
The Parish of St Bernard 

Mizeki Scenery Park hosted 

the Diocesan Ordination of 

Deacons on the 10th 

December 2016. The Bishop 

of Grahamstown Ebenezer 

Ntlali was the presider and 

A r c h d e a c o n  F o b o s i 

preached.  Twenty one 

deacons were ordained and 

were placed in their 

designated parishes. Some 

were made Transitional, 

some Vocational and others 

were made permanent 

deacons. 

Here are the names of the 

newly ordained  deacons in 

the Church of God in the 

Diocese of Grahamstown: 

into  Vocational diaconate is 

Wongama Nkumanda. Into 

Permanent Diaconate are 

Shula Moshesh, Bulelwa 

Ncetezo and Nosipho 

Tyatyaza. Into Transitional 

Diaconate are Mongezi 

Cintso, Lunga Dongwana, 

S i y a b u l e l a  G o w a , 

N o n dumi so  M ad yib i , 

Vuyani Mnyibiso, Zolile 

Ngewu, Yoliswa Ntame, 

Nothini Sebetshu-Qalinto, 

S i n d i s w a  X i n t o l o , 

N o n d u m i s o  D l o k o l o , 

Nokuzola Gitywa, Cikizwa 

Kepe, Mandisa Mangiti, 

M k a n ge l i  M t im k ul u , 

Busis iswe Nongauza, 

Phumelele Nyosi and 

Herbert Walton. 

A nglican Women’s Fellowship 

(AWF) Guild of the Diocese of 

Grahamstown celebrated the 50 

Years of existence on the 26th and 

27th November 2016. they tangle the 

Anniversary with the fundraising of 

Thabo Makgoba Bursary fund which 

helps a lot of young people of our 

society that are destitute by 

providing them with funds to procced 

with their studies without being 

obstructed by insufficiency of funds. 

Diocese of Grahamstown AWF led by  

Ms Thobeka Jack adopted some 

children that are now in school and 

doing excellent with their studies. 

Anyone who is willing to help them 

to help other is more than welcome 

to do so.  

 

This celebration started with a fully 

attended Gala Dinner which was 

held at East London City Hall on the 

evening of the 26th November 2016. 

Revd Barry Whittstock opened with  

a prayer devotion.  Archbishop of 

Cape Town and the Metropolitan of 

the Anglican Church of Southern 

Africa Dr. Cecil Thabo Makgoba 

made some very moving words as 

one of the speakers of the evening. 

He was using skype network to 

communicate with his audience. 

Canon Ntshingwa spoke on behalf of 

Education and Training.  This Gala 

dinner was also blessed by the 

presence of Clergy and the Bishop of 

Grahamstown Bishop Ebenezer St 

Mark Ntlali who also made a 

message of support. 

 

AWF celebration of their 50th year of 

existence ended by thanksgiving 

Eucharist service conducted by the 

Bishop of Grahamstown who 

presided and preached on the 

following day. After the service, some 

of the AWF members were awarded 

for their significant work which they 

have shown in developing the AWF 

Ministry. This was followed by the 

cutting of the Cake which marks 

their 50 years Anniversary, this 

ceremony was performed by the 

Diocesan President of AWF Ms 

Thobeka Jack. Thereafter she 

Thanked all the people  who were in 

attendance.  

 

 Umbuliso 
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 Bishop Ebenezer writes…. 

 THE GENEROSITY OF MAGI TO BABY JESUS 

Dear People of God 

 

The gift of the Epiphany with its seven Sunday scripture 

readings is a wonderful Anglican spirituality from which 

Christians could draw lessons. 

 

This will assist us in our spiritual growth in the kingdom of 

God and in the Body of Christ.   

 

The Anglican Church of Southern Africa believes that the 

season of Epiphany through its scripture readings reveals the 

truth and it focuses one in an understanding of how Christ 

was manifested to humankind, to the world and to the entire 

creation.  In this, one could catch a glimpse of the cosmic 

dimension of the work and achievement of Christ.  It also 

calls upon all Christians to reveal that truth through their 

own lives.  (Lectionary 2016: p18). 

 

I have chosen the gospel reading of St Matthew 2: 1-12 from 

the season of the Epiphany to show the generosity of the Magi 

to the baby Jesus. 

 

The brief background of the Magi is that there were wise men 

from the East who occupied high positions in the community.  

These Magi were Eastern astrologers who studied ancient 

manuscripts from around the world.  They could discern 

through their studies in the stars that a new Jewish King has 

been born. 

 

In a nutshell, the star led them throughout all conditions and 

found Jesus in a humble house in Bethlehem.  The lesson is 

that the creature which is the star led other creatures (Magi) 

to God revealed in the baby Jesus in Bethlehem. 

 

The Magi brought to the baby Jesus gifts such as gold which 

meant Christ Kingship and authority to rule.  They brought 

him myrrh to show Jesus as the one who was mortal and the 

incense as to God.   

