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On 14 December 2013 Bishop Ebenezer ordained six priests in the Cathedral. Bishop 

Ebenezer is seen after the service with the new priests: Sinje Dlokweni of St Paul Port 

Alfred, Daniel Ludik OHC, Prior of Mariya uMama weThemba Monastery, Chumani 

Mona of St Philip Gompo and Vuyiswa Jela of St Francis Mdantsane. Holding the 

Bishop’s crozier is his Chaplain, Canon Lawrence Nzwana. Pictured separately are: 

Milton Quntu (left) of St Augustine Grahamstown, and Pen Schultz of St Paul Port 

Alfred.  

Ordination of six Priests Order of Simon of 

Cyrene for Prof Michael 

Whisson 

Michael Whisson, retired Professor 

of Anthropology 

and former 

Citizen of the 

Year of Gra-

hamstown, has 

been awarded 

the Order of 

S i m o n  o f 

Cyrene, which 

is given by the 

Archbishop to 

lay persons in 

the Anglican 

C h u r c h  o f 

Southern Af-

rica for distinguished service. The 

Bishop of Grahamstown, Ebenezer 

Ntlali, presented the Award to 

Whisson on Sunday 8 December 

2013 on the Archbishop’s behalf.  

 Michael Whisson has been an 

Anglican all his life, and has al-

ways played an active part in the 

church, in England, Kenya and in 

South Africa. At the Cathedral, 

since arriving in Grahamstown in 

1978, his involvement included 29 

years serving on the Parish Coun-

cil, for ten years of which he was a 

Churchwarden, and 17 years edit-

ing the monthly magazine, “The 

Spire”. He is a Lay Minister, and a 

challenging and thoughtful 

preacher. His ministry at Fort Eng-

land Hospital continues to this day. 

He has represented the Cathedral 

Parish, and the Diocese, at numer-

ous Synods, and served on the 

Council of the College of the Trans-

figuration, the Senate of Rhodes 

University, and as a Councillor in 

the local municipality. 

Michael Whisson 

The Diocese of Grahamstown has 

a new web site! 

You may have noticed that since 31 

December it is no longer possible to find 

the old web site  

www.diocesegrahamstown.co.za. 

Visit us at: 

www.grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

The email addresses of Umbuliso and the 

Diocesan Office have also changed. See 

back page. 
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(IsiXhosa: tyhila kwiphepha lesi-4) 

     

 Bishop Ebenezer writes…. 

 Family life and education in Lent 

At the Ordination service on 14 

December, the Bishop licensed a 

new Diocesan Registrar, and an 

Assistant Diocesan Registrar. 

The Diocesan Registrar, Shirley 

Tilana-Mabece, will be assisted 

by Bongiwe Nkohla, whose par-

ticular area of expertise is 

CCMA matters. Both are quali-

fied attorneys based in East 

London. 

 They succeed Brenda Amsterdam, who 

stepped down as Diocesan Registrar at the end 

of 2013 after five years in the position.  

Shirley Tilana-

Mabece 

New Diocesan Lawyers Bubele Mfenyana:  

no ordinary Archdeacon 

Bubele Mfenyana, Rector of St 

Katharine Berlin, has been ap-

pointed to a post with the un-

usual name of “Archdeacon to 

the Ordinary”. He explained 

that in this context “The Ordi-

nary” refers to the Bishop. In 

this position Archdeacon Mfen-

yana will have a special respon-

sibility for assisting the Bishop. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ 

 

We, Grahamstown Diocesan family, 

need to remember that we are God’s 

family, as we derive our name from 

Him (Ephesians 3:14ff). May God 

grant us according to the riches of 

His glory that we may be strength-

ened with the power of His spirit in 

our inner beings. 

 It is interesting to learn that the 

Letters Patent of Bishop Arm-

strong, the first Bishop of Grahams-

town, were issued on 20th December 

1853. In other words, our Diocese 

was founded by Bishop Robert Gray 

on 20th of December 1853. We are 

the 14th Bishop of Grahamstown 

Diocese. The Diocese has become 

smaller through its multiplications, 

giving birth to new dioceses such as 

Port Elizabeth, Mthatha and Khah-

lamba. On 20th December 2013 as a 

Diocese we gave thanks to God for 

160 years of existence. We will cele-

brate our 160th anniversary 

throughout the year of 2014. 

