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The historic mission school at St 

Matthew’s Mission is receiving a 

new lease of life thanks to the His-

toric Schools Restoration Project 

(HSRP), and the promise of R5 mil-

lion from the Calabar Foundation, 

a charitable trust. Andrew Sum-

mers, President of the Calabar 

Foundation, visited Grahamstown 

recently  
 His father, John Summers, served 

as a Presbyterian missionary in Cala-

bar, Nigeria, and was later the first 

Principal of the Federal Seminary in 

Alice. Andrew had a successful career 

as a financier, and retired at the age of 

50. He then founded the Calabar Foun-

dation. Operating out of the USA and 

UK, the Foundation gives funds to sup-

port education in South Africa.  

 In April Andrew Summers visited 

South Africa. He attended a meeting of 

the HSRP, chaired by Archbishop 

Emeritus Njongonkulu Ndungane, Ex-

ecutive Director of the HSRP, and met 

with Ebenezer Ntlali, Bishop of Gra-

hamstown.  

 In an interview with Umbuliso, 

Summers explained that the Calabar 

Foundation is offering R1 Million per 

year for five years to assist with the 

costs of maintaining and running the 

girls’ hostels at St Matthew’s.  

 St Matthew’s School currently ca-

ters for 300 girl boarders and a similar 

(Continued on page 2) 

St Matthew’s  

Mission School to 

rise again 

Lesson in 

remembrance 

from St 

Saviour’s Youth 

By Sinethemba Siwisa, 

member of the St  

Saviour’s DYG Executive 

On Palm Sunday 2014, 

the Youth of St Sav-

iour’s re-enacted the 

Passion of Christ as a 

timeless lesson in re-

membrance of what our 

Saviour had to go 

through because of all 

of us. 

 It was a touching 

presentation as they 

performed it with emo-

tion and feeling. It 

made many of those 

present reflect and look 

back on their own ac-

tions taken, despite 

what our Saviour had 

done for them. 

 It closely connected with the 

youth because, as Jesus was per-

secuted and then killed for doing 

good, the Youth’s portrayal had 

regard for how often people still 

make fun of Christians for their 

faith. In the same vein, we can 

take courage from the fact that 

Jesus himself was mocked as 

much as anyone ever was. While 

taunting may hurt our feelings, 

we should, just as Jesus did, 

never lose or change our faith. 

 As the future of the Church 

and the leaders of tomorrow, the 

Youth performed the Passion of 

Christ to give thanks for the hon-

our and joy of being called God’s 

children. 

Crucified: The Youth of St Saviour’s re-enact the 

Passion of Christ, in front of the east window which 

depicts the same scene. 

 

On 16 June we celebrate Youth Day. Read about 

what young people are doing at St Saviour’s, in Fort 

Beaufort, in the Diocesan Youth Guild, and about 

the restoration of a great Church School! 
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 Bishop Ebenezer writes…. 

 Pentecost, the Church and Politics 

number of day scholars, some two thirds 

of whom are boys. Since the days of 

Bantu Education when the mission 

schools were taken over by the govern-

ment, St Matthew’s had been among the 

schools which fell sadly into disrepair.  

 The Calabar Foundation has already 

given the school computer labs, and is 

also paying the salaries of facilitators 

who assist the teachers and learners 

using the labs. In addition, for every 

rand spent on promoting computer liter-

acy among the St Matthew’s learners, a 

matching rand goes towards more basic 

needs like the renovation of houses for 

teachers. 

   St Andrew’s College Grahamstown 

has a historic connection with St Mat-

thew’s, both schools having been 

founded by Bishop Armstrong in the 

19th century. Over the years, the link 

had become tenuous, but it has now 

been revived. Tim Barnard, a teacher at 

St Andrew’s, pointed out that the link 

was most successful at the level of rela-

tionships being forged between pupils of 

the two schools, and likewise between 

teachers. St Andrew’s College has been 

able to assist St Matthew’s with IT sup-

port, with the President’s Award, 

teacher development, curricular support 

and pupil to pupil contact. 

 At a meeting of the HSRP on 1 April, 

a proposal was accepted that a separate 

Trust, such as the St Matthew’s Trust, 

should be responsible for the pastoral 

care of the students. Summers was 

pleased to report that the MEC for Edu-

cation in the Eastern Cape at the time, 

Mandla Makapula, was taking an active 

interest in the restoration of the historic 

schools, and open to all ideas. Summers 

is proposing that the St Matthew’s pro-

posal for pastoral care could be regarded 

as a pilot project. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Restoration of historic St Matthew’s High School 

Andrew Summers 

Dear sisters and brothers, greetings 

in the precious Name of our Lord 

and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

 It is that time in our diocese and 

beyond when the Church invites us 

to thank God for revealing Himself 

so intimately to us through the com-

ing of the Holy Spirit. The Church 

is gathering momentum to bring to 

fruition the benefits of Jesus’ birth, 

life, death, rising from the dead and 

ascension into heaven. It is like a 

marathon and we are blessed to run 

it with the Comforter; the Holy 

Spirit, in our company.  