 

The gifts brought by the Magi to the baby Jesus show the 

following: 

Their love for Jesus; 

Their generosity to the baby Jesus; 

The discernment they had of who the baby Jesus was and 

what he was standing for. 

 

These lessons leave us with questions.  What is our generosity 

to God?  What is our stewardship of surrendering our lives to 

God, our time, our talents and strength?  Are we true 

partners to God’s mission which is shown in our tithing, or 

generous or cheerful giving? What is our responsibility to God 

and our neighbour? 

 

The Magi’s gift to the baby Jesus shows good stewardship.  

They spent time to reflect to what the star showed them.  

Their time was used for God’s glory and their spiritual 

growth.  Their studies, gifts and talents were used to meet the 

needs of the baby Jesus.  Their gifts proclaimed Jesus as 

priest-king who brings God’s salvation to the world. 

The generosity of the Magi to the baby Jesus was tested when 

the star which was leading them disappeared at Herod’s 

house in Jerusalem.  This gave room for the prophetic voice to 

come through Herod’s invitation for direction. 

  He asked the prophets whether there was a King of the Jews 

who was to be born in their area.  Prophecy confirmed that 

the Messiah was going to be born in Bethlehem.  Herod asked 

them to go and find the baby Jesus and let him know in order 

that he can also worship the newly born King.  God advised 

them through the Holy Spirit that they must not go back to 

Herod after they have seen the newly born King.  And when 

they left Herod’s house then the star appeared again to lead 

them to the humble house in Bethlehem where Jesus was. 

 

Be reminded and pray with me “Christ has no body on earth 

but ours, no hands but ours, no feet but ours.  Ours are the 

eyes through which Christ's compassion for the world is to 

look out; ours are the feet with which He is to go about doing 

good; and ours are the hands with which He is to bless us 

now”. (St Teresa de Avila) 

(IsiXhosa: tyhila kwiphepha lesi-4) 

By Gwen Mvula 

The Ven. Sud-Dean and the Archdeacon of 

Grahamstown Mzinzisi Dyantyi and the Clergy  

conducted the closing service at Makana Public 

Primary School on the 24 November 2016. 

The Management, Teachers, Parents and Learners 

felt privileged and honoured and were enriched by 

the service and the blessing of their School.  

The service was well attended. The Clergy thanked 

all who were present and shown love and support 

for the pupils. They further thanked the St 

Augustine community for their outreach ministry 

to God’s People especially the young.   

Closing service at Makana Public Primary School 

Pupils form Makana Public Primary School 
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By Gwen Mvula 

St Augustine’s Grahamstown on the first 

day of the church year (Advent) 

launched 16 days of activism. This 

campaign puts more emphasis on raising 

awareness and combating abuse and 

violence against women and children.  

AWF in the parish earmarked this day 

and they lead worship and the preacher 

of the day Revd Mvula (AWF) member 

incorporated in her sermon of the day 

that we are all born in the image of God 

(Gen 1:27) . There is no one who has 

power of discriminating, violating and 

abusing over the other. Irrespective of 

the challenges which they are facing, 

God loves the. The AWF guild 

remembered as well those who have died 

because of abuse and violence. This was 

followed by the lighting of candles of 

di f ferent colours. Revd.  Mvula 

interpreted the meaning of the lighted 

candles and their differences in colours  

Red- represent blood, which means we 

all have and at all times be careful. Even 

n robots the red color means danger- 

stop 

Black- represents darkness, where 

there is no hope, during time of abuse 

there is darkness and during death 

people run away, But our God is 

omnipresent He lift us up during that 

time and He is light.  

White- represents hope, light. In this 

time for this candle we bring peace in 

our families and remind them that God 

utterer “there shall be light” (Gen 1:3) 

Yellow- represents sunshine, hope 

freshness and happiness. We must give 

hope to our lives and to the communities 

we are serving that lost hope and preach 

living positive life. 

Green- symbolizes nature, growth and 

harmony we must be secured and 

protect the vulnerable at all time 

Purple- symbolizes stability. We should 

therefore be at peace with ourselves and 

others and should have power on our 

lives and live life to the fullest 

regardless of your status. 

Blue- represents hope, tranquility, 

harmony, soothing. We should give hope 

to those that are vulnerable. Together 

we will make it and change the world 

Orange- represents abundance, warm, 

energetic, affection. Even in the robot it 

means caution. Be cautious all the 

times. This was truly a moving  and 

touching ceremony.  

The Guesthouse at 
Mariya uMama weThemba  

Monastery 

As part of the Benedic"ne ministry of hospitality, 

the monks of Mariya uMama weThemba Monas-

tery offer a 25 bed, fully equipped guesthouse for 

those seeking a quiet place of prayer and retreat 

and for mee"ngs. The Guesthouse is open from 

Tuesday morning un"l Sunday a+ernoon.  