 We, the Bishop in Chapter, fol-

lowing our synodical decisions, wish 

to prioritize family life and educa-

tion (theological, civic and general), 

and urge the Diocesan family and 

its leadership to focus during this 

Lenten period of 2014 on family life 

and education. The liturgy will be 

provided. 

 The Lenten period is a time 

when we pause and remember the 

40 days of fasting by our Lord Jesus 

Christ in the desert, whilst He was 

on earth. It is a time for us, as 

members of the Diocesan family, to 

do introspection and revisit our re-

pentance and renunciation of our 

sins, seeking a new life in Jesus 

Christ. Therefore we need to pray 

that God may give us His grace to 

discipline ourselves, as we press on 

towards Easter. It is time of self de-

nial, to do intercessions and identify 

ourselves with the needy, whilst we 

listen to what God says. Lenten 

teachings introduce to us voluntary 

abstinence through an act of lessen-

ing the quantity of food one eats, or 

of denying oneself other pleasures. 

Through our abstinence we, in the 

midst of our luxurious way of life, 

are called to give to the needy or to 

projects such as Grahamstown Min-

istry Endowment Fund. In Lent as 

the family of the Diocese, we are 

called to devote ourselves to prayer, 

bible study and other spiritual read-

ings. 

 

We call upon you to follow this pro-

gramme: 

• Ash Wednesday (5 March): 

The impact of the Trinity with 

emphasis on family life and edu-

cation; 

• Sunday 9 March: The impact of 

the Trinity in married and single 

parent families; 

• Lent 1 (16 March): The Trinity 

with family life and education 

• Lent 2 & 3 : (23 & 30 March) 

the impact of the Trinity on fam-

ily life and education in nuclear 

and extended families; 

• Lent 4 (6 April): The Trinity 

with church family as the Body 

of Christ in the Kingdom of God; 

• Palm Sunday (13 April): The 

impact of the Trinity on domestic 

violence, verbal abuse, misun-

derstanding between parents 

and children; children and chil-

dren, and nuclear and extended 

families. 

 

We want to end with the words of 

Dewey, the 19th Century philoso-

pher, who reminds us that true 

freedom is faith, education, and de-

mocracy, which create an environ-

ment in which everybody will be 

given a space to exercise his time, 

skills and talents to the glory of God 

by serving others. 

 We join the United Nations in 

the call to celebrate the 20th anni-

versary of the International Year of 

the Family. Let us be inspired by 

the words of Proverbs: “by wisdom a 

house is built and by understanding 

it is established; by knowledge the 

rooms are filled with all precious 

and pleasant riches” (24:3-4). 

 

Grace and peace 
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The Benedictine Brothers at Mariya uMama weThemba 

Monastery are inviting people to join them in a Centering 

Prayer day on Saturday 15 March 2014. Br Julian Mizelle OHC 

writes: 

 

Each year Centering Prayer groups throughout the 

world set aside the third Saturday in March to join 

together in a bond of love, solidarity and unity. This 

Centering Prayer Quiet Day will be one of literally 

thousands of groups spread throughout the world. As 

we sit together in a bond of centering prayer we unite 

our hearts together to consent to the Divine Presence 

and Action for the world.  

 This Quiet Day, hosted by Contemplative Outreach 

Eastern Cape, will include two Centering Prayer ses-

sions, a video programme from Contemplative Out-

reach featuring Fr Thomas Keating, along with shar-

ing and reflection. There will also be the opportunity to 

join the Monks of Mariya uMama weThemba Monas-

tery as they pray the Divine Office and celebrate Mass. 

Monks issue invitation to join in world-wide prayer day 

This programme is offered with two options. For booking details, see separate box. 

Day Programme:  Saturday, 15 March 2014 

    8 am to 6 pm 

    Cost R100 

 

Full Weekend Retreat Friday, 14 March to Sunday, 16 March 2014 

    Arrivals and Check-In: after 2 pm Friday afternoon 

    Departures: early afternoon Sunday 

    Programme begins with Vespers on Friday at 5:30 pm 

    Cost R760 

A quiet place: The Guesthouse 

OBITUARY Death of former State President, 

Nelson Mandela Vuyisile Victor Bonani, Permanent 

Deacon at St James Mooiplaas 

Vuyisile Bonani, Permanent Deacon at St James 

Mooiplaas, died on 4 December 2013, a few days be-

fore his 61st birthday. 

