
T  is the inaugural presentation of the Dean's Award. This is a new initiative which, it is hoped, oday
will become an annual celebration. The award can be offered to anyone, not necessarily from the Anglican Church 
or the Cathedral, who has contributed significantly to the Grahamstown community.

The Dean's Award for 2016 is given to Dr Sizwe Mabizela, Vice Chancellor of Rhodes University.

Dr Mabizela is one of those special people who are able to bring out the best of those around them. He is a bridge-
builder, a natural reconciler, a person of great integrity. He exercises values-based leadership which is both highly 
ethical and compassionate. His Christian faith is part of who he is and what he strives to do.

He is a scholar who loves his chosen discipline of mathematics, and even his formal addresses may contain a nice 
mathematical aside. Who will ever forget his maths reflections - even if we didn't understand them - on the number 
6, in the context of his inaugural address as the 6th Principal and Vice-Chancellor of Rhodes University? Or his 
exhortation, in the same address, to "brighten the corner where you are!"? Sizwe the encourager.

He uses a percentage of his salary to fund a number of students studying at Rhodes: a demonstration of someone 
who puts his money where his mouth is. He has done his best to encourage education in the community, to establish 
wi-fi hotspots in our townships, and to assist the municipality in their work and responsibilities. Sizwe the 
person of integrity; Sizwe the bridge-builder.

During the #feesmustfall protests that swept through the country last year, including here in Grahamstown, Dr 
Mabizela was with his students, engaging with them, holding them in relationship, empathising with their concerns, 
hearing their cry. He sat on the ground with them, embraced their issues, discussed and reflected with them. He was 
a father to his students. Perhaps this was one of the main reasons why Rhodes suffered comparatively little 
damage during last year's protests, and emerged with a sense of unity and hope. Sizwe the reconciler.

During the more recent protests against rape and rape culture, Dr Mabizela maintained a firm, caring hand on 
events, and has been a fatherly, pastoral presence as things unfolded. He was at the barricades, quietly asserting 
his leadership. In the storms of protest, he has maintained his personal integrity, and has continued to care deeply 
for all affected and impacted.

To be a Vice-Chancellor of a South African university at times like this is perhaps one of the greatest privileges, 
and one of the heaviest responsibilities, that a community can bestow on anyone. The intellectual life of the academic 
community, the academic and professional future of thousands of young people, the livelihood of all who are 
employed on campus, is at stake. But even more so: a university is a melting pot for everyone who walks onto the 
campus: diverse by nature, a place of engagement and protest, a place of debate and disagreement, a place of learning 
and discovery, a place of challenge and questioning, a place of grief and sorrow, anguish and deep pain at times - 
yet at the end of it all, a university is a community of people who are bound together because, ultimately, they believe 
in a common goal, a shared vision. Difficult as it may be at times, Dr Mabizela is the father figure at the head of it 
all.

We salute Dr Mabizela in all that he does. Please continue to brighten the corner where you are!
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