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Keynote speakers were Professor 

Barney Pityana, Rector of the Col-

lege of the Transfiguration, on how 

investing in theological education is 

a vital step towards ensuring our 

Church’s future, and Professor 

Mary Metcalfe on education.  

 Former State President Thabo 

Mbeki addressed Synod on issues of 

leadership in our time. He accused 

this country's churches of 

“demobilising” after the end of 

apartheid, and challenged them to 

become more active in responding 

to the challenges faced by society. 

 In line with the overall theme, 

the Synod passed two important 

resolutions on education. One, pro-

posed by Bishop Peter Lee, dealt 

with Anglican Church schools, and 

adopted an Action Plan for the 

Board of the ACSA Schools Trust 

for the next 12 months. The second, 

proposed by the Dean of Grahams-

town, Andrew Hunter, was more 

controversial. While affirming good 

teachers and administrators in the 

public education system, it con-

demned corruption and laziness 

among teachers and education de-

partment officials, and called on 

Anglican teachers who are mem-

bers of SADTU to “either transform 

the trade union into a body that 

truly serves the cause of education, 

(Continued on page 3) 

The Provincial Synod of the Anglican Church of Southern Africa (ACSA) met from 1-4 

October. The theme of the meeting was “A Vision for Education – Education for a 

Vision.” Representing the Diocese of Grahamstown were, back row l-r: Mr Zukisa 

Mabuya, Dean Andrew Hunter, Bishop Ebenezer Ntlali, Canon Simphiwe Magxwalisa. 

Front: The Revd Dr Sam Beja, Ms Nkosazana Maqoma and Mr Bransby Hlongwane.  

Colin Leslie, Rec-

tor of St Michael 

Nahoon, died on 

3 November at 

the age of 65. 

 Colin Leslie 

was born in Jo-

hannesburg in 

1948 and at-

tended St Martin’s School. After 

working for Anglo American in Bot-

swana, he studied at St Paul’s Col-

lege, Grahamstown, and obtained a 

Diploma in Theology. After six 

years at Botswana Cathedral, he 

was Rector first of a mining town, 

Selebi-Phikwe, and then of Francis-

town. He became fluent in 

Setswana. He transferred to the 

Diocese of Grahamstown in 1996, 

and served as Rector of St Michael 

Nahoon until the time of his death. 

His wife Gill, a teacher, is the 

daughter of the late Revd David 

Staple, and Edith, his widow, who 

is still living at Kennersley Park in 

East London. We pray for them, 

and for Colin’s three daughters and 

all the family. 
 

For a report on his funeral, see page 4. 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

 

It is interesting how the year runs 

away! But as a Diocese the Lord has 

blessed us with many things that 

we need to be thankful for. The 

Lord has been so hospitable and 

generous to us. We are also amazed 

how you support the Diocesan work 

with prayers and resources in order 

that we can continue the ministry of 

our Lord Jesus Christ in this part of 

the world. This is why we are 

caught up by the excitement of 

Isaiah when he says “unto us a 

child is born, and the government 

will be upon his shoulder…(9:6-7)”. 

 We are confident that we have 

benefitted from the season of Ad-

vent which prepared us for Christ-

mas celebrations. During Advent, 

we were intrigued with John the 

Baptist’s quotation from Isaiah; 

“Prepare the way for the Lord, 

m a k e  s t r a i g h t  p a t h s  f o r 

him…” (Luke 3:4). Christ’s birth 

calls for a change of mind; spiritual 

renewal that makes us a new crea-

tion (2 Cor:17).  

 John the Baptist’s call implies 

that the social, political and eco-

nomic world then left a lot to be de-

sired. And though it was about 2000 

years ago, life has not changed. At 

the moment we are experiencing a 

lot of upheavals: domestic violence, 

corruption, neglect and abuse of the 

elderly, political anarchy, abuse of 

children, women and men, and lack 

of service delivery are rampart. 

 The world today needs a Saviour 

as much as in the time of John the 

Baptist. Christmas then becomes a 

pilgrimage in which everyone’s par-

ticipation is needed. Mary’s journey 

made her accept the angel’s mes-

sage and allowed God’s plan to be 

fulfilled. Can you imagine what 

would have happened if Mary had 

declined the proposal? 

