

attending local government schools with assistance to-

wards their fees contributed by the Makana Choir 

School scholarship scheme, in addition to some 16 

adults. Adults and children sing at two choral even-

songs each month, and the children lead the singing at 

two morning Eucharist services on the other Sundays. 

Cathedral Choir records CD 

Duly robed, three new boys joined the ranks of the Cathedral 

Choir on 28 September, after making their promises before 

the Dean, Andrew Hunter, and Director of Music A J Bethke. 

From left to right: Nzulu Nzwana (son of Canon Lawrence 

Nzwana), Bayanda Mthetho and Xoliswa Foley. Behind, Dep-

uty Senior Chorister Sange Loliwe and Senior Chorister Anelisa 

Kelemi had helped them put on their robes. 
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By Bill Gould 

The Diocesan Family 

Weekend from 22-24 Au-

gust celebrated the 160th 

anniversary of the found-

ing of the Diocese of Gra-

hamstown in 1853. It  

marked a decade since the 

first Diocesan Family Day 

was held in 2004, also in 

King William’s Town. The 

weekend was hosted by 

Archdeacons Doda and 

Mtuze. 

 The brainchild of 

Bishop Ebenezer when he 

was Archdeacon of King 

William’s Town, this 

event has grown under 

the Stewardship and Giv-

ing Committee, initially 

led by Canon Simphiwe 

Magxwalisa and now by 

the Revd Wezo Bloko, who 

organised an excellent 

programme. This began 

on Friday 22 August with 

a well attended and spec-

tacular Gala Dinner held 

at the Roji Skenjana Hall 

in Bhisho. 

 On the Saturday, 23 

August, a programme of 

picnics and games was 

held in the King William’s 

Town Botanical Gardens, 

thus giving a more re-

laxed and convivial at-

mosphere in comparison 

to the more vigorous and 

competitive games held in 

past years. 

 The climax of the 

Weekend was the tradi-

tional Family Day Ser-

vice, also held in the King 

William’s Town Botanical 

Gardens. This attracted a 

congregation of some 1200 

and raised more than 

R345,000 towards the Di-

ocesan Ministry Empow-

erment Fund on the day, 

with more contributions 

still to arrive from some 

parishes and guilds. 

 In his sermon, the 

Bishop stressed the strong 

emphasis that the church 

places on family life, and 

the need to  foster this 

more consciously and de-

liberately, given the con-

text of an increasingly 

turbulent modern-day life. 

By Kholiwe Mkiva 

Students from Fort Hare ANSOC gave 

school uniforms in May 2014 to 14 chil-

dren of Ntselamenzi Primary, Alice. 

 

The “Lift as you rise” project began 

when the 50th ASF president Tandeka 

Mashwama thought of a way to give 

back to the community, taking from the 

little that we have, to make other peo-

ple’s life go forward. This inspirational 

thought was driven by the idea that 

often people wait until they have 

achieved certain goals in life before they 

actually give back to their community. 

But as students we can help other peo-

ple as we rise in our careers, however 

small our contribution. 

 This project is based on the scripture 

“for I was hungry and you gave me 

something to eat, I was thirsty and you 

gave something to drink, I was a 

s tranger and you invi ted me 

in" (Matthew 25:35). The ASF organiza-

tion adopted this vision because it was 

beneficial to ASFers and the communi-

ties, as it teaches the service of giving. 

 
“Lift as you rise” at Fort Hare 

The ANSOC of the University of Fort 

Hare, with the Provincial Chaplain, the 

Revd S N Biko, identified a school, Ntse-

lamanzi Primary, in Alice. They chose 

this school is because it is located in a 

disadvantaged area, with children from 

very poor family backgrounds. So they 

took the initiative to identify a mini-

mum of four children and buy them full 

school uniforms. With the help and good 

heart of Student Developer Mr Sibusiso 

Ncengwa, and a community project 

based in Alice (Azamile amakhosikazi) 

they were able to buy school uniforms 

for 14 kids. 

ANSOC Fort Hare students lift as they rise, helping others 
Aims of “Lift as you Rise” 

• The aim of this project is to benefit 

needy primary school children during 

winter time 

• This project forms part of the ASF 

mission statement which states that 

“We seek to serve the need of 

students and communities” 

• Giving back to the community with 

the little that we students have. 

Shopping for joy: The ANSOC 

executive and chaplain Nomakorinte 

Biko (3rd left), at PEP stores. 

 

Celebrating together: Bishop Ebenezer Ntlali presided and 

preached at the Family Day Eucharist in the King William’s 

Town Botanical Gardens on Sunday 24 August. 