P O Box 6013  

Grahamstown 6141  

Tel. 046 622 8111 

Fax 046 622 6424 

E-mail:  

guest-

house@umaria.co.za; 

www.umaria.co.za 

By Archbishop Thabo Makgoba 

Our theme for the Archbishop's Lenten 

Series—Reflecting, Praying and Acting 

Together—says it all: that this is an 

invitation to all of us as members of 

ACSA, to our friends, whether people of 

faith or of none, and especially to our 

ecumenical friends, to reflect prayerfully 

not only on our vison and mission 

statement (“Anglicans ACT”), but on 

God’s vision for the world.  

 

In these Bible teachings we are given an 

opportunity to put flesh on what I would 

call the eternal ideals enshrined in the 

Bible or in our dogma. In other words, it 

is an invitation to us collectively to get 

into the mind and heart of the incarnate 

Son of God, the second person of the 

Trinity, and to see how we as his 

followers can make him real by 

understanding his ways. The series has 

been developed against the backdrop of 

Provincial Synod having declared this 

time a Season of Evangelisation and of 

ACSA having declared 2017 as being the 

Year for the Young. We have previously 

used Bible studies devised by Anglicans 

Ablaze on our vision and mission 

statement and the priorities arising from 

it, and by professors Gerald West and 

Jonathan Draper on the priorities. As 

with those, it is my hope and prayer that 

our 2017 series too will help us to dig 

deeper and deeper into ourselves and our 

context and focus, particularly on those 

things that separate us from one another 

and make us stray from the relationship 

we have with God or which God intends 

to have with us. In these teachings, 

examples of society's failings such as 

inequality, corruption, unemployment, 

poverty and environmental degradation 

are highlighted.  

 

We rightly start with daily readings, for 

as Anglicans we need to begin with 

Scripture in order to apply our hearts 

and minds to our daily challenges, to 

read the mind of Christ in our readings 

and then to be deepened in our journey.  

 

The lessons start on Ash Wednesday and 

give a brief summary of the day's passage 

for each day until Easter on April 16th. 

On the first day of each week, you may 

initially want to read all the lessons for 

that week to understand the broader 

picture of the week's theme before 

turning to the actual Bible study. After 

reading Scripture, we then reflect and 

pray together and go into discussion. 

 

 I particularly like the last question of 

week one, which asks: “What can be done 

in your local congregation?” This should 

be asked at the end of each week and I 

urge each one of you please to write a 

simple pledge at the end of each week on 

the pages provided for pledges and 

personal notes. Your pledge may entail 

forming ongoing teams or giving money 

and time for evangelisation in your 

Parish or the Province.  

 

Donations for youth work should be sent 

to the Provincial Treasurer, marked 

“Year of the Young donation”. 5 As I offer 

these Lenten studies to all of you, I hope 

you will be as excited as I am with this 

journey of Reflecting, Praying and Acting 

Together. I am grateful to the team of 

people who have prayed, reflected and 

acted on the challenge that I placed 

before them to help me construct these 

Bible studies and to those who have ably 

read and edited them. God bless you and 

have a blessed journey together.  

Reflec�ng, Praying and Ac�ng Together (Anglicans ACT)  

16 Days of Ac�vism at St Augus�ne 

Revd Gwen Mvula  



Umbuliso Lent 2017, page 4 

Bazalwana noodade abathandekayo 

 

Isipho se-Epifani  esinezifundo 

zangeCawe ezisixhenxe yinkqubo 

y a m a T s h e t s h i  y e z o n q u l o 

engummangaliso anokuthi  maKrestu 

afunde lukhulu kuyo. 

 

Le nto iya kusinceda ekukhuleni kwethu 

ngo kwase mo ye n i  kub ukumkani 

bukaThixo nasemzimbeni kaKrestu. 

ICawe yaseTshetshi kumaZantsi Afrika 

ikholelwa ekubeni  ithuba le-Epifani, 

ngezifundo zalo  zeziBhalo, liveze 

inyaniso yaye litsalela iingqondo zethu 

ekuqondeni  indlela awathi uKrestu 

wabonakaliswa ngayo eluntwini, 

kwihlabathi nakwindalo ngokupheleleyo. 

Ngale ndlela umntu unakho ukufumana 

umfanekiso wobubanzi  bomsebenzi  

owathi wafezwa nguYesu.  Likwahlaba 

ikhwelo kumaKrestu onke ukuba 

abonakalise loo nyaniso ngobomi bawo. 

(ILekshinari yowe-2016, iph. 18). 

 

Ndikhethe isifundo sevangeli kaMateyu 

oNgcwele 2: 1-12 seli thuba le-Epifani 

ukubonakalisa isisa seZazi kusana 

olunguYesu. 

Inkcazo emfutshane ngaba bantu 

kukuthi babezizazi zaseMpumalanga 

ezazinezikhundla eziphezulu eluntwini. 

Ezi zazi zaziziingcali ngeenkwenkwezi 

nesibhakabhaka ezazifunda nzulu 

imibhalo yakudala yeendawo ngeendawo 

zehlabathi.  Zakwazi ukufumanisa ngezo 

zifundo zazo zeenkwenkwezi ukuba 

kukho uKumkani omtsha wamaYuda 

ozelweyo. 