 Born in Chefane, he attended the local primary 

school before going on to Mzomhle High School in 

Mdantsane. He was employed at Dunlop in Wilsonia, 

and in the laboratory department of Nestle’s in East 

London. A member of the congregation at St James 

Mooiplaas, he trained for the permanent diaconate, 

and was ordained deacon on 14 September 2013, 

shortly before he retired at the end of October. 

 The funeral of Vuyisile Bonani took place on 12 

December at St James Mooiplaas, conducted by 

Canon Lawrence Nzwana on behalf of the Bishop, who 

was leading the retreat for those to be ordained on 14 

December. Despite rain, the funeral was well at-

tended. Those present included Deacons who had been 

ordained with Bonani, and local clergy from other de-

nominations. 

 He leaves his wife Ntombomzi, and their children, 

four sons and a daughter. Prayers are asked for them, 

and all the family, as well as for the parish of St 

James Mooiplaas. 

The Diocese of Grahamstown joined 

all South Africa and the world in 

mourning the death of former presi-

dent Nelson Mandela, who died on 5 

December 2013 at the age of 95. 

Bishop Ebenezer Ntali issued the 

following statement:  

 

“A great tree has fallen. 

 

“Rolihlahla Nelson Mandela will be remembered as 

the person who has paved the way for democracy in 

this country. But he will also always be remembered 

as a person of great forgiveness. It is not every person 

that would be able to open their hearts with benevo-

lence and compassion after 27 years of imprisonment. 

His spirit of forgiveness and reconciliation united a 

country so filled with anger, and gave us hope. He has 

left us with a momentous legacy. 

 “We give thanks to God for Tata's life, witness and 

ministry, and we pray that God of insurmountable 

grace may comfort and strengthen his family at this 

time. We live in hope that as a country we can learn 

and follow in the footsteps of this great person.”  

The Guesthouse at 
Mariya uMama weThemba  

Monastery 

As part of the Benedictine ministry of hospitality, 

the monks of Mariya uMama weThemba Monas-

tery offer a 25 bed, fully equipped guesthouse for 

those seeking a quiet place of prayer and retreat 

and for meetings. The Guesthouse is open from 

Tuesday morning until Sunday afternoon.  

P O Box 6013  

Grahamstown 6141  

Tel. 046 622 8111 

Fax 046 622 6424 

E-mail  

guesthouse@umaria.co.za; 

www.umaria.co.za 
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Bazalwana nooDade abathandekayo 

kuKristu 

 

Thina lusapho lweDayosisi yaseRhini, 

simele ukukhumbula ukuba silusapho 

lukaThixo, njengoko igama lethu sisuka 

nalo kuye (Efese 3:14 nezil.) Wanga 

uThixo angenza ngokobutyebi boZuko 

lwakhe ukuba somelezwe ngamandla 

oMoya wakhe kubuntu bethu banga-

phakathi. 

 Kunika umdla ukuqaphela ukuba 

iiNcwadi zoMiselo zikaBhishopu Arm-

strong, iBhishopu yokuqala yaseRhini, 

zakhutshwa ngomhla wama-20 kuDis-

emba 1853. Ngamanye amazwi , 

iDayosisi yethu yasekwa nguBishopu 

uRobert Gray ngomhla wama-20 kuDis-

emba ngo-1853. SiyiBhishopu ye-14 yale 

Dayosisi yaseRhini. IDayosisi iye isiba 

ncinci ngenxa yolwandiso lwayo 

amathuba ngamathuba, kuzalwa ii-

dayosisi ezintsha ezifana neBhayi, uM-

thatha noKhahlamba. Ngowama-20 

kuDisemba 2013 njengeDayosisi siye 

sambulela uThixo ngeminyaka eli-160 

sikho. Siya kuwubhiyozela umnyaka we

-160 kuwo wonke lo nyaka we-2014. 

 Thina ke, uBhishopu ekwiTshapta, 

silandela izigqibo zethu zeSinodi, sin-

qwenela ukububeka phambili ubomi 

bosapho nemfundo (eyezakwalizwi, 

ezentlalo nemfundo ngokubanzi), saye 

sibhenela kusapho lweDayosisi lonke 

neenkokeli zalo ukuba ngeli thuba 

leLente yowe-2014 lugxininise kubomi 

bosapho nemfundo. Baya kuthunyelwa 

iinkqubo zenkonzo emazilandelwe. 