 The people of faith, the baptized, 

refer to the Church as “Mother”. St 

Cyprian who was Bishop of Car-

thage, in his work of AD 251 con-

cerning The unity of the Church, in-

sisted: “You cannot have God for 

you as Father, if you do not have 

the Church as  mother…. God is one 

and Christ is one, and his Church is 

one; one in faith, and one is the peo-

ple cemented together by the strong 

unity of a body.” 

 The Church therefore,  is a fam-

ily that encompasses all areas of life 

wherein God the Father is fully in-

volved. The affairs within the fam-

ily directly affect God’s Fatherhood 

and the Church who is the mother 

cannot fold her hands when the Fa-

ther of the home is toiling. 

 Let us look at the Trinity; the 

Godhead, Father Son and Holy 

Spirit operating holistically. The 

uniqueness of roles helps the 

smooth running of things. God the 

Father creates and Jesus Christ re-

deems the created and the Holy 

Spirit guides, comforts and encour-

ages the redeemed. The operation is 

smooth and automatic.  

 The Church’s involvement in 

politics is a way of ensuring that 

the  children of God have access to 

education, health and sound politi-

cal governance, because Jesus 

Christ’s mission which is carried 

out by the Church, is to ensure that 

all citizens of planet earth have life 

to the full (John 10:10).  

 The Church is the Corpus 

Christi (body of Christ). Corpus 

Christi is commemorated after Pen-

tecost so that the baptized do not 

lose sight of being part of Christ’s 

bruised, crucified but also resur-

rected body. The disfigured and res-

urrected body helps us to appreci-

ate, obey and surrender our egos so 

that God can use us for his glory. 

Each time you surrender your ego, 

you feel bruised and the bruised 

resurrected body of Christ heals you 

for service of forgiving and continu-

ing with God‘s mission.  

 Our unity with Christ impels us 

to emulate his humility in obeying 

God so that his plan gets fulfilled.  

Unity with Christ brings salvation, 

which enables us to toil and some-

times be abused as we work to-

wards bringing an end to the ills in 

our society.  

 As the baptized, we need to 

stand up and be counted like Wil-

liam Wilberforce (1759-1833), a 

member of the Church of England 

who used his parliamentary posi-

tion to tear down the inhuman slave 

trade. 

 He also encouraged prison re-

form, education and missionary 

work. The members of our parlia-

ment therefore, can be used by God 

to bring good governance, eradicate 

corruption, put an end to all kinds 

of violence; abuse of women, chil-

dren, the elderly, the deaf, the lame 

and the blind. 

 We need to pray for them that 

the Holy Spirit may give them the 

courage that was accorded to Wil-

liam Wilberforce.  

 If we need a peaceful and pros-

perous South Africa, we need to 

heed Paul’s words to Timothy that 

we pray for Kings, members of gov-

ernment and all those who are in 

authority (1Timothy 2:1-3). 
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By Bill Gould 

On 26 April 2014, Canon 

Graeme Deas celebrated 50 

years of priesthood. He was 

ordained in Grahamstown Ca-

thedral in 1964 by Bishop 

Robert Selby-Taylor, the day 

before Bishop Robert departed 

to Cape Town where he had 

recently been elected as 

Archbishop. 

 On Sunday, 27 April, 

Canon Graeme marked the 

occasion by first celebrating 

the Holy Eucharist at St 

John’s, East London where, at 

the very same altar 50 years 

before to the day, he had cele-

brated his first Mass. After the 

Eucharist he and his wife Carol 

hosted a reception for former 

parishioners and friends at 

their home in Beacon Bay. 

 Born and schooled in Oudtshoorn, 

Graeme trained as a civil engineer, 

before entering St Paul’s College, Gra-

hamstown in 1961 as an ordinand. He 

served as a curate at St John’s East 

London and then St Hugh’s in Port 

Elizabeth, which was then part of the 

same diocese.  

  

Seven Easter Day services 
After marrying Carol in 1968, Graeme 

moved to Humansdorp, which then had 

18 outstations. Ambitiously, he con-

ducted seven Eucharists on his first 

Easter Day, only to be severely advised 

by Bishop Gordon Tindall that he 

should take no more than three, pref-

erably two, services on that day in fu-

ture. 

 In December 1970, he returned to 

East London with his young family to 

be Rector of Good Shepherd, then lo-

cated at the bottom of St John’s Rd, 

North End. It had begun as a chapelry 

of St Saviour’s.  