N g a m a f u t s h a n e ,  i n k w e n k w e z i  

yazikhokela kwiimeko ngeemeko 

zamfumana uYesu kwindlu ephantsi  

eBhetelehem.  Isifundo esikule nto 

kukuba isidalwa esiyinkwenkwezi 

sakhokelela ezinye izidalwa (IZazi)  

kuThixo owabonakaliswa kusana 

olunguYesu eBhetelehem. 

Izipho ezeza neZazi kusana olunguYesu 

zibonakalisa oku kulandelayo: 

Uthando lwazo kuYesu; 

Isisa sazo kusana olunguYesu; 

Indlela ezathi zaqonda ngayo ukuba lo 

mntwana unguYesu ngubani na yaye 

umelentoni na. 

Ezi zifundo zisishiya sinemibuzo. 

Siyintoni esethu isisa kuThixo?  Buyini 

ubugosa bethu bokunikezela ngobomi 

bethu kuThixo, ukunikezela ngexesha 

lethu, iitalente zethu namandla ethu? 

Ngaba singamadlelane enene na 

kumsebenzi kaThixo ngokubonakaliswa 

zizishumi zethu okanye ukunikela 

ngesisa nangovuyo?  Luyintoni uxanduva 

lwethu kuThixo nakummelwane wethu? 

 

Isipho seZazi kusana olunguYesu 

sibonakalisa ubugosa obububo.  Bachitha 

ixesha becingisisa ngento abayalathelwa 

y i n k w e n k w e z i .  I x e s h a  l a b o 

lasetyenziselwa uzuko lukaThixo 

nokukhula kwabo ngokwasemoyeni.  

Izipho zabo zazimbhengeza uYesu 

njengekumkani-mpriste ozisa usindiso 

ehlabathini. 

 

Isisa seZazi kuYesu savavanywa 

n g e th ub a  y a th i  i nk w e n k w e z i 

ibakhokeleyo yasuka yathi shwaka 

emzini kaHerode eYerusalem.  Loo nto 

yanika ithuba ilizwi lobuprofeti ukuba 

libe nokuvakala ngesicelo sikaHerode 

sokuba achazelwe indawo akuyo 

umntwana. Wabuza kubaprofeti ukuba 

ngaba kukho uKumkani wamaYuda oza 

kuzalwa na kuloo mmandla wabo. 

Isiprofitesho sangqina ukuba kuza 

kuzalwa uMesiya eBetelehem. UHerod 

wacela  ukuba izazi  z ihambe 

ziyokulufumana olo sana lunguYesu  

zimazise ukuze naye akwazi ukumnqula 

loo Kumkani mtsha.  UThixo waziyalela 

ngoMoya oNgcwele ukuba zingabuyeli 

kuHerode emva kokuba zimbonile loo 

Kumkani mtsha uzelweyo. Bathi 

bakumka endlwini kaHerode yabuya 

yabonakala kwakhona inkwenkwezi 

yabakhokelela kkuloo ndlu iphantsi 

eBetelehem apho wayekhona uYesu. 

 

Khumbulani yaye nithandaze kunye nam 

sithi, “UKrestu akanamzimba ehlabathi  

ngaphandle  kowethu, akanazandla 

ngaphandle kwezethu, akanazinyawo  

ngaphandle kwezethu. Ngawethu 

namehlo ejonga ngawo inceba kaThixo 

ehlabathini, zezethu neenyawo ahamba 

ngazo esenza okulungileyo, zezethu 

nezandla asisikelela ngazo ngoku 

sithethayo” (St Teresa de Avila) 

(For English, see page 2) 

        uBishophu uEbenezer ubhala athi…  

 ISISA SEZAZI KUSANA OLUNGUYESU 

By Siki Wababa-Pu�ni 

The Diocesan Gender Desk was 

launched by Bishop Ebenezer Ntlali 

during the 16 days of activism in 

2015. The activity occurred at Holy 

Cross Mdantsane. The Diocese of 

Grahamstown is following a 

resolution taken at provincial synod. 

The main objective is to facilitate the 

work of the women and gender 

priority which is one of the eight 

mission priorities driving the 

provincial Vision and Mission 

Statement. 

At provincial level, Bishop Margaret 

Virtue is the liaison Bishop, 

supported by Hope Africa as the co-

ordinating agent to support her. In 

the Diocese of Grahamstown, Canon 

Nontobeko Moletsane is co-

ordinating. 

These are the goals for the priority: 

Combating gender based violence; 

Offering counselling and support; 

Using inclusive language; 

Raising awareness about human 

sexuality; Church policy; Sourcing 

funding. 

 

The Diocese of Grahamstown has 

conducted meetings and workshops 

within the Diocese, and it has   

moved forward in training the 

champions who will be taking this 

initiative to the Archdeaconries and 

Parishes in the Diocese. A training 

was facilitated by Reverend N 

Maqoma under the leadership of 

Canon N Moletsane, the training 

took place at the Good Shepherd 

parish in East London on the 26 

November 2016.  