 Ithuba leLente lithuba lokuba sikhe 

sinqumame sikhumbule iintsuku ezi-40 

zenzila zeNkosi yethu uYesu Krestu 

entlango, ngethuba awayesemhlabeni 

ngalo.  Lithuba lokuba sithi, njenga-

malungu osapho lweDayosisi, sizifune, 

siqwalasele ngokutsha inguquko yethu 

nokulahla kwethu isono, sifune ubomi 

obutsha kuKrestu.  Ke ngoko simele 

ukuthandaza ukuba uThixo asiphe uba-

balo lwakhe ukuba sibe nokuzilawula 

njengokuba sixunele phambili kwi-

Pasika. Lixesha lokuzibandeza, 

ukuthandazela nokuzibandakanya na-

basweleyo, lo gama siphulaphule ukuba 

uThixo uthini n. Iimfundiso zeLente 

zingenisa kuthi ukuthatha isigqibo so-

kuzipehpha izinto ezithile ngokuthi sin-

ciphise ubungakanani bokutya esikut-

yayo, sizibandeze ezinye izimnandi ze-

lizwe. Ngoko kuzibandeza nokuphepha 

kwethu, thina siphakathi kubomi 

obuzele bubuqheleqhele, sibizelwa 

ukuba sinike abasweleyo okanye six-

hase amaziko oncedo afana neGrahams-

town Ministry Endowment Fund 

(iNgxowamali yaseRhini yeNkxaso ). 

Ngexesha leLente, njengosapho 

lweDayosisi,  sibizelwa ekubeni sizini-

kezele emthandazweni, ukufunda iB-

hayibhile nezinye iincwadi zezenkolo. 

  

Sihlaba ikhwelo kuni ukuba nilandele 

le programu: 

 

• NgoLwesithathu woThuthu (5 

Matshi). Ifuthe loMtriniti kugxin-

iniswa kubomi bosapho nemfundo. 

• NgeCawa 9 kuMatshi. Ifuthe loM-

triniti kumakhaya abatshatileyo 

nakwabo bangabazali ababodwa. 

• ILente 1 (16 Matshi.) UMtriniti 

nobomi bosapho nemfundo. 

• ILente 2 no-3 (23 no-30 Matshi.) 

Ifuthe loMtriniti kubomi bosapho 

nemfundo kusapho olusisiseko nosa-

pho olunabileyo. 

• ILente 4 (6 Epreli): UMtriniti 

enkonzweni njengomzimba kaKre-

stu kubuKumkani bukaThixo. 

• ICawa yamaHlamvu (13 Epreli): 

Ifuthe loMtriniti ekuphathweni ka-

kubi kwabantu emakhaya, ukung-

cikivwa ngeentetho, ukungavisisani 

phakathi kwabazali nabantwana 

neentsapho ezisisiseko nezinabileyo 

 

Sifuna ukuqukumbela ngamazwi 

kaDewey, ingqondi yenkulungwane ye-

19 esikhumbuza ukuba inkululeko yok-

wenene lukholo, imfundo nedemok-

hrasi, nto ezo ezidala iimeko ekuthi 

kuzo wonke umntu anikwe ithuba lo-

kusebezisa ixesha lakhe, izakhono 

zakhe, neetalente zakhe ekuzukiseni 

uThixo ngokuthi akhonze abanye. 

 

Sizibandakanya neZizwe eziManyeneyo 

xa bememelela ukuba kubhiyozelwe un-

yaka wama-20 woNyaka weHlabathi 

woSapho. Masiphenjelelwe sivuselelwe 

ngamazwi emiZekeliso athi:  Indlu yona 

yakhiwa ngobulumko, izinziswe 

ngengqondo, ngokwazi kuzaliswa 

amaqonga, bubuncwane bonke obun-

qabileyo nobumnandi (Imiz. 24: 3-4). 

 

UBabalo noXolo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(For English, see page 2) 

     uBishophu uEbenezer ubhala athi…  

 Ubomi bosapho nemfundo ngeLente 

By Bill Gould 

Christmas Day was celebrated at St Andrew’s Mdantsane 

with the welcoming of 23 new members of God’s Kingdom 

who were baptised as part of the Holy Eucharist service 

which also included a chanting of the Litany. 