 Christmas means obedience to 

God. Try to identify the angel’s 

voice as Mary did, because that is 

the change that your community 

badly needs. Obedience to God was 

the theme for Christ’s birth. Joseph, 

who was contemplating secretly 

cancelling the engagement, listened 

to God’s advice and proceeded with 

the wedding. What is God telling 

you this Christmas? Listen to Him 

because it is the only way we can 

joyously sing and welcome our Sav-

iour in our homes, offices and com-

munities. 

 Christmas admonishes us to 

think out of the box. Absence of a 

decent room for Mary’s comfort, did-

n’t stop the landlord from improvis-

ing. He accommodated the heavily 

pregnant Mary and Joseph in the 

stable and the manger for feeding 

animals was turned into a baby cot 

(Luke 2). That was ingenuity of the 

highest class which we have lost! 

We need that kind of creativity in 

our parishes and in our Diocese as a 

whole. 

 Let the celebration of Christ’s 

birth in 2013 re-kindle a new spirit 

that listens to God amidst the de-

mands of the day. The world today 

loves power even more than Herod 

loved it. He wanted to kill baby Je-

sus and in the process lots of young 

boys were killed (Matthew 2). Love 

of power blinded Herod. During this 

period of Christmas, we need to re-

alize that sometimes too much love 

of anything other than Christ can 

blind us and turn us against one an-

other. 

 The first Christmas found a 

spiritual vacuum, and similar emp-

tiness exists even today. We there-

fore need Christ the Light of the 

world to occupy the emptiness 

within each of us. Vigilance in say-

ing our offices and Bible study are 

essential for spiritual growth. St 

Paul rightly said; “All Scripture is 

God breathed and is useful for 

teaching, rebuking, correcting and 

training in righteousness…” (2 Tim 

3:16). 

 Let us join the heavenly host 

that praised God because of the 

birth of the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 

6:7). May you have a blessed Christ-

mas and may 2014 be a year of 

peace that comes from Christ. 

  

 Grace and peace 

   

 Bishop Ebenezer writes... 

 Unto us a Child is born 

(IsiXhosa: tyhila kwiphepha lesi-4) 

By Busisiwe Nongauza  

The Church held this prestigious func-

tion on Saturday 12 October 2013.  As 

much as this was a fundraising event, 

it was also about celebrating the rich 

and diverse cultures of the parish.  Peo-

ple were reminded that they originate 

from different cultures and,  as a result, 

bring with them values, skills and 

knowledge that can build the Church 

much more strongly.  

 Mrs Bongi Nkohla was an entertain-

ing Programme Director while Mrs 

Busi Nongauza explained the purpose 

of the day: “This is a day to share cul-

tures and inculcate in one another the 

spirit of ubuntu. It is a day to raise lev-

els of consciousness in understanding 

awareness and tolerance of inter-

culture differences. St Paul compares 

the body of Christ to a human body... 

The Church is composed of many types 

of people from a variety of backgrounds 

and with a multitude of gifts and abili-

ties. But we all have one thing in com-

mon: Faith in Christ”, said Mrs Non-

gauza.  A delicious traditional meal was 

served. 

Cultural Day at St Martin-by-the-Sea, Gonubie 

Celebrating diversity: Gonubie parish-

ioners enjoying Cultural Day together. 
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or resign from SADTU.” It also 

called for Parliament to have teach-

ing declared an essential service. 

The full text of the Resolution can be 

read on the Diocesan web site at 

www.diocesegrahamstown.co.za/

articles/

educationresolutionprovsyn2013.html 

 

Marikana Commission 
Synod passed a motion of support 

for the work of the Marikana Com-

mission of Inquiry, sending particu-

lar greetings to the Chair of the 

Commission, Judge Ian Farlam, 

who also serves as the ACSA Chan-

cellor. It described his work as both 

“responsible” and “challenging”, as 

he steers the inquiry into the mas-

sacre of August 2012. 

 

Anglican Covenant 
Synod ratified the adoption of the 

Anglican Covenant at Synod 2010, 

recommitting the Anglican Church 

of Southern Africa “to playing the 

fullest possible role at the heart of 

the Anglican Communion, working 

to promote its unity in diversity 

and strengthening of bonds of affec-

tion, in a life of mutuality and in-

terdependence, shared between 

autonomous churches, acting each 

as we are called in our own particu-

lar contexts and according to our 

own ordering, in response to this 

common gift and calling we have 

received in our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

Pastoral care of same-sex  

couples 
Provincial Synod adopted a resolu-

tion urging the Synod of Bishops to 

finalise guidelines “as soon as pos-

sible” for giving pastoral care to 

same-sex couples who have entered 

civil unions under South African 

law. The Church neither marries 

same-sex couples, nor ordains or 

licenses priests or deacons who live 

in same-sex unions. This is line 

with the practice of the worldwide 

Anglican Communion. However, in 

the words of the Right Revd Martin 

Breytenbach, Bishop of St Mark the 

Evangelist, during a debate at the 

Synod, “civil unions are a reality, 

whether we like it or not.” 