 When under the Group Areas Act 

Good Shepherd was forced to relocate 

to its present site in Pefferville, 

Graeme was the engineer of the pre-

sent building, which was constructed in 

1978 for the sum of R60,000. This 

money was raised almost entirely by 

the Good Shepherd congregation. 

 During this time, as the monthly 

stipend of R126 was proving insuffi-

cient to raise a family, Graeme received 

the Bishop’s approval to replace his 

stipend with half-time remunerated 

secular employment as a consultant 

engineer. 

 

“Trial” appointment - 17 years 
In December 1987, Bishop David Rus-

sell placed Graeme at St John’s for four 

months on the basis that, if the St 

John’s congregation accepted him, the 

Bishop would extend his appointment 

there. It was not until the end of 2004, 

17 years later, when he had reached 

retirement age that that appointment 

ended. 

 Graeme was elected to Chapter as a 

Canon by the Diocesan clergy in 

May1993, and appointed Archdeacon of 

East London North (now East) in July 

1995, a position he held until his retire-

ment. He also served as Vicar General 

in September 2004 while Bishop Thabo 

Makgoba was overseas. He was ap-

pointed an Honorary Canon of the Gra-

hamstown Cathedral upon his retire-

ment. 

  

An active retirement 
Since then he has assisted in many 

parishes during their interregna or 

when clergy are on leave. In 2004 he 

was appointed by Bishop Thabo to head 

up the new Department of Spirituality, 

a position in which he was succeeded 

by Charles Lagan, who in turn was 

followed by Margaret Fourie. 

Happily retired: Graeme Deas with his wife Carol. 

They married in 1968, raised three children, and 

presently have five grandchildren and counting! 

Graeme Deas celebrates 50 years in the priesthood 

P O Box 6013  

Grahamstown 6141  

Tel. 046 622 8111 

Fax 046 622 6424 

E-mail:  

guesthouse@umaria.co.za; 

www.umaria.co.za 

The Guesthouse at 
Mariya uMama weThemba  

Monastery 

As part of the Benedictine ministry of hospitality, 

the monks of Mariya uMama weThemba Monas-

tery offer a 25 bed, fully equipped guesthouse for 

those seeking a quiet place of prayer and retreat 

and for meetings. The Guesthouse is open from 

Tuesday morning until Sunday afternoon.  

By Babalwa Bali 

Mothers’ Day at St John the Bap-

tist Fort Beaufort was an eventful 

affair. The mothers were surprised 

with hand-made (and made with 

love) Anglican prayer beads from 

the Youth, but the Sunday School 

gang were not to be upstaged. Not 

only did they come bearing choco-

late-covered treats, they also sere-

naded the overjoyed moms with 

Barney’s “I Love You” song. 

 As much as this was a day full of 

smiles, the congregation was mind-

ful of the tragedy of the young girls 

kidnapped by Boko Haram in Nige-

ria. As they were bringing smiles to 

their mothers’ faces, there were 

mothers who were living through 

the most incalculable horror of not 

knowing the whereabouts of their 

children. 

 It was decided to join the 

#BringBackOurGirls campaign that 

is gaining great momentum. St 

John’s may be a small congrega-

tion, but with a voice just as loud as 

any. Not only is this a gender issue, 

it is a humanity issue. The congre-

gation will continue to pray for the 

safe return of these young girls and 

for the value of the African woman 

and the African girl-child to be rec-

ognised. 

 The day was a great triumph 

and at St John’s they are looking 

forward to Fathers’ Day! 

Mothers’ Day at St John 

Fort Beaufort  

“Bring back our girls” say the posters 

carried by Fort Beaufort congregants on 

Mothers’ Day. 
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   uBishophu uEbenezer ubhala athi…  

 IPentekosti, iCawe neePolitiki 

By Bill Gould 

This delightful, quite short, service, 

which uses the liturgy from A Book of 

Common Prayer, is held regularly on 

the second Sunday of every month, at 

St John’s East London, beginning at 

5:00 pm. 

 Choral Evensong is a traditional 

service within the Anglican Church, 

certainly maintained in Cathedrals, 

particularly those with choir schools. 

The music at St John’s includes tradi-

tional Anglican settings of the canti-

cles, Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis, 

including settings by Walmisley and 

Morley, together with anthems com-

posed by Mozart, Bach and Handel. 

The Psalms are taken from the tradi-

tional Psalter. 

 The Organist and Master of the 

Choristers is Dr Bruce Johnson who 

has also composed settings for both 

Choral Evensong and Holy Commun-

ion, both of which are regularly sung at 

St John’s. 

 The Choir practises weekly on Fri-

day afternoons, providing a very wel-

come music therapy for its members at 

the end of each week. 