 Canon Simphiwe Magxwalisa certainly sang for his sup-

per as he literally had his hands full as infant after infant 

as well as several older children were presented by their 

parents and supporters. 

 The church building was almost full, as the congregants 

came to celebrate the birth of Jesus in a stable so many 

years ago and now in them. Following the service, each was 

able to return home to share a Christmas lunch with their 

family and friends. 

23 Christmas baptisms at St Andrew Mdantsane 

Shine as a light in the world: Families and the newly-

baptised at the Christmas Day service. 
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 FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF SPIRITUALITY 
 

 

Can our land be healed? 
By Margaret Fourie 

It’s a small thing on the scale of the enormous suffering so many of our people are enduring at the moment, but a 

little bit of the crime wave has touched me too. After the theft of our lawnmower (twice), my computer and sound 

system, the weedeater, the chain saw, and countless break-ins of varying success over the past 5 years, on Monday 

13th thieves stole my spare wheel and back wheel during the night, jacking the car up with the result that it ran for-

ward, to rest half down the steps and half in the garden. Not a tragedy, but very, very inconvenient. I’m without a 

car for more than a week while new rims and tyres and bolts and all the rest are found for my old car, and sent up to 

Fort Beaufort. And we can’t use the main steps to the house until the car is moved, after the wheel has been fitted. 

 It is typical of evil that, although it cannot truly get to us because 

we belong to God and are under the protection of the angels, it 

holds us to ransom in inconvenience and expense. And it takes up 

our time, badly needed for other more important business.  

 Satan tries all the time to disrupt our peace and make us lose 

heart, pretending he has the upper hand. He does not. 

 Crime there is. Rape, murder, theft, robbery, corruption, lies, 

greed and infidelity are all round us. But so are generosity, faithful-

ness, love, honesty, humility, selflessness, self-control and gentle-

ness. It is, in fact, still God’s world, and it is within his power to stem 

the tide of evil – through us, usually. 

 Let’s look again at what God himself tells us in 2 Chronicles 7:14. 

“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves, 

and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways,  

then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal 

their land”. 

 What an incredible message for God’s people, who are called by 

his name. That’s us. There is something practical we can do today, 

something that will reverse the trends and save our country. 

In October I urged you to get busy doing exactly what this says. I 

hope you have been. Let us get down on our knees in humility (that 

is, in obedience and waiting for God’s solutions, not what we think 

will be a good idea) and really, really pray, with the faith that sees 

what it prays for; and seek his face, taking time with him, turning 

from our wicked ways, so that God will in fact heal our land. 

 I want to tell you a short story from the Cape Flats when I was 

there. In the confirmation preparation course our class of 80 chil-

dren had reached the section on prayer. I challenged them to pray 

earnestly for something measureable for one month, using the 

lunch time at school on Fridays for prayer instead of eating. They 

agreed to pray that there would be no rapes in Athlone, a vast, 

crime-ridden area. After a month I contacted the police commander. 

There had been no rapes at all during that whole month. They then 

asked to pray that there would be no theft. I confess my small faith 

– I persuaded them to pray for no theft just in their own area of 

Silvertown, part of Athlone. At the end of a month, we discovered 

that there had been thefts, robberies and housebreaking in every 

one of the surrounding areas but none in Silvertown. What does 

that mean for us? 

 ‘. . . the battle is not yours but God’s’ (2 Chron. 20:15b) 

2013 saw the conception and early gestation of the 

Order of St Barnabas as a fellowship group for lay 

ministers within and throughout the Diocese of 

Grahamstown. 

 Several initial meetings with Diocese-wide 

attendance set the scene, establishing the basic concept 

and framework. These were followed by various 

meetings at regional, Archdeaconry and parish level as 

an embryonic structure began to take shape, 

identifying its draft guidelines, uniform and place 

within the tapestry of Diocesan ordained ministries 

and other structures. 

 By the end of 2013, as the Order’s Chaplain and 

facilitator, I was able to report to Chapter that with 

God’s grace, these initiatives will be taken further 

forward in 2014 so that the Order of St Barnabas will 

emerge as a strong child within the Diocesan family 

and, as with any new-born, will grow from strength to 

strength. 