 

Archbishop of Sudan 
Among visitors to the Synod was 

the Archbishop of Sudan, Daniel 

Den Bul, who appealed to Angli-

cans in southern Africa to help his 

“traumatised” people to overcome 

the effects of decades of war, and to 

lobby the South African govern-

ment to help resolve outstanding 

conflicts between Sudan and the 

new state of South Sudan. 

 

Order of Simon of Cyrene 
The Archbishop conferred the Or-

der of Simon of Cyrene on Saki Ma-

cozoma, businessman and philan-

thropist, and on Gail Allen, in rec-

ognition of more than a quarter of a 

century working for the Church’s 

central structure, including, said 

Archbishop Makgoba, “ensuring the 

smooth running of more Synods 

than we can count”. The Dean of 

the Highveld, William Mostert, was 

installed as the new Provincial Ex-

ecutive Officer, to succeed Allan 

Kannemeyer who has moved to be 

Dean of Pretoria. 

 

Remembered with thanksgiving 
Synod remembered with thanksgiv-

ing Archbishop Emeritus Philip 

Russell, who died on 25 July this 

year, and James Thomas, who died 

in the Nairobi mall massacre on 21 

September. He was a Churchwar-

den at St Peter's Church Mowbray, 

and had been elected as one of Cape 

Town Diocese's representatives to 

Provincial Synod. 

Summary compiled and edited from 

press releases by Sarah Rowland Jones 

posted on the ACSA Communicators' 

Facebook page. 

(Continued from page 1) 

The Guesthouse at 
Mariya uMama weThemba  

Monastery 

As part of the Benedictine ministry of hospitality, 

the monks of Mariya uMama weThemba Monas-

tery offer a 25 bed, fully equipped guesthouse for 

those seeking a quiet place of prayer and retreat 

and for meetings. The Guesthouse is open from 

Tuesday morning until Sunday afternoon.  

P O Box 6013  

Grahamstown 6141  

Tel. 046 622 8111 

Fax 046 622 6424 

E-mail:  

guesthouse@umaria.co.za; 

www.umaria.co.za 

Highlights of Provincial Synod Transformative Leadership 

By Zukisa Mabuya, Diocesan Lay  

Delegate to Provincial Synod 

During group discussions, each dioce-

san representative was allocated to 

different groups deliberating different 

topics. I was with other people from 

other dioceses allocated in Group 4 

which dealt with Leadership. The 

group facilitator was Bishop Martin 

Breytenbach from the Diocese of St 

Mark the Evangelist. In the same 

group, we had amongst others, Bishop 

Mazwi Tisani (Khahlamba), Bishop 

Garth Counsell (Cape Town), and Mi-

chael Weeder (Dean of Cape Town). 

 Group 4 dealt seriously with the 

issue of Leadership in the church and 

how we can be involved in world af-

fairs. As part of the discussion and re-

porting the following were highlighted: 

 

What do we need to do to get  

leadership going in the church? 

As Leaders, we need to: 

• Be humble and adaptable. 

• Be informed of the facts. 

• Set an example by stepping forward. 

• Be team players, not controllers. 

• Be vision bearers, not problem 

solvers. 

 

How do you lead in a situation where 

people are set in their ways? 

• Be “hospitable” towards other peo-

ple’s views and suggestions. (Allow 

sharing) 

•  “Disturb” the comfortable, and com-

fort the “Disturbed”. 

• Delegation and Accountability is im-

portant. 

• Being a leader means, one must be 

able to follow as well. 

• Allow space for failure, we can learn 

from our failures. 

• Keep an eye on the goal (Vision). 

• Vision is clearer if we paint it to-

gether. 

• Self-discipline is a good mark of a 

Leader. 

 

What needs to happen for us to apply 

this type of leadership in ACSA? 

• Purposeful engagement with broader 

society (need to listen more than 

talk). 

• Give each person a voice. This is im-

perative and is a starting point. 

• We have a roadmap and need to cele-

brate each other’s successes and fail-

ures. 

• We need to conscientise, mobilise and 

organise. 

• We need to use a more consultative 

approach and to listen more. 