Diocesan Gender Desk 

Members of the Desk 
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When Jesus finally met His disciples 

after the Resurrection, as He had 

promised to meet them in Galilee, He 

said to them “Receive the Holy Spirit” 

Jesus says these words after He had 

showed them His hands and His side. 

They were glad when they saw the Lord 

There are 2 interesting steps in just this 

short story 

The disciples may not have recognised 

Him because of the glorious Body He 

appeared in. The last time they saw Him 

He was nothing but Blood and His holy 

Body utterly torn. Now He appears in a 

new Glorious Body that has various 

qualities, He is able to be with them 

without entering the door, It appears and 

disappears in front of their eyes, the old 

is gone, the new has come.  

We need to recognise Him first before we 

are filled with the Spirit. The disciples 

recognised Him and they were filled with 

joy after a lull of sadness and despair, 

they now had their Messiah in their 

midst 

The 2 disciples on the road to Emmaus 

also had the privilege of walking with 

Him whilst they did not recognise Him. 

As they lamented and bemoaned the loss 

of Him they had hoped was going to be 

their Saviour, He took them through the 

Scriptures teaching them and putting 

the Bible in context. But it was at the 

“breaking of the bread” that the scales in 

their eyes were removed” 

It becomes imperative then that we must 

have an encounter with Him first in 

order for Him to make the 

pronouncement, “Be filled with the Holy 

Spirit” 

Jesus brings in a very poignant point 

here that for you to derive from this gift 

that He freely gives; you must first 

indulge in scripture. 

Luke 24:45 “He opened their 

understanding, that they might 

comprehend the Scriptures” similarly on 

the road to Emmaus, “And beginning at 

Moses and all the Prophets, He 

expounded to them in all the Scriptures 

the things concerning Himself” 

“Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by 

the word of God” Rom 10:17  

We herein are shown how Jesus does it. 

He breathes His Spirit and says be filled 

with the Spirit – first phase (6) 

Let us now get to His final words as He 

left us “But tarry in the city of Jerusalem 

until you are endued with power from on 

high” Luke 24:49 – second phase. 

This the disciples did, they waited in the 

Upper Room and were filled with the 

Holy Spirit - Pentecost 

It is God’s desire that every one of His 

children lives entirely and unceasingly 

under the control of the Holy Spirit – the 

Third Person of the Holy Trinity 

Without being filled with the Spirit, it is 

impossible for an individual Christian or 

church to ever live or work as God 

desires. 

God waits to give us this blessing, and in 

our faith we may expect it the greatest 

confidence 

I like to end our session today on 2 points 

to reflect on 

Acts 19:2 “Did you receive the Holy 

Spirit when you believed?” 

The answer here is 

b e w i l d e r i n g  a n d 

frightening vs 3 “We 

have not so much as 

heard whether there is 

a Holy Spirit” 

 

For a healthy Christian life, it is 

indispensable that we should be fully 

conscious that we have received the Holy 

Spirit to dwell in us 

When Jesus appeared to His disciples as 

exposed above, He opened their spiritual 

understanding and reinforced their 

knowledge 

Rev 5:6 “And I looked, and behold, in the 

midst of the throne and of the four living 

creatures, and in the midst of the elders, 

stood a Lamb as though it had been 

slain, having seven horns and seven eyes 

which are the seven Spirits of God sent 

out into all the earth” 

Rev 2-3 Jesus reveals the seven churches 

and what obtains in them 

For me these are sample churches for us 

to do our introspection 

He ends with the words “He, who has an 

ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to 

the churches” 

To the loveless church Rev 2:4 “I will 

come quickly and remove your 

lampstand from its place” This connotes 

that there is a lampstand for each church 

proceeding from His hand and if we do 

not conform to His precepts He will 

remove the lampstand 

Let us go down on our knees and pray 

that He endows us with His Holy Spirit, 

blesses us with the seven gifts of the 

Holy Spirit and never remove the 

lampstand from our church. AMEN 

“Receive the Holy Spirit” John 20:22 

By Maggy Clarke 

Over fifty church choristers of all ages 

from all over South Africa gathered at St 

Martin’s School, Rosettenville in 

Johannesburg from 3-8 January for the 

53rd South African Summer School of the 

Royal School of Church Music (RSCM).  

The Director of the course was the 

youthful and enthusiastic Jonathan  

Lee, who is the organist at St Peter’s 

Great Berkhamsted in Hertfordshire, 

UK. He is also a music editor, and works 

with recording companies, on the 

production side of classical music CDs.  

 

Grahamstown Diocese was represented 

by five choristers: Dave and Margie 

Foulkes from St Paul’s Port Alfred, and 

from the Cathedral Maggy Clarke, and 

cousins Liyema Bobotyani and Liqhame 

Beja. Liyema and Liqhame, who are 

both 11 years old, were admitted as full 

members of the Cathedral Choir in 

October 2016.  

Although there was time for some fun, 

with a swimming pool available, and a 

light-hearted concert put together by the 

participants, the choir worked hard and 

learned a great many anthems, canticles 

and hymns, some quite challenging. 