 I thank all those who contributed to the progress 

made in 2013 and look forward to sharing with you all 

the birth of the lay ministers’ fellowship, the Order of 

St Barnabas, within the foreseeable future. 

Order of St Barnabas:  
Way forward for Lay Ministers’ fellowship group 
Report by Warren Bada, Chaplain and Facilitator 

Lay Ministers in training at a meeting in St Saviour’s East 

London. 
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By Bill Gould 

Sunday, 8 December 2013 was set 

to be a joyous occasion as St Luke’s 

Mission parishioners welcomed 

their Rector, Vuyani Mnqathu, who 

recently succeeded then Archdeacon 

Louis Flint as Rector in the Nxar-

huni community. 

 Indeed, it was a joyous occasion 

as Guilds, other groups and indi-

viduals shared their pleasure in 

having Vuyani as their Rector. 

Archdeacon to the Ordinary Bubele 

Mfenyana, as guest speaker, to-

gether with Archdeacons Mhlana 

and Mpumlwana as well as several 

family members, other clergy and 

friends, all spoke with wisdom and 

generosity towards Vuyani, recog-

nising the valuable work he has al-

ready been performing as Rector. 

 

Deterioration of fabric 

At the same time, visitors to the 

Mission, which will celebrate its 

160th anniversary in 2014, had the 

opportunity to observe considerable 

evidence of vandalism: broken win-

dows, stolen electrical cables, toilet 

cisterns, plumbing and floorboards, 

as well as the deterioration of the 

fabric. There were broken pews, rot-

ting timbers, extensive bird drop-

ping throughout the church, and 

more. 

 It is sad that in a nominally 

Christian community there contin-

ues to be such blatant disrespect for 

the good things that uplift people 

and contribute to the viable func-

tioning of society. 

 It is to be prayed that the consid-

erable work, begun in 1998 and pur-

sued actively by a dedicated group 

of stakeholders (most notably 

Canon Jesse Sage) until recently, 

will not go completely unrewarded 

through neglect and worse. 

 Thus it is a shame that the for-

mer productive farmland of the 

original mission has so quickly 

fallen into apparent disuse other 

than for cattle grazing, even in the 

churchyard, and with bush quickly 

encroaching. 

 This Parish and its buildings, the 

land gifted to the Church by the 

visionary Chief Mhala, are a vital 

part of the heritage not only of the 

region but also of the Diocese. It is 

prayed that this vision, if regained, 

is sufficient to restore St Luke’s to 

both its former and deserved glory. 

St Luke’s Parish welcomes Rector: some challenges remain 

Vuyani and Xoliswa Mnqathu 

During his re-

cent charge to 

Provincial Synod, 

A r c h b i s h o p 

Thabo issued 

[an] invitation to 

ALL Anglicans in 

southern Africa 

t o  a t t e n d 

the Anglicans 

Ablaze Confer-

ence, “Hope is 

Rising,” which 

will take place 

from 2-5 July 

2014 in Johan-

nesburg. 

 We hope you will accept the 

Archbishop’s invitation and join us 

at the Anglicans Ablaze Conference. 

 The new Archbishop of Canter-

bury, Justin Welby, will be one of 

our keynote speakers; so you don’t 

want to miss this once-in-a-lifetime 

opportunity to hear him speak. 

 More than 3500 people are ex-

pected to attend, so book early! You 

don’t want to miss out and be disap-

pointed.  

 To find out more about the con-

ference, to register, and to catch a 

glimpse of our key speakers, please 

visit www.anglicansablaze.org. 

 

Help us to spread the word!  

 We want every Anglican in 

southern Africa to know about the 

Anglicans Ablaze Conference, but it 

is a challenge to get out the word to 

everyone. You can help us. Please 

forward this email to family mem-

bers, friends, or parishioners who 

may be interested in attending the 

conference. Everything they need to 

k n o w  c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t 

www.anglicansablaze.org. And 

please encourage them to sign up to 

receive our Anglicans Ablaze email 

updates. 

 If your friend, family member or 

congregant doesn’t have access to 

email, please email the GtC office 

with the person’s name and postal 

address so that we can mail him or 

her an invitation packet. Or, if you 

would like to have a packet, which 

includes a poster to hang in your 

church, please email us your postal 

address. Please note that ALL items 

in the packet can be found in our 

“downloads” section on our website: 

www.anglicansablaze.org. 