• Communicate for success. 

• We need to identify potential and 

mentor talent in young people. 
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  uBhishophu uEbenezer ubhala athi... 

 Sizalelwe umntwana 

By Bill Gould 

It was with a great sense of 

loss that a full congregation 

paid its last respects to 

Canon Colin Leslie at a mov-

ing Requiem Mass celebrated 

by Bishop Ebenezer at St 

Alban’s, East London on Fri-

day, 8 November 2013. He 

was remembered as priest, 

canon, former Archdeacon, 

husband, father and grandfa-

ther. 

 In several poignant eulo-

gies, it was recalled how 

Colin was deeply religious, 

never compromising his be-

liefs. He lived life fully, nota-

bly enjoying braai-ing and 

smoking his pipe. He bore his 

brief illness stoically, never 

complaining except about his 

relatives’ cooking. He had a 

heart of gold, the strength of 

a lion and the patience of 

Job. 

 Colin had a deep insight 

into the scriptures exhibited 

through practical applica-

tion. As a child, he had been 

impressed by the role of the 

church in opposing apartheid 

as his parent’s home was 

frequently offering support to 

many of the disadvantaged. 

He had a heart for marginal-

ised people, being culturally 

sensitive. Colin was well-

known for his eccentric sense 

of humour as well as being 

giving and loving. He was his 

own person, comfortable in 

his own skin and knowing 

his own God. 

 In his tribute, Bishop 

Ebenezer praised Colin as an 

outstanding priest, who, 

while being outspoken, was 

loving and canonically obedi-

ent – with a distinct African-

ness in him. 

 Colin had first served for 

20 years in Botswana, and 

was made an Honorary 

Canon of Holy Cross Cathe-

dral, Gaborone, before serv-

ing as Rector of St Michael 

and All Angels, Nahoon for 

17 years, much of that time 

also as Archdeacon of East 

London East. 

BooDade nabaZalwana abathandekayo 

 

Ndlela le obaleka ngayo unyaka! Kodwa 

njengeDayosisi, iNkosi isisikelele ngez-

into ezinnzi esimele ukuba nombulelo 

ngazo. INkosi ibe nobubele nesisa kuthi. 

Asiwuvali umlomo yindlela eniwuxhasa 

n g a y o  u m s e b e n z i  w e D a y o s i s i 

ngemithandazo nezinto eninazo ukuze 

sibe nakho ukuqhubela phambili umse-

benzi weNkosi yethu uYesu Krestu 

kweli candela lehlabathi. Yiyo loo nto 

sibanjiwe luchwayito lukaIsaya xa athi, 

“Sizalelwe umntwana, ukuthethela 

kusesixhantini sakhe... (Is. 9:6-7).” 

    Siqinisekile ukuba siye saxhamla 

kwithuba leAdventi eliye lasilungiselela  

iziyunguma zeKrismesi. Ngethuba 

leAdventi siyakhwankqiswa  sisicat-

shulwa sikaYohane umBhaptizi 

e s i th a t h we  k u I s a y a  x a  a t h i , 

“Yilungiseni indlela yeNkosi, wutyene-

nezeni umendo wayo... (Luka 3:4.) Uku-

zalwa kukaKrestu kufuna inguqulelo 

engqondweni, uhlaziyo emoyeni 

olusenza izidalwa ezitsha (2 Kor:17). 

    Isimemelelo sikaYohane umBhaptizi 

sithetha ukuthi  ihlabathi lezentlalo, 

ezopolitiko, nelezoqoqosho lisilela 

ngeendlela ezininzi. Naxa kwakuk-

wisithuba seminyaka engama-2 000 

eyadlulayo, ukutsho kwakhe, ubomi 

abuguquki. Ngeli xesha sithetha ngalo 

sibona iingxushungxushu:  ukuphathwa 

kakubi emakhayeni, urhwaphilizo, 

ukuthiwa tya nokuphathwa gadalala 

kwabantu abadala, ukungabikho 

kocwangco kwezopolitiko, ukuphathwa 

kakubi kwabantwana, abafazi namad-

oda, yaye nokungabikho kweenkonzo 

zoluntu okuthathe unyawo. 

    Ihlabathi kule mihla liyamfuna uM-

sindisi njengakwixesha likaYohane 

umBhaptizi. IKrismesi ke ngoko iba lu-

hambo ekufuneka kulo inxaxheba yom-

ntu ngamnye. Uhambo lukaMariya 

lwenza ukuba alwamkele udaba 

lwengelosi, avume ukuba isicwangciso 

sikaThixo sibe nokuzaliseka.  Nikhe ni-

yicinge into ekwakunokuba yiyo ukuba 

uMariya wayelwali le olu daba 

lweNkosi? 