Diocesan Family Weekend in King William’s Town 

Room for growth: An ANSOC member 

helps to fit a school uniform. 
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Canon Rachel Mash, Provincial En-

vironmental Co-ordinator for the 

Anglican Church of Southern Af-

rica, was the guest speaker at an 

Environmental Workshop in Gra-

hamstown on 21 August. She gave a 

sobering analysis of the effects of 

climate change, and challenged An-

glicans to make their parishes 

“green”. 

 

The Earth is in trouble 
Canon Mash explained that the hu-

man population of the earth is 

growing at an unprecedented rate. 

“Every week an extra 1.5 million 

people need food and somewhere to 

live”. At the same time the eco-

system is being degraded. The 

wealth gap between the world’s 

richest and poorest people is grow-

ing. Urbanisation is an irreversible 

trend, and one-seventh of the 

world’s population lives in slums. 

Climate change is real, and 

“Southern Africa is 

warming at twice the 

global average rate”. 

 

 

What can we do? 
“Love the earth as 

much as God does.” So 

s a i d  A r c h b i s h o p -

Emeritus Desmond 

Tutu. Becoming an eco-

congregation begins 

with worship, in 

preaching, prayers and 

l i turgy .  Churches 

should celebrate envi-

ronmental days, e.g. 

World Environment 

Day on 5 June, the Sea-

son of Creation, St 

Francis’ Day.  

 Local churches were 

encouraged to start with an audit of 

their use of water, electricity and 

land. Activities can include tree 

planting and clean-ups, and start-

ing food gardens. Youth and Sunday 

School children will love to become 

involved. 

 The parish’s environmental ef-

forts should not stop at the gates of 

the church property. Congregations 

should take part in advocacy at a 

local, regional or national level, e.g. 

the campaign against fracking.  

How to be a “Green Anglican” 

Youth go green: A year ago the Cathedral Youth and 

Student groups planted an indigenous flower garden 

around the Cathedral. 

See more at www.greenanglicans.org, 

or follow the Green Anglicans on Face-

book or Twitter. 

By Bill Gould 

Following his announcement ear-

lier this year that St Saviour’s, 

East London would be the home to 

a new Diocesan School of Ministry 

Training, Bishop Ebenezer, in 

Chapter, appointed the Revd 

Lindile Somandi as Senior Assis-

tant Priest and the Revd Wezo 

Bloko as Assistant Priest at St Sav-

iour’s with effect from 22 March 

2014. 

 It was with a joyous sense of ful-

filment that both clergy were li-

censed to their new positions by the 

Venerable Penrose Mpumlwana, 

Archdeacon of East London Cen-

tral, during Divine Service at St 

Saviour’s on Sunday, 10 August 

2014. 

 During his “words of wisdom” 

sermon, the Archdeacon, referring 

to Mt 14 in which St Peter floun-

dered in the water when his lack of 

faith caused him to sink, spoke 

about the challenges of priesthood 

which can sorely test one’s faith 

and the need for clergy to consis-

tently place their trust in God 

rather than in their own strength.

 Many throughout the Diocese 

will know the Revd Wezo as he was 

previously the Bishop’s chauffeur, 

transporting him throughout the 

Diocese on his pastoral and other 

visits during 2013. Married to 

Nosimphiwe with whom he has a 

young daughter, Sivuyisiwe Azile, 

Wezo, who was ordained in 2012, 

was previously based at St 

Augustine’s, Grahamstown. 

 Ordained in 2010, the Revd 

Lindile is better known to those 

who have undertaken ministry 

training in recent years, as he has 

been filling the valuable role of 

ministry training co-ordinator, 

while being Assistant Priest at St 

Augustine’s, Grahamstown as well 

as Rhodes University Chaplain.  

Assistant Priests licensed for St Saviour’s East London 

Joining the team, Wezo Bloko (left) and 

Lindile Somandi (right) pose with the 

Archdeacon of East London Central, Pen-

rose Mpulwana after he licensed them 

as Assistant Priests at St Saviour’s. 



Umbuliso uyakubulisa ….  