 

We look forward to seeing you in 

July 2014! 

Many blessings, 

 

The Revd Trevor Pearce 

Archbishop Thabo Makgoba wrote: 

It is my sincerest hope that clergy, lay 

leaders, parishioners and young people 

in particular, will join us at Anglicans 

Ablaze…. Whether or not you are able 

to join us, I appeal to you for prayer—

for God to shape and mould the 

conference. Pray also for the organisers 

of this event, the Growing the Church 

staff and their liaison bishop, Martin 

Breytenbach. 

An invitation to Anglicans Ablaze conference,  

“Hope is rising”: 2-5 July 2014 
From Trevor Pearce, Director of Growing the Church 

Keynote speaker: 

Archbishop of 

Canterbury, Justin 

Welby 
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Making music to the glory of God:  
Royal School of Church Music holds 50th Summer School in Eastern Cape 

The 50th Summer School of the Royal 

School of Church Music (SA) took 

place from 2-9 January 2014 in Port 

Elizabeth. A massed choir of over 75 

church choristers from all over South 

Africa was trained and conducted by 

Andrew Reid, Director of the world-

wide RSCM. He not only taught the 

choristers how to improve the quality 

of their singing, but also reminded 

them that the purpose of a church choir is to make mu-

sic to the glory of God, and to lead the congregation in 

worship. Inspiring choral services were sung in St 

Mary’s Anglican Cathedral, and a number of other lo-

cal churches including the NGK in Summerstrand. 

The choir also visited and sang in the Greek Orthodox 

Church, and the Feathermarket Hall.  

Andrew Reid 

Leading the young, Jessica Smith (centre, holding child), a 

member of the Grahamstown Cathedral Choir, was Leader of 

the 15 younger choristers, who were aged 7-18 years. The 

youngsters all greatly enjoyed making new friends, visiting 

the beach and performing in an informal concert of items 

presented by choristers attending the course. 

In red and white, Grahamstown Cathedral choir members 

Liyema Ralo, Aphiwe Mame, Maggy Clarke and Avile 

Sonyamba in St Mary’s Cathedral Port Elizabeth. 
From St Paul’s Port Alfred, Margaret 

and David Foulkes. 

Provincial Youth Coordinator to tour ACSA Dioceses on two wheels 

The Anglican Youth in Southern 

Africa (AYSA) has announced the 

launch of Project 2013, with the aim 

of raising the funds needed to de-

velop an outcomes based curriculum 

for the spiritual development of 

children and youth. However, it will 

happen in a novel way. 

 Every Diocese is committed to 

investing R5000.00 by the end of 

February 2014, towards the cost of 

the development of the curriculum. 

Tony Lawrence, the Provincial 

Youth Coordinator, will be collect-

ing the deposit slips on a tour of all 

the South African Dioceses during 

March 2014. And, he’s going to do it 

on his motorcycle! He will be travel-

ling 5000 kms, starting and ending 

in Cape Town and visiting 21 Dio-

ceses in 30 days. 

 Starting from Cape Town on 2 

March, he is due to visit Grahams-

town (College of the Transfigura-

tion) on the evening of Tuesday 25 

March. 

 All Diocesan Youth Structures as 

well as all youth related organisa-

tions and guilds are asked to par-

ticipate. Please contact the Dioce-

san Youth Chaplain for more infor-

mation: Themba Phillip, 083 991 

3762, email: tphillip@webmail.co.za. 

It's not only about the fund raising 

as Tony will also be addressing each 

Diocese on Project 2013 and how 

the curriculum will help children 

and young people develop a more 

solid spiritual foundation and for-

mation. 

 

On his bike: Tony Lawrence, Provincial 

Youth Coordinator, prepares to collect 

funds and spread awareness of Youth 

needs. 



Umbuliso uyakubulisa ….  