 The choir membership is diverse, 

with both black and white, male and 

female members. And, as with any 

choir, it needs to regenerate itself, so 

potential new members are always wel-

come. 

Choral Evensong: alive and well at St John’s East London 

Seated at the organ, Dr Bruce Johnson 

with members of the choir and some of 

the congregation at Choral Evensong. 

BooDade nabaZalwana abathandekayo,  

ndiyanibulisa ngegama elixabisekileyo 

leNkosi noMsindisi wethu, uYesu Kre-

stu. 

    Kubuye kwalelo xesha kwidayosisi 

yethu nangaphaya kwayo apho ithi 

iCawe isimeme ukuba simbulele uThixo  

ngokuzityhila kwakhe ngendlela eson-

dele kangaka ngokuza koMoya 

oNgcwele.  ICawe iya ithabatha unyawo 

ekubonakaliseni iziqhamo zokuzalwa 

kukaYesu Krestu, ubomi bakhe, ukufa 

kwakhe, ukuvuka kwakhe kwabafileyo, 

nokunyukela kwakhe ezulwini. Le nto 

ifana nemarathoni, ugqatso lweem-

baleki olude, yaye sinenyhweba yokuba 

sibaleke noMthuthuzeli ;  uMoya 

oNgcwele, phakathi kwethu. 

    Abantu abakholwayo, ababhaptizi-

weyo, bathi xa beyibiza iCawe 

ngu”Mama”. UCyprian oNgcwele oway-

enguBhishopu waseCarthage, kumse-

b e n z i  w a k h e  w a n g o - A D  2 5 1 ,  

ngokuphathelele KuManyano lweCawe 

(Unity of the Church) umi ngelithi: 

“Akunakho ukuba noThixo onguBawo 

wakho, ukuba akunayo iCawe enguM-

mama wakho ....uThixo  mnye noKrestu 

mnye, neCawe yakhe inye; ukholo 

lunye, yaye nabantu banye xa bedit-

yaniswe baba yimbumba ngomanyano 

olunye lomzimba.” 

   ICawe ke ngoko ilusapho olunye 

olubandakanya yonke imingxilo yobomi  

ekukho kuyo  ngokupheleleyo uThixo 

uYise. Imicimbi eyenzeka ngaphakathi 

ezintsatsheni ibuchaphazela ngokuthe 

ngqo  ubuBawo bukaThixo yaye neCawe 

engumama ayinakho ukusonga izandla 

xa utata wekhaya ebulaleka. 

   Masijonge uMTriniti, iziqu zobuThixo, 

uYise, uNyana noMoya oNgcwele xa 

zisebenza ngokudibeneyo. Ukuqaqamba 

nokuba kodwa kweendima zazo 

kunceda ekuqhubeleni phambili ka-

kuhle kwezinto. UThixo uYise uyadala, 

aze uThixo uNyana  asindise oko ku-

daliweyo, uMoya oNgcwele akhokele, 

athuthuzele, akhuthaze  abo bahlangul-

weyo. Loo nto yonke yenzeka kakuhle 

kunjalonje ngokuzihambela. 

   Ukuzibandakanya kweCawe neepo-

litiki yindlela yokuqinisekisa  ukuba 

abantwana bakaThixo bayafikelela em-

fundweni, kwimpilo nolawulo lwe-

zopolitiko, kuba umsebenzi kaYesu Kre-

stu, owenziwa yiCawe, kukuqinisekisa 

ukuba bonke abemi bale planethi in-

g u m h l a b a  b a b e  n o b o m i  n g o -

kugqibeleleyo. (Yohane 10:10) 

   ICawe nguMzimba kaKrestu (Corpus 

Christi). ICorpus Chrsti ikhunjulwa 

emva kwePentekosti ukuze ababhap-

tiziweyo bangaphulukani nokuba babe 

yinxalenye nomzimba kaKrestu ona-

manxeba oxhonyiwe emnqamlezweni 

kodwa wavuka ekufeni. Loo mzimba 

wonakalisiweyo uvukileyo usinceda 

ukuba sibuqonde, sibuthobele , sini-

kezele ngobuthina, ukuze uThixo asise-

benzisele  uzuko lwakhe. Ngexesha nga-

linye unikezela ngobuwena, uziva ugru-

zukile emxhelweni uze ke umzimba 

onamanxeba,  ovukileyo kaKrestu 

ukuphilisele umsebenzi wokuxolela no-

kuqhubela phambili ngomsebenzi 

kaThixo. 