From the Bishop’s Diary 

October 

8  Wed Diocesan Executive 

11  Sat Budget Committee 

12  Sun Confirmations, Kingswood 

13  Mon Confirmations, DSG, St Andrew’s 

College 

15  Wed DSG and St Andrew’s College 

   Prize-givings 

18  Sat St Luke’s Cultural Day 

19  Sun St Luke’s Anniversary 

celebrations 

25  Sat Budget Day, Cynthia de Beer’s 

Farewell, St Saviour EL 

26  Sun Confirmations, Scenery Park 

29  Wed Diocesan Trusts Board, Diocesan 

Finance Committee 

 

November 

1 Sat Wedding of Thamtham 

Moletsane  

4 Tue Chapter Meeting, Kidd’s Beach 

9 Sun East London W Confirmations at 

St Gregory Mdantsane 

15 Sat DSG Council Meeting  

16 Sun King William’s Town West 

Confirmations, Ginsberg 

21 Fri Diocesan 160th Anniversary Gala 

Dinner 

22 Sat Clergy Lecture, Clergy Fellowship 

23 Sun Bishops’ Day (Commemorating 

Diocesan Bishops) 

27 Thurs Diocesan Council 

30 Sun Beacon Bay Confirmations 

 

December 

7 Sun St Martin-by-the-Sea Gonubie 

16 Tue Ordination  

24  Wed Midnight Mass, Cathedral. 

  
Umbuliso is your  

diocesan newspaper!  

Contributions welcome 
  

Please send news to:  

P O Box 181, Grahamstown 6140 

Tel: 046 622 7803; Fax 086 681 4677 

E-mail: 

umbuliso@grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

 

Umbuliso is published by the Diocese 

of Grahamstown, edited by Maggy 

Clarke, and printed by Dupli-Print, 

Grahamstown. 
  

Dead-line for next issue:  

20 November 2014 
Read Umbuliso online at 

www.grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

Bereavements 
Please pray for Erica Notsolo, Per-

manent Deacon at St Cyprian Qum-

rha, whose husband Nonkonkoza 

died on 4 September. Born in 1953, 

he was a member of the South Afri-

can Police Service, and retired last 

year. He leaves his wife Erica, a son 

and two daughters. Bishop Ebene-

zer Ntlali presided and preached at 

his funeral in St Cyprian’s Church 

on 19 September. 

 

Prayers are asked also for Mon-

wabisi Peter, Assistant Priest at 

the Cathedral, on the death of his 

aunt on 17 September. 

By Kholiwe Mkiva 

On 13 May 2014 the Fort Hare 

branch of ANSOC held a Pre-

Graduation ceremony. This was to 

encourage the other members to 

work hard as well, so that they may 

graduate, as one of the ASF pillars 

is to encourage academic excellence 

 Congratulations to Anathi Shu-

mane (former chairperson), Sive 

Macingwane (organiser), Mzwanele 

Lingani (former organiser), Asanele 

Same, Sphamandla Huza, Luanda 

Mngeyiyana, Nolupho. May the 

good loving God bless you all and 

guide you as you enter in your work 

fields. 

Pre-Graduation ceremony at 

Fort Hare 

New Canons on Chapter During the Ordination service on 

20 September in St Saviour's 

Church East London, two new 

Canons were licensed by the 

Bishop: Canon Randall Gallant, 

Rector of St John’s, East London, 

and Canon Dr Sam Beja, Team 

Ministry Incumbent at Holy 

Trinity, Dimbaza. They had been 

elected to this office by the clergy of 

the Diocese. 

By Cyril Nonjobe 

At the Provincial Conference of 

the Guild of St Bernard Mizeki, 

held in Port Elizabeth from 19—

22 June 2014, two members from 

Grahamstown Diocese were 

elected as Provincial office-

bearers: Bro Mxolisi Tsika as 

Provincial Chairman, and Bro 

Monwabisi Genu as Provincial 

Treasurer. They had been unani-

mously proposed by the Diocesan 

Council on 26 April. 

 Br Mxolisi Tsika is from the 

largest area, Keisammahoek, in 

St Matthew’s Mthako, and Br 

Monwabisi is from Holy Name 

Stutterheim. 

 From 14-16 August 2014 the 

Diocese of Grahamstown hosted 

a Provincial Executive Meeting 

at All Saints’ Greenfields, East 

London, led by the Revd M 

Masoka. The Guild gives thanks 

to God for the mission and vision 

of the Provincial Executive, 

which has already started to pre-

pare for the Provincial Confer-

ence to take place in Kuruman in 

2016. 

Bernard Mizeki Guild 

news:  

Provincial and Diocesan Bernard Mizeki Guild 

Advance notices 

28 September 

Welcoming ceremony for the Revd 

Siyabonga Ndyoki, St James Peddie. 

 

3-5 October 

Diocesan Conference to take place at St 

Bernard Mizeki Church, Scenery Park, 

East London. 

Joining Chapter: Randall Gallant (left) 

and Sam Beja at the Ordination service 

on 20 September. 