From the Bishop’s diary 

 

February 

11 Tue Chapter, Holy Cross Mdantsane 

15 Sat Meet with PCC, St Saviour EL 

16 Sun St Saviour East London 

22 Sat Launch of Diocesan Foundation 

  Trust 

23 Sun St John East London 

26 Wed Trusts Board, Diocesan 

   Finance Committee 

 

March 

9  Sun  St Michael Nahoon 

13  Thurs Clergy School? 

16  Sun  St Francis Mdantsane 

27  Thurs Diocesan Council 

29  Sat  Diocesan Mothers’ Union 

30  Sun  St Andrew Mdantsane 

 

April 

13  Sun  Palm Sunday: St Philip Gompo 

17 Thurs Maundy Thursday: Chrism  

    Service, Holy Trinity KWT 

18  Fri  Good Friday: Good Shepherd EL 

20  Sun  Easter Day 

28 Mon Consultation with Diocesan 

 Youth  

  
Umbuliso is your  

diocesan newspaper!  

Contributions welcome 
  

Please send news to:  

P O Box 181, Grahamstown 6140 

Tel: 046 622 7803; Fax 086 681 4677 

E-mail: 

umbuliso@grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

 

Umbuliso is published by the Diocese 

of Grahamstown, edited by Maggy 

Clarke, and printed by Dupli-Print, 

Grahamstown. 
  

Dead-line for next issue:  

20 March 2014 
Read Umbuliso online at 

www.grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

Bereavements 

Please pray for the following, 

whose loved ones have died:  

Vuyiswa Jela,  recently ordained 

Assistant Priest at St Francis 

Mdantsane, on the death of her 

husband Nkosinathi; 

Aïda Esprey, assistant priest at 

All Saints East London, on the 

death of her mother; 

Zukisa Mabuya, acting Secre-

tary of the Order of St Barnabas, 

on the death of his mother Bon-

iswa Gomba; 

Siphokazi Njokweni, Deacon at 

the Cathedral, on the death of her 

niece Zikhona. 

New email addresses for Diocesan Office Staff 

Bishop & Bishop’s Secretary: bishop@grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

Bishop's Personal Assistant: training@grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

Diocesan Administrator: diocese@grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

Reception: reception@grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

Financial Manager: financial@grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

Administrative bookkeeper: admin@grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

Finance Officer: accounts@grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

Media Officer: umbuliso@grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

These new addresses are effective from 1 January 2014. Please note the old 

addresses no longer operate, and nor does the old Umbuliso fax number. 

Sambesiwe comes home 

Surrounded by admiring friends and 

relations, Sambesiwe Dyantyi slept 

peacefully throughout the party given in 

her honour by the Cathedral parish on 

19 January, after her discharge from St 

George’s Hospital. Sambe was born at 

28 weeks, on 15 November. Her proud 

parents, Sub-Dean Mzinzisi and Lilitha, 

are hoping she will soon learn how to 

sleep as well by night as she does by 

day! 

Wedding bells 

Umbuliso greets Sharon Summers, 

Assistant Priest at St Alban Vin-

cent, with warm congratulations 

and good wishes on her marriage 

on 30 November 2013 to Les Smith. 

Sharon is now known by the name 

Summers-Smith. 

Clergy moves 

A warm welcome to the new Chap-

lain to the Diocesan School for 

Girls, Rob Penrith, and his wife 

Gay. They come to us from the Dio-

cese of Port Elizabeth.  

Lindile Somandi, who was assist-

ing at St Augustine’s Grahamstown 

and ministering to students at Rho-

des, has moved to East London, and 

is serving at St Saviour’s temporar-

ily. 

Wezo Bloko is on temporary loan 

to St Saviour’s East London. The 

position of the Bishop’s driver is 

now again being filled by Mxoli 

Sizani. 

For prayer 

Adv Richard Brooks, Diocesan 

Chancellor, was involved in a seri-

ous car accident on 11 December, 

on the way back from East Lon-

don to Grahamstown. The right 

side of his face was so badly in-

jured that doctors had to remove 

his eye, but the family gives 

thanks that he survived, and did 

not suffer brain damage. Please 

pray for his continued recovery. 

Pumza Tiso, Rector of Qumrha, 

was admitted to the local hospital 

in January. Please pray for her 

rapid recovery. 

Barry Wittstock, Rector of St 

Mark Cambridge, underwent sur-

gery for a second knee replace-

ment, and is now recovering well. 

Lent 2014 

Make sure you get your Lent appeal 

leaflet. Please give generously to 

the Bishop’s appeal for education 

and training! 