    Umanyano lwethu noKrestu lusin-

yanzela ukuba silinganise intobeko 

yakhe ngendlela awamthobela ngayo 

uThixo ukuze isicwangciso sakhe sosin-

diso sibe nokufezekiswa. Umanyano 

noKrestu luzisa usindiso, nto leyo 

esenza ukuba sibulaleke ngamanye 

amaxesha sigruzuke njengokuba sise-

benzela ukuzisa isiphelo kwiintlungu 

zoluntu lwethu. 

   Njengababhaptiziweyo ,  s imele 

ukuphakama sime ngeenyawo sibalwe 

njengoWilliam Wilberforce (1759-1833), 

ilungu leCawe yaseTshetshi owaseben-

zisa isikhundla sakhe sasePalamente 

ukutshabalalisa umkhuba wokurhweba 

ngamakhoboka owawukhohlakele kun-

ene. 

    Wabuya wakhuthaza iinguqulelo  ez-

intolongweni, imfundo nomsebenzi wo-

kuhanjiswa kweendaba ezilungileyo.  

Amalungu epalamente yethu  ke ngoko 

angasetyenziswa  nguThixo ukuba azise 

ulawulo olufanelekileyo, ukudonyula 

urhwaphilizo, ukuphalisa zonke iintlobo 

zokuphathwa kwabantu gadalala, 

ukuphathwa kakubi kwabafazi  nabant-

wana, kwabantu abadala, abangevayo, 

nabangaboniyo. 

    Simele ukubathandazela ukuze 

uMoya oNgcwele ubanike ukukhalipha 

okwanikwa uWilberforce. 

    Ukuba sifuna uMzantsi Afrika 

oqhubele phambili, simele ukuwalan-

dela amazwi  kaPaulos kuTimoti athi 

kufuneka sithandazele ooKumkani, 

amalungu karhulumente nabo bonke 

abasegunyeni (1 Timoti 2:1-3) 

 

 

 

 

(For English, see page 2) 
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    FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF SPIRITUALITY 
 
 A God who closes doors? 

By Carel Anthonissen 

 

I have a friend who says, "People often tell me God will one day open a door for us somewhere.  But I have had to 

come to terms with a God who constantly closes the doors in our lives.  A God who constantly interrupts and 

changes the pattern and outcome that I have envisaged for my life". 

By Sinethemba Gayiza,  

DYG Media Officer 

The Diocesan Youth Guild held its 

first event of the 2014 Calendar at 

the parish of St Gregory, East Lon-

don on the weekend of 21-23 March 

2014. 

 This well attended workshop 

centred around the development of 

leaders all the way from Parish ex-

ecutives, Archdeaconry executives 

and Diocesan executives, and was 

facilitated by DYG Chaplain 

Themba Phillip, assisted by Sinje 

Dlokweni and Wezo Bloko.  

 The workshop’s programme in-

cluded Biblical Leadership Require-

ments, What Is a Leader and Types 

of a Leader. Principles of Christian 

Leadership and Development were 

discussed along with Conflict and 

Conflict Resolution strategy. 

 To help the DYG Leaders under-

stand how the Anglican Church 

functions, the workshop detailed 

Types of Decision Making and The 

Anglican Church’s Perspective on 

Leadership. Engagement from DYG 

leaders kept the workshop alive and 

informative as questions seeking 

better clarity kept arising. This 

questioning was applauded by DYG 

Chaplain as he saw 

it “as a sign that 

our young leaders 

are eager to know 

and learn so that 

they can indeed 

take our Diocese 

forward and lead 

their Guilders con-

structively” he said. 

 The DYG Chair-

person, Nobulali 

Mbilini, thanked all 

“DYG leaders and 

Reverends that 

supported, and con-

tinue to support us. 

Thank you St 

Gregory for wel-

coming us as your 

own children, we had lots of fun 

here and will now meet again on the 

weekend of June 16 in Fort Beau-

fort for our Career Guidance event,” 

she said. 

Eager to ask questions: DYG Parish, Archdeaconry and Dioce-

san Executive members during the Leadership Development 

Workshop at St Gregory Mdantsane.  

St Gregory hosts DYG Leadership Workshop 

He is one who has discovered the enriching lesson of closed doors.  

That is the discovery that God's way with us is often totally differ-

ent from what we have planned or dreamt for ourselves.  That it is 

often more modest, less glamorous, more difficult than we would 

have liked it to be. And that we have to accept this in faith.  Like 

the discoverer Bartholomew Diaz who so much wanted to reach 

India and on his mission only discovered barren coasts and empty 

land.  He had to learn, as NP van Wyk wrote so movingly in his 

poem: "That God often leaves unfulfilled the heart that we want to 

fill".  David had to learn the same lesson when he wanted to build 

a house for God and then heard that he was not the man (2 Sam 

7:5).  Also Moses who brought his people all the way to the bor-

ders of the Promised Land had to accept that the door for him had 

now closed and that Joshua was destined to take over (Deut 31:1-

3).  