    IKrismesi ithetha ukuthobela uThixo. 

Zamani ukuqaphela ilizwi lengelosi 

njengokuba wenjenjalo uMariya kuba 

nantso inguqulelo efunwa luluntu 

lwenu. Ukuthobela uThixo yayingumx-

holo wokuzalwa kukaKrestu. UYosefu 

owacinga ngasese ukukuchitha uku-

gana kwakhe waya waphulaphula ice-

biso lukaThixo, waqhubela phambili 

ngomtshato. Ngaba uThixo unixelela 

ntoni ngale Krismesi?  Mphulaphuleni 

kuba kuphela kwendlela esingathi 

ngayo sicule ngovuyo samkele uMsin-

disi wethu emakhayeni ethu, eziofisini 

nakuluntu lwethu. 

    IKrismesi isiyalela ukuba sinabe 

ukucinga. Ukungabikho kwendawo 

efanelekileyo yokuhlala kamnandi ku-

kaMariya, akuzange kumthintele 

umninindawo ukuba angenzi cebo limbi. 

Wamnika indawo uMariya oselephantsi 

kangako ekunye noYosefu Isitali sok-

ondlela izilwanyana saguqulwa senziwa 

indawo yokulalisa umntwana (Luke 2). 

Oko yaba bobona buchule buphezulu 

esiye salahlekana nabo. Siyakufuna oko 

kukwazi ukwenza izinto ezipherishini 

nakwiDayosisi yethu iphela. 

    Makuthi ke ukubhiyozelwa koku-

zalwa kukaKrestu ngowe-2013 kuvuse-

lele ngokutsha umoya omtsha ophu-

laphula uThixo phakathi kwezo zinto 

zininzi sinazo ngosuku. Ihlabathi 

namhlanje liyawathanda amagunya na-

mandla ngaphezu kukaHerode. Waye-

f u n a  u k u b u l a l a  u s a n a  o l u n -

guYesu,kwathi kuloo nto kwabulawa 

inkitha yabantwana abakhwenkwana 

(Mat 2). Ukuthanda ukuphatha kwam-

vala amehlo akabona uHerode. Ngeli 

thuba leKrismesi simele ukuqaphela 

ukuba ngamanye amaxesha ukuy-

ithanda kakhulu nayiphina into  nga-

phandle koKrestu ingasenza sibe zim-

fama, yenze ukuba sivukelane. 

    IKrismesi  yokuqala yafika kukho 

ihamte ngokwasemoyeni, nanamhlanje 

kusekho oko kungabi nanto emo-

yeni.Siyamfuna ke ngoko uKrestu uK-

hanyiselo lwehlabathi  ukuba avale obo 

buze ngaphakathi komntu ngamnye. 

Ukuqaphela ukuba siyenze imithandazo 

yethu emiselweyo nokufunda iBhayib-

hile kufuneka kakhulu ukuze sikhule 

emoyeni. UPaulos oNgcwele uthi ka-

kuhle “Sonke isiBhalo siphefumlelwe 

yaye silkuncedo ekufundiseni, uku-

luleka nokulungisa nokuqeqesha okuse-

bulungiseni.” (2 Tim 3;16) 

    Masingenelele kwizihlwele zase-

mazulwini ezazidumisa uThixo ngenxa 

yokuzalwa kweTshawe loXolo (Isa. 6>7) 

Nanga ninganeKrismesi esikelelekileyo 

yaye wanga u-2014 angaba ngunyaka 

woxolo oluvela kuKrestu. 

 

Ubabalo noxolo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(For English, see page 2) 
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By Lungi Makie,  

Churchwarden 

The parish of St Katharine 

Berlin spent their 67 minutes 

of Mandela day, 18 July, at a 

parishioner’s home. They col-

lected food parcels from all 

the guilds and worked with 

the Mothers’ Union’s Out-

Reach Unit. Fortunately the 

18 July was on a Thursday 

which is MU’s prayer day. 

The congregation joined the 

MU in contributing and visit-

ing the home. Each parish-

ioner contributed food parcels, 

some contributed money be-

cause the goal was to assist 

that family in all aspects. 