Services were sung in the St Martin’s 

School Chapel, and at St George’s 

Church Parktown. The culmination of 

the week was the splendid final Sunday 

morning service in St Mary’s Cathedral 

Johannesburg, at which the choir was 

accompanied not only by the organ but 

also by a brass ensemble. 

Challenging church music, fun, at RSCM Summer School 

Jonathan Lee. The Director of the course  

Liqhame Beja, Maggy Clarke and Liyema 

Bobotyani   

FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF SPIRITUALITY 

Prepared by Mrs Prim Beja  
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By Zola Dabula 

For the very first time, the conference 

took place in East London after so many 

attempts, finally all preparations made 

were a success by God’s grace. As 

reflected by Father Bada that the 

conference was long overdue, the huge 

attendance of lay ministers indicated 

commitment by God’s children. The 

theme emphasis of the conference was 

more on unity, importance of being one, 

striving to achieve one goal as 

Christians. Father Bada encouraged the 

lay ministers to live a Christian lifestyle 

and ministry of togetherness in the 

gospel of Christ. Critical is to understand 

as followers of Christ what God wants, 

the encouragement of living a life that is 

demonstrated by God the Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit.  The discussions held 

during the conference were in line with 

the Diocesan’s vision and mission.  

Everyone was encouraged to read the 

scriptures (book of life) as they all face 

daily challenges and these are found on 

the Bible. The conference was organized 

to assist each person ways of handling 

the devil’s strides in putting children of 

God down. By the end of the conference, 

everyone would become new, a changed 

person. 

Rev Somhlahlo facilitated a group 

session where five (5) areas that at times 

impede on one’s ministry had to be 

responded to. These areas ensured that 

everyone has same understanding of lay 

ministers ’  responsibi li t ies  and 

expectations from each. Emphasis was 

made on the alignment of lay ministers’ 

responsibilities to the Synod’s resolution 

on missionary work. 

The retreat led by Rev Dano dealt with 

Anglicanism and the Anglican Prayer 

book. The analysis of those was an eye-

opener for the participants. 

Father Bada addressed the house 

advising all to evaluate and do a 

thorough review of one’s ministry within 

2years. Training and support for the 

growth of lay ministers, sanctuary 

training and individual development 

through short courses and to have better 

understanding and be current with 

developments was encouraged to avoid 

traditional practices. Issues of renewal of 

individual licenses by the Bishop, 

retirement, delegation by senior priests, 

preaching were clarified. The Code of 

pastoral conduct was used as a reference 

to ensure that lay minister adhere to 

moral, ethical and spiritual living with 

high integrity always. Pastoral 

misconduct was discouraged at all costs.  

Lay ministers were also encouraged to 

familiarize themselves with the Canons, 

the Acts, the Prayer book and the Bible 

as these will equip them with more in-

depth knowledge of the Anglican life and 

practices. 

Sub-dean M. Dyantyi’s sermon on 

honoring God, His power and blessings 

on His children. Following Christ and the 

laws as the great commandment is to 

love our God always. Emphasis on 

fulfilling the laws of Jesus and accept 

Him as all laws are guided by the Holy 

Spirit. We all have to change and ask 

God to guide us and ask God to bring 

back the integrity of our children. 

 

Area Commissioner welcomed everyone 

and the presence of lay ministers in that 

venue would possible heal the offenders 

as they needed prayers. She indicated 

that correction is a societal problem and 

prayers always assist them. She 

welcomed the work done by the Anglican 

church as inmates are getting services 

from different structures of the church 

and more than 4000 of inmates 

appreciate the presence of the word of 

God. 

 

Reverend Dr. V. Kgabe presented on the 

Ministry in the Anglican church. She 

raised important factors about origins of 

Barnabas and being Anglicans. 

Inclusivity, delegation of work to lay 

ministers, diversity where lay ministers 

currently have other roles like baptism 

classes and the purpose of all these is 

merely to spread the word of God 

(evangelism). Reference to Canon 20 as 

being critical for any lay minister where 

duties are to:- preach at the discretion of 

the priest; ; assist on chalice (privilege); 

Perform other pastoral duties that are 

distinct from the priest; Conduct a divine 

service (lay ministers may on (emergency 

situations); 

 

Lay Canon Nontobeko Moletsane 

presented on Collective leadership citing 

key elements of a leader and the systems 

that are needed to ensure these are 

functional and growing. Her emphasis 

was on shared and collective leadership.  

 

Ven. Thami Mhlana presented on Lay 

Ministry. She emphasized the vision, 

mission and missionary model for the 

Diocese. For her, these will be taken 

forward by the Lay Minister, Deacons, 

Priest, Bishop and all people of the 

Diocese. 

 

Rev Can Dr S. Beja shared with lay 

ministers the Building block of a sermon; 

that each person invites the Holy Spirit 

before preparing for any sermon. He 

shared all the key critical steps and these 

may be found on the full report. 