 

Surely this must be one of the most important but hardest lessons 

to learn in life. One that demands sacrifice, realism, patience, ma-

turity and especially faith.  That faith which has had to contend 

with the limitations and temporality of our lives; which has learnt 

to seek and find God in unlikely, often for us repulsive, places - 

with the poor, the wounded, the meek, the humble, the vulner-

able, the lost, the least.  Because that is where God mostly dwells.  

Where new doors, new visions of faith, new dreams can unexpect-

edly open.  Is this not what Jesus taught and showed us?  

Ds Carel Anthonissen is based in Stellenbosch, and is a 

member of the Institute  of Spirituality in the Diocese of 

Cape Town. 
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By David Greybe 

A unique Evensong for 

Artists, an innovative 

Spiritfest Fringe with 

Open Mike and a lecture 

series about seeing God 

in contemporary film, 

music and the other arts 

are all new additions in 

an expanded Spiritfest 

programme during this 

year’s National Arts Fes-

tival in Grahamstown. 

 The annual festival 

unfolds from Thursday 

3rd to Sunday 13th July 

at Grahamstown Cathe-

dral and other churches 

in the ‘City of Saints’. 

 Also on the Spiritfest 

programme are music, 

meditation, the visual 

arts and drama. A new 

event this year is 

‘Evensong for Artists’, 

with the Grahamstown 

Cathedral Choir, and 

original music, hymns 

and artwork by South 

African arts practitioners, 

creating a unique act of 

sacred performance art. 

 The Festival Eucharist 

on 6 July will include a 

new Mass setting com-

posed by the young Ca-

thedral choristers. The 

preacher will be the An-

glican Archbishop of Cape 

Town, Thabo Makgoba, 

who will also speak at the 

Winter School. 

 Spiritfest’s music pro-

gramme covers a variety 

of events, including Gos-

pel Africa Concerts, St 

Michael’s Marimbas and 

a recital of organ music 

by Cathedral organist 

Andrew-John Bethke.  

 A new addition is the 

Spiritfest Fringe, which 

will host ‘Open Mike’ and 

anyone is welcome to par-

ticipate. 

The full programme is now available online at: 

www.grahamstowncathedral.org/spiritfest/2014/index.php 

Celebrating the arts in the context of faith: Spiritfest programme released 

Praise him with music: (Above) part of the enthusiastic crowd 

at a Gospel concert in Trinity Presbyterian Church. (Below) 

the Cathedral choir will participate in a special service of 

Evensong for artists. 

Action, outreach at St Philip’s Grahamstown 

The church was finally honoured 

by the presence of Bishop Ebene-

zer Ntlali, who spent three days of 

Holy Week and the Sunday of the 

Resurrection at the church. The 

congregation felt blessed by his 

visit. 

The Mothers’ Union led by Mrs Shempo 

Zwane, celebrated Valentine’s Day by 

honouring the old and the sick, by show-

ering them with presents such as slip-

pers, nighties and gowns. Thereafter, 

lunch was served to them and their 

families. 

Holy Saturday came, and 

three students from the 

College of the Transfigura-

tion who have been placed 

at St Philip’s for pastoral 

experience, did a spring-

cleaning at the church.  

By Shumi Citwa 

St Philip’s Grahamstown under Mluleki Mize has been full of activity lately.  
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Sister Monica Njokweni 

CSJB 

Barbara McGahey, former 

Diocesan Secretary 

Barbara McGahey, who was Dioce-

san Secretary of the Diocese of Gra-

hamstown from 1980 to 1992, died 

in Grahamstown on 4 May 2014.  

 She had been living at St Luke’s, 

the frail care home at the Commu-

nity of the Resurrection Sisters, for 

the past two years, and her funeral 

took place privately on 8 May in 

their Chapel at St Peter’s. For most 

of the 20 years since her retirement 

as Diocesan Secretary, she served 

as Bursar to the Sisters, who 

greatly appreciated her expert 

touch with finances. 

 Barbara McGahey served as Di-

ocesan Secretary under Bishop 

Kenneth Oram, and subsequently 

under Bishop David Russell. She 

remained in contact with Bishop 

David, and when frail and ailing in 

the last weeks of her life, made the 

journey to Cape Town to see him. 

 Although she was capable of 

making Deans and Bishops quake 

in their shoes, Barbara McGahey 

also had a dry sense of humour and 

a neat turn of phrase. (Her degree 

was in English). At a Diocesan 

Synod in 1991 she was reported to 

have thanked “a conglomeration of 

clergy” and “a lacing of laity”. We 

give thanks for the talents she gave 

so generously to the Diocese and to 

the Sisters. May she rest in peace. 