 From the church the con-

gregation proceeded to the 

house as identified. The Rec-

tor opened with a prayer and 

each person gave the family 

wonderful encouraging words 

to bring them hope and not 

lose focus; assuring them that 

God loves them. The reading 

was taken from Isaiah 41:10, 

“Do not fear, for I am with 

you, I will strengthen you and 

help you.”  

 They left the family with 

gifts of food, vegetables, 

cleaning material, toiletries 

and a sum of R2000. 

The Rector, Canon BTM 

Mfenyana, conducted 

the service in the home 

of one of the 

parishioners. He 

blessed gifts of food 

and other groceries, 

and representatives of 

the Guilds were given 

an opportunity to 

speak.  

 FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF SPIRITUALITY 

Let us humble ourselves 
By Margaret Fourie 

Last Umbuliso in the Spirituality column, we looked at that powerful verse in 2 Chronicles 7:14: “If my 

people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves, and turn from their wickedness, and pray, and 

seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sins and I will 

heal their land.”  

Now as Christmas draws near, I hope 

that we do find ourselves on our knees 

acknowledging that changing our sick 

society is just too big for us to achieve 

and that we need to acknowledge that 

God alone can achieve this. That being 

said, it will be through us that God does 

do this. 

 

The first command he gives is that we 

should humble ourselves. To me that 

means that for starters we could, in our 

own minds, stop being the teachers and 

the leaders and the ones who are so 

expert on church matters, and become 

instead the learners, the disciples; and 

kneel in penitence and humility at the 

manger, seeking a blessing from this 

small person, this almighty God, who in 

his apparent weakness is able to 

command everything that was, or is, or 

will ever be.  

 

Including ourselves. 

 

Then be ready to serve him in the way 

the HE considers best. 

 

May God bless you and your family 

richly with humility, protection and 

peace this Christmastide. 

 

Margaret Fourie  

 

 

 

 

 

In an inexorable pattern of moves 

we plot our Christmas course, 

lurching from confession to carol 

to midnight and mass, 

with hardly a break between; 

and no time to pause in wonder 

on the grimy floor of an unswept cave 

where a teenager bleeds in birth 

and God weakly cries for milk. 

And I wonder what you are doing: 

if it’s the same for you – 

a Christian for others 

and very little for yourself. 

I pray that your battered soul 

may know his peace this year; 

that he will make for you 

your own star to guide 

to your own secret place 

where God waits. For you. 
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Cathedral volunteers run holiday club for children  

Working off some energy, these Joza children were delighted 

to join in the fun at the Breakthrough Holiday Club at Samuel 

Ntlebi School . 

Saying thankyou: A few weeks later, many of the children who 

had attended the club came to the Cathedral’s main Sunday 

Eucharist to give thanks for their experience at the Break-

through Club. They sang songs they had learned, and dis-

played some of their art. 

By Zukisa Mabuya 

Guided by the Bishop’s Vi-

sion for the Diocese, lay min-

isters from across  the Dio-

cese have met twice in King 

William’s Town, on 18 May 

and 8 June. These meetings 

laid the groundwork for the 

formation of a Lay Ministers’ 

Fellowship, “the Order of St 

Barnabas” (OSB), intended 

to strengthen the spiritual 

bonds between lay ministers 

within the Diocese, and to 

structure their activities 

more formally.  

 Both meetings were led 

by the Lay Ministers’ Chap-

lain, Thanduxolo Bada, and 

facilitated by Vukile Beja. 

 With more than 60 lay 

ministers present, a solid 

foundation was laid for more 

intensive training for all lay 

ministers to take place 

throughout the Diocese, ini-

tially on an Archdeaconry 

level.  Canon Bill Domeris is 

developing suitable training 

materials for use by lay min-

isters. 

 Chaplain Bada outlined 

the background to the forma-

tion of this new structure, 

emphasising that it is not a 

guild as ‘there are no guilds 

in the sanctuary’. He re-

minded the lay ministers 

that they are enjoined to 

adopt a code of practice 

which will involve changes in 

some places, to ensure Angli-

can practices are uniformly 

adopted. 

 At the first meeting, the 

lay ministers elected Arch-

deaconry co-ordinators to 

assist the Chaplain, and to 

play a liaison role between 

the archdeaconry and par-

ishes. Eight of the 11 arch-

deaconries were represented. 

 Zukisa Mabuya was 

elected Acting Secretary, to 

liaise with the Chaplain and 

the Diocesan Layministers 

about OSB business. He will 

act in this role until the OSB 

Conference, which will 

probably take place in 2014. 