The Conference discussed the 

Constitutional guidelines led by Adv. 

Bomvu.   

 

Father Bada clarified some critical 

elements for example: Renewal of 

priestly vows, Revoking of Licenses by 

the Bishop, Renewal of licenses and 

importance of knowing the Canons of the 

Church and the constitution especially 

Canon 20 on the role of lay Ministers.  

Discussions held at length and by 

February, all names of Archdeaconry’s 

members of Order of St Barnabas and 

Chaplains of Executives be submitted as 

parishes will elect Archdeaconry 

executives. The proposed Constitution 

was accepted in principle as the 

document requires more refinement. 

The conference was blessed by the 

sermon of Bishop St Mark Ntlali who 

focused on three (3) areas; Conversion 

and transformation Exodus 3; To be 

born again (Romans 6 and 1 Timothy 

3) and To serve God by serving others  . 

He encourage all those present to use the 

Constitution, Canon 20 where duties are 

specified, to read the Bible and pray 

always. 

 

In conclusion, the lay ministers were 

challenged to take stock on themselves 

and serve God with all their hearts, mind 

and souls. 

Order of  St Barnabas  

Order of  St Barnabas 2016 Lay minister’s conference  

Sub-dean Mzinzisi Dyantyi 
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By Maggy Clarke 

The first of three gatherings to 

consider two institutions which 

trained candidates from a number of 

churches for the ordained ministry in 

past decades, took place in 

Grahamstown on 21 January. 

Organised by the Revd Paul Verryn 

and a committee of the Church Unity 

Commission, the day-long meeting 

focussed on the Federal Theological 

Seminary (Fedsem) which closed in 

1993, and Rhodes Divinity Faculty 

(closed at the end of 2000).  

 

Some thirty participants attended 

from the Methodist, Presbyterian, 

Congregational, Anglican, Catholic 

and NGK churches. Among these 

were several former members of staff 

of the institutions concerned, 

including the Revd Dr Donald Cragg, 

Prof Felicity Edwards and Fr Larry 

Kaufmann. One participant currently 

involved in theological education was 

the Revd Dr Vicentia Kgabe, Rector 

of the College of the Transfiguration. 

 

In discussion there was general 

agreement that training ministers of 

different denominations together had 

resulted in friendships and networks 

which endured. When ex-students 

rose to positions of leadership in the 

churches, this made it easier for 

them to co-operate ecumenically.  

 

The reasons why these ecumenical 

institutions had not survived 

included financial constraints, as 

well as internal tensions. It was felt 

that given the expense of running 

separate denominational training 

facilities, there might be a financial 

argument for renewed co-operation, 

but this process would only work if 

driven both from the top (by heads of 

churches) and from the grass-roots. 

After an opportunity for informal 

conversation and renewing old 

friendships over lunch, the meeting 

concluded with an ecumenical 

Eucharist in the Rhodes Chapel, at 

which the preacher was the Revd 

Prof Itumeleng Mosala. 

 

The following day a similar gathering 

was held at Fort Hare University, 

Alice, where Fedsem had first been 

located, and a further meeting was 

scheduled for 18 February in 

Pietermaritzburg where Fedsem 

moved, and finally closed. Paul 

Verryn expressed the hope that a 

Report would be issued after the 

series of meetings, with 

recommendations for action. 

A look back and a look forward to “Remember, rejoice, renew” 

Revd Paul Verryn headed up the 

organising commi>ee. 

They came to look back, and to look 

ahead. Par"cipants walk from the 

former Divinity Faculty of Rhodes 

University to the Chapel. 

By Siya Mkiva and Avuziwe Belani 

What a marvellous, joyful and most humbling  visitation we 

had. From our beloved  brothers and sisters from the Diocese 

of Harare, Zimbambwe. 

 

On the 8th of December 2016 till the 11th of December 2016, we 

as the Order of St Vincent (servers) had visitors from the 

Diocese of Harare in Zimbabwe. The purpose of this visitation 

was an exchange programme. 

 

It was the most wonderful weekend we had with our visitors. 

They are the most lovely and down to earth people we ever 

met , as they say in isixhosa "abakhe babonana 

bophinde babonane". We are praying and hoping to God 

that we shall meet again. 

They arrived Thursday the 8th in East London. The same day 

we took them for a tour to Grahamstown, where we visited our 

Cathedral, Rhodes University and the 1820 Settlers 

Monument, then from there we went to Steve Biko centre in 

King William's Town. Later that day we had a reception 

dinner, where Dr Prim Beja was our speaker, and the 

Archdeacon to the Ordinary stood in for Bishop and said 

encouraging words. 

Friday the 9th we went to Izwi Lethemba fm where Ntobeko 

Nkume (lay minister from St Peters Peddie also radio 

presenter) introduced our guests on air. Later that day we 

went for rehearsals at St Bernard Mizeki, Scenery Park, in 

preparations for the ordinations. 

Saturday the 10th there were ordinations where we all served 

in the High Mass. Later that day we played games with the 

DYG executive, and we did the exchange programme talk. 