Barbara McGahey  with Bishop David 

Russell at her farewell party in 1992. 

By Bill Gould 

In paying their respects to the 

memory of the late Joseph Nzuzo 

Maselwa, close to 1000 mourners 

converged on the Maselwa family 

home in Nxarhuni on Thursday, 1 

May 2014 for a Requiem Mass 

celebrated by Bishop Ebenezer 

Ntlali assisted by Bishop Malusi 

Mpumlwana of the Ethiopian 

Episcopal Church. In his sermon, 

the Bishop paid tribute to the 

many virtues that Mr Maselwa 

manifested in his very long and 

rich life of over 95 years. 

 Joseph Maselwa was born at 

Ngwenkala, and trained as a pri-

mary school teacher at St Mat-

thew’s, Keiskammahoek. He be-

gan teaching  at St Luke’s in 

1939, but continued studying, 

first by correspondence, and then 

at St Matthew’s, where obtained 

his Higher Primary Certificate. 

He also began studying music and 

co-edited the African Songs Book, 

which is still used in universities 

throughout the world. After teach-

ing at St Matthew’s and Zozo and 

in the then-Rhodesia, he served as 

a school principal in Uitenhage, 

Fort Beaufort and Cambridge Lo-

cation, before returning to St 

Luke’s where he was school prin-

cipal from 1956 until he retired in 

1984. During this time he was one 

of the founders of the Ngwenyati 

High School. 

 On retiring in 1984, he went 

into business, initially opening 

three general dealers’ shops 

around Nxarhuni before starting 

Maselwa Family Funerals in 

2003. 

 At St Luke’s, he was a warden 

for many years as well as being a 

lay minister and the choir master. 

He was a keen fisherman, often 

returning from the Nahoon River 

having caught breakfast, as well 

as being an avid player and stu-

dent of cricket. He married Andie 

Nikiwe in 1949. Joseph Maselwa 

is survived by four sons, 11 grand-

children and many great-

grandchildren. 

OBITUARIES 

Joseph Nzuzo Maselwa, 

teacher, musician,  

churchman 
Sister Monica Njokweni CSJB, 

aunt of the Deacon at the Cathe-

dral Siphokazi Njokweni, died in 

Grahamstown on 14 May, ten days 

after her 73rd birthday. 

 Born in the rural Transkei, she 

entered the Community of St John 

the Baptist as a young woman, and 

took the name Monica because her 

birthday fell on that saint’s day. 

She had a great love for children, 

and at one time was in charge of 

Sunday School work throughout the 

then Diocese of St John’s.  

 Sister Monica obtained a Bache-

lor of Theology degree, and BTh 

Honours. She rose to be Superior of 

her Order. 

 Twelve years ago, suffering from 

arthritis which greatly hindered 

her mobility, she came to live with 

the Community of the Resurrection 

Sisters at St Luke’s in Grahams-

town. There she became a devoted 

member of the Cathedral congrega-

tion, and more recently a regular 

attender at a Bible Study group 

which met at St Luke’s.  

 She was known and loved for 

her warm and affirming nature, 

and her quiet wisdom. She was also 

a keen supporter of the South Afri-

can national sports teams, and 

sometimes added a pair of slippers 

in Springbok colours or Bafana 

Bafana tracksuit pants which she 

wore under her habit! She is 

mourned by her family and many 

friends, including her fellow resi-

dents at St Luke’s. 

Enjoying a good party, Sister Monica is 

seen here arriving at the Cathedral’s 

160th Anniversary Gala Dinner. 
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From the Bishop’s diary 

June 

10 Tue Chapter meeting, Ginsberg 

15 Sun Alice Archdeaconry 

Confirmations, Adelaide 

17 Tue Clergy School, St John EL 

19 Thurs College of the Transfiguration 

22  Sun Institution of Dr Beja, Dimbaza 

24-27 Tue-Fri PE Clergy Retreat 

28  Sat Baptism of Sambesiwe Dyantyi, 

   Cathedral 

 

July 

2-5  Wed-Sat Anglicans Ablaze Conference 

12  Sat Churchwardens’ Forum, Fort Hare 

Bhisho 

15-18 Tue-Sat Clergy Retreat 

19-20 Sun-Mo St Agnes Guild Conference  

 

August 

5 Tue Chapter meeting, St Matthew’s 

9 Sat  Mothers’ Union Seminar 

17 Sun  Diocesan Family day in 

Archdeaconries 

22 Fri  160th Anniversary Gala Dinner  

23 Sat  160th Anniversary Choral 

Concert, Zwelitsha  

24 Sun  160th Anniversary Family Day 

  
Umbuliso is your  
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Contributions welcome 
  

Please send news to:  

P O Box 181, Grahamstown 6140 

Tel: 046 622 7803; Fax 086 681 4677 

E-mail: 

umbuliso@grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

 

Umbuliso is published by the Diocese 

of Grahamstown, edited by Maggy 

Clarke, and printed by Dupli-Print, 

Grahamstown. 
  