 It has been a long road 

since the inception of the 

OSB. There have been suc-

c e s s f u l 

training 

sessions 

w i t h 

T h a n -

d u x o l o 

B a d a . 

L a y 

M i n i s -

ters are encouraged to par-

ticipate in this training. One 

of the purposes of the forma-

tion of the OSB is to promote 

uniformity within the dio-

cese. 

 Chaplain Warren Bada 

has visited most of the arch-

deaconries in the diocese and 

has received a good response.  

Foundation laid for Order of St Barnabas (Lay Ministers’ Fellowship) 

During the September 

school holidays, a team of 

volunteers from the Cathe-

dral ran a holiday club for 

children aged 5-15 at a 

township school. 

 The ACSA’s social de-

velopment arm, Hope Af-

rica, based in Cape Town, 

initiated the idea of chil-

dren’s holiday clubs. They 

were concerned for the 

many children who are left 

unattended and unsuper-

vised during school holi-

days, often without even a 

meal during the day. 

 Wayne van Rooyen, 

who was volunteering for 

the year 2013 as a Pas-

toral Assistant at the Ca-

thedral, arranged for the 

holiday club to take place 

from 23-27 September at a 

school in Joza township, 

Samuel Ntlebi. The Princi-

pal of this school, Du-

makazi Myemane, is a Ca-

thedral parishioner. Van 

Rooyen was assisted by 

Paul Daniels II and Mau-

rice Dyer, volunteers from 

the Episcopal Church of 

the USA who are spending 

a year in Grahamstown, 

and a team of parishioners 

including students and 

youth. 

 The title of the holiday 

club was “Breakthrough” 

and the theme, developed 

by Hope Africa and Scrip-

ture Union, focussed on 

the problem of bullying. 

The children had an op-

portunity to watch the film 

“The Ant Bully” which ad-

dresses this issue. On the 

first day 40 children at-

tended, but the numbers 

swelled throughout the 

week, hovering around 75 

towards the end. Not only 

was lunch provided, but 

breakfast too, with some 

food coming up from Hope 

Africa in Cape Town and 

more being donated by the 

local Pick ‘n’ Pay.  

 Activities included 

praise and worship, soccer 

and other games, karate 

and arts and crafts.  

 The local Makana Mu-

nicipality was supportive 

of this initiative, and sent 

a team from their Sports 

and Culture division to 

run a physical training 

programme, “Come and 

Play”. 

 It is hoped that this 

holiday club will just be 

the beginning, and that it 

will be repeated and mul-

tiplied in years to come. 

 

Zukisa Mabuya 
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Cathedral celebrates 160 years 
In 2013 the Cathedral celebrates 160 years of being a Cathe-

dral. The festivities began with a Thanksgiving Service on 22 

September, when members of the congregation were invited 

to come up and give gifts (inxowa) with a short explanation or 

testimony about their personal reasons for giving thanks. After 

the service the youth and students of the Cathedral planted a 

garden in the empty flower-beds outside the building. The 

beds actually belong to Makana Municipality, which lent 

equipment and provided some large aloe plants. 

A week later, after the Patronal Festival services, parishioners 

gathered in the Botanic Gardens to enjoy a picnic lunch to-

gether.  

The Cathedral Director of Music, Dr Andrew-John Bethke, 

thrilled his audience with an organ recital on 25 October. He 

and parishioner Jeanette Eve, who wrote the second part of the 

Guide to Grahamstown Cathedral, shared their insights into the 

Theology of the Cathedral on 9 October. This presentation saw 

the audience moving around the interior of the building to get a 

better view of the various features. 

 

The celebrations culminated on Saturday 2 November in a Gala 

Dinner at St Andrew’s Preparatory School. Barney Pityana, Rec-

tor of the College of the Transfiguration, seen at right with 

Claire Nye Hunter and the Dean, Andrew Hunter, was the guest 

speaker. 

By Bill Gould 

Although having been installed as 

Rector some time ago, Christ 

Church, East London determined 

that it should formally welcome its 

Rector, Wilson Ntlola, in a tradi-

tional way, which it did on Sunday, 6 

October 2013. 

 With Archdeacon Thami Mhlana 

celebrating and preaching, the small 

church was filled to overflowing with 

people and the Holy Spirit as all 

gave thanks for the service that Wil-

son Ntlola has been rendering in this 

parish. Since the mid-1990s Christ 

Church had shared a Rector with St 

Mark’s Cambridge, until Ntlola’s 

appointment. Christ Church has 

made a remarkable recovery from 

the sad days in 2006 when the 

church building caught fire and ser-

vices were conducted in the adjacent 

church hall while repairs were com-

pleted. 