 

On the day of departure , we went to Good Shepherd, where 

the Rt Revd Ebenezer St Mark Ntlali was doing the 

confirmation service. 

 

It was an emotional day but since God brought us together he 

will surely bring us together again. 

A visit by Servers from the Diocese of Harare Zimbabwe 

Revd Noluthando Gixana and the Servers visi"ng the Diocesan Offices 
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From the Bishop’s diary 
February  

3 Fri Launch of the Na"onal skills                    

 programme 

5 Sat Christ Church, Grahamstown 

7 Tue Chapter Mee"ng St Andrew’s                  

 Mdantsane 

8 Wed Mee"ng with Bishop                    

 Bethlehem Port Elizabeth 

11 Sat Winterberg Council Mee"ng 

12 Sun  Winterberg  Family service 

15 Wed Trust Board and Diocesan    

              Finance Commi>ee Mee"ng 

16 Thur Co> Excom/Finance 

17 Fri State of Province Address 

20-25————  —Synod of Bishops 

25 Sat Consecra"on Diocese of Christ                  

 the King and Niassa 

28 Tus Co> Council Mee"ng anf Gradua"on 

March  
5 Sun  ins"tu"on of Revd Liz Thomas  

                Hogsback 

12  Sun Ins"tu"on of Revd Wezo Bloko at      

   Christ Church Amalinda 

18 Sat Mee"ng with DYG Execu"ve 

19 Sun Ins"tu"on of Archdeacon Cynthia  

                Webbstock at St Paul , Port Alfred 

25 Sat Mothers’ Union Lady day  

30   Thur Diocesan Council Mee"ng 

   
Umbuliso is your  

diocesan newspaper!  

Contribu�ons welcome 
   
Compliments for 2017 to you all my 

fellow Anglicans. May God con"nue to 

pour his blessing upon you all even this 

year. 

Want to remind you about the 

Deadlines for submission of ar"cles for 

our Umbuliso/Diocesan News Le>er. 

Our deadline is the 20th of every second 

Month. This goes like this. The first 

deadline to submit your ar"cle is the 

20th January, the second one is 20th 

March, the Third one is 20th May, the 

Fourth one is 20th July, the Fi+h one is 

20th September and the Sixth one is 

20th November. Failing to comply with 

these dates, will make your ar"cle fall to 

the next issue or fall away. 

Thank you. 

 

Please send news  to:  

P O Box 181, Grahamstown 6140 

Tel: 046 636 1995;  Fax 046 622 5231 

E-mail: 

umbuliso@grahamstowndiocese.org.z

a 

 

Umbuliso is published by the Diocese 

of Grahamstown, edited by Luthando 

Madiba, and printed by Dupli-Print, 

Grahamstown. 
   

Dead-line for next issue:  

20 March 2017 

Read Umbuliso online at 

www.grahamstowndiocese.org.za 

Revd Sharon Summers-Smith is an Acting Rector in the 

interregnum at St Alban’s and she is assisted by Revd 

Canon Noluthando Gixana. 

 

Revd Canon Ntshingwa manages the parish of St 

Matthew Kieskamahoek and Archdeacon Sandy 

Nyakatya oversees the Archdeaconry of Alice in the 

interregnum. 

 

Revd Wezo Bloko is a new Rector of Christ Church East 

London succeeding Revd Canon Wilson Ntlola. 

 

Revd Monica Ngombane is serving under Archdeacon 

Chuma Mduza at St Philip's Gompo. She joins the 

Diocese of Grahamstown from the Diocese of 

Johannesburg. 

 

Archdeacon Cynthia Webbstock has been appointed 

Rector of St Paul’s Port Alfred in the Albany 

Archdeaconry. 

 

Revd Philda Njoli is a Priest-in-charge of St Peter’s 

Peddie. She is assisted by Revd Milton Quntu. They are 

working with Deacons Weziwe Williams and Phumelele 

Mvumbu. 

 

Revd Etienne Maree has been appointed Rector of St 

Michael Nahoon. 

Revd Noelene Arends moved to St Martin by the sea. 

This development left the parish of All Saints vacant. 

 

Other vacant parishes includes the following: 

St Matthew’s Keiskammahoek 

St Alban’s East London 

St Francis Mdantsane. 

 

Pray for South Africa 

Bishop Ebenezer calls upon all the 

Clergy and Laity in praying the 

l i tany(APB 1989 Pg73-77) 

FREQUENTLY ON Sundays and 

weekdays beause of the social ills 

in South Africa. This will enable 

us to bring before God all the 

needs of our society, churches , 

economy,  government  and 

morality. He asks all to pray for a 

better South Africa for all.  

Bereavements and Prayers 

We pray for Mbolekwa family fol-

lowing the loss of Mrs Zanyiwe 

Mbolekwa, mother of Revd 

Godukile Mbolekwa in December. 

We also remember Revd Weziwe 

and family on the loss of the son 

Mlungisi Williams who passed on 

in January. 

Vacant Parishes and Clergy Moves 