Dead-line for next issue:  

20 July 2014 
Read Umbuliso online at 

www.grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

For Prayer 

Bishop Ebenezer Ntlali suffered a 

bout of tick-bite fever in April, 

which saw him hospitalised in East 

London with cellulitis. We give 

thanks that his stay in hospital was 

brief, and he was soon able to re-

turn home to recuperate. 

 Nontobeko Moletsane, one of the 

lay members of Chapter, was ad-

mitted to St Dominic’s Hospital in 

East London in April with pneumo-

nia. 

 Mr J N Maselwa, father-in-law 

of Bishop Ebenezer Ntlali’s sister, 

died on Easter Sunday, 20 April, at 

the age of 95. (see obituary on p. 7). 

Margaret Vusani, mother of Si-

yanda Silwana, died on 15 May. 

Please pray for the families. 

Clergy Moves 

The Revd Dr Samuel Beja, who 

was on the staff at Zwelitsha, has 

been appointed Team Ministry 

Incumbent of Holy Trinity, Dim-

baza. 

The Revd Zamuxolo Kilana, who 

was assisting at St Mary's Pum-

lani, was instituted as Rector of 

that parish on 16 March 2014. 

The Revd Lindile Somandi has 

been appointed Senior Assistant 

Priest, and the Revd Wezo Bloko 

Assistant Priest, at St Saviour 

East London. 

The Bishop has licensed two new 

staff members at the College of 

the Transfiguration, Dr Frank 

England and the Revd Duncan 

Mbonyana. 

 

 
 

at the National Arts Festival  

in Grahamstown, 

3-13 July 2014. 

Come and join us at Spiritfest, and 

celebrate the Arts in the context of the 

Christian faith! 

Worship Gospel Organ Marimbas 

Bell-ringing demo Exhibitions 

Drama Open Mike 

Lectures & Book-launches 

Meditations 

Find us in the official Festival Programme or 

at www.grahamstowncathedral.org/

spiritfest/2014/index.php 

By Cyril Nonjobe, King William’s Town 

West St Bernard Mizeki Men’s Guild 

On 5 April 2014 the Amadodana held 

a pre-Easter service in St Andrew’s 

Church Ginsberg. The service was led 

by the Chaplain, Loyiso Zibi, on the 

Way of the Cross. The Amadodana 

preached on the Seven Words of Jesus 

on the Cross. This service was in-

tended to empower the Amadodana 

who were to take part in services in 

our parishes this Good Friday. Those 

who preached were:  

1. The Revd L Zibi,  

2. Bro M G Kieviet 

3. Senior Member Bro Ngxamngxa 

4. Bro Simanga 

5. Bro Banzi 

6. Training Officer Bro Solly Duna 

7. The Revd S E Ndyoki  

All the Brothers gave powerful ad-

dresses. The Word of God is deep and 

always new. 

 

Visiting the bereaved 
When Bro Mzivukile Ridwell Gaika, 

Senior Lay Minister at St Andrew 

Ginsberg, lost his older brother Sima-

kuhle in the village of Umxaxo, the 

Amadodana visited him and the en-

tire family, to comfort their family. 

The revival prayer was led by Bro 

Vumindaba in St Andrew’s Mdant-

sane. Brother Rara Duna gave a pow-

erful message to the family from the 

last verse of Matthew 28, where Jesus 

said “And surely I am with you al-

ways, until the very end of the age.” 

To the Gaika family: “may his soul 

rest in peace Tshawe. Menze aphumle 

ngonaphakade Nkosi umkhanyisele 

ngokhanyiso olunga umiyo.” 

King William’s Town West St 

Bernard Mizeki Guild news 

By Sinethemba Gayiza 

Bishop Ebenezer Ntlali inducted the 

Diocesan Youth Guild  Executive at St 

Saviour’s  East London on 5 April 2014 

in front of the Clergy and the FOV as 

they attended the FOV/ Deacons' Work-

shop. The executive was elected at the 

2013 Bi-Annual DYG Conference which 

took place in October 2013. Seen with 

the Bishop are (left to right): 

Lihleli Vellem: Project Manager, 

Sinethemba Gayiza: Media Officer, 

Qabuka Selana: Admin Secretary, 

Nceba January: Treasurer, 

Nobulali Mbilini: Chairperson, 

Lindela Mthamzeli: Deputy Chairperson, 

Yolisa Mbatha: Development Officer  

Lusanda Mkiva: General Secretary. 

DYG Executive inducted 