 In her Words of Wisdom, the 

Archdeacon spoke of how people can 

be inspired by the humble, but effec-

tive, leadership that Wilson Ntlola 

has displayed, not only at Christ 

Church but in other parishes in 

which he has served. She said that 

we had come not only to welcome 

him but also to learn from him, add-

ing that while a person may seem 

pleasant, his true character is dis-

covered when he is given power. In 

this regard, the Revd Ntlola had 

amply demonstrated his many good 

qualities. 

 In the fundraising function after-

wards, just over R35,000 was raised 

which, the Revd Ntlola noted, could 

not have been done without love. He 

was aware that, in this, he was re-

ceiving more than money. A warm welcome: Nomfundo and Wilson Ntlola 

are welcomed by Archdeacon Thami Mhlana. 

Amalinda parish welcomes 

Rector Wilson Ntlola 



From the Bishop’s Diary 
 

December 2013 

14 Sat Ordination 

16 Mon Clergy Fellowship 

20 Fri Diocesan Office closes 

24 Tue Midnight Mass, Cathedral 

 

January 2014 

Bishop on leave for month of January 

7 Tues Diocesan Office re-opens  

 

February 2014 

3-7 Fri-Tue Synod of Bishops 
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It was a chilly day on Sunday 29 

September. St Francis Mdantsane was 

there to witness the work of God 

rendered by children of God to the 

servants of God who sacrificed their 

quality time for them. These young boys 

and girls were trained by Sub-deacon 

Bassie Mbenya and their Chairperson 

Sivenathi Macklein. They were taught 

how to serve people of God. It was a 

vibrant parish which “rocks” according 

to parishioners. With a particular 

emphasis on ministry to the young and 

children, September 2013 was 

earmarked as “month of the youth”.  

Happy couple: 

Bishop Ebenezer 

Ntlali was at Cala 

for the wedding of 

Simphiwe Silwana, 

Rector of St 

Barnabas 

Tsholomnqa, and 

Sandiswa Mbokodi 

on 28 September. 

Pray for them in 

their life together.  

Prayers are asked for Lungi Mak-

goba, the wife of Archbishop 

Thabo Makgoba, on the death of 

her father Dr Cecil Manona on 7 

October. He was a distinguished 

and much-loved resident of Gra-

hamstown, who was on the staff 

of Rhodes University for over 25 

years as a researcher with the 

ISER. 

 The congregation of Holy Cross 

Mdantsane is saddened by the 

death of their Director of Music 

and Choir Conductor, Chris 

Sikwe. He was formerly co-

founder and Conductor of the 

then All Saints East London 

Choir.  

 Florence Mvula, who died in 

Grahamstown on 14 November, 

was the grandmother of Gwen 

Mvula, Deacon at St Augustine 

Grahamstown, and aunt of 

Mvuleni Mvula, a priest who 

works for the IEC in Grahams-

town. Please pray for Gwen, 

Mvuleni and the rest of the fam-

ily. 

Ordinations 
Please pray for the following deacons who are to be ordained 

priest by Bishop Ebenezer on Saturday 14 December 2013, at 

10:00 in the Cathedral: 

 
• Sinje Dlokweni (St Paul, Port Alfred) 

• Vuyiswa Jela (St Francis, Mdantsane) 

• Brother Daniel Ludik OHC (Mariya uMama weThemba 

Monastery) 

• Brian Mona (St Philip, Gompo) 

• Milton Quntu (St Augustine, Grahamstown) 

• Penelope Schultz (St Paul, Port Alfred) 

Umbuliso greets the Sub-Dean of 

the Cathedral, Mzinzisi Dyantyi, 

and his wife Lilitha, who are now 

the proud parents of a baby girl, 

Sambesiwe. She had to be delivered 

by Caesarean section on 15 Novem-

ber, at only 28 weeks, as danger-

ously high blood pressure threat-

ened her mother’s life. We give 

thanks that both mother and baby 

are doing well, although it will be 

January before Sambesiwe is al-

lowed to come home from St 

George’s Hospital in Port Elizabeth. 

Br Daniel Ludik, 

Prior of the Mariya 

uMama weThemba 

Monastery, who 

was ordained 

Deacon in 

September, will be 

among those to be 

ordained Priest on 

14 December. 


